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EDITORIAL 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS LABOR FOR CHRIST 


hundred years ago small band Benedictine Sisters came the New 
World. Leaving their eight-centuries-old monastic home Bava- 
ria, they settled St. Marys, Pennsylvania. 

The phenomenal growth thirty Benedictine motherhouses originating 
from this cradle and growing their present total membership approximately 6,000 
worthy note the history religious orders. Like the great Medieval Benedic- 
tine nuns, Sts. Walburga, Lioba, and Thecla, these pioneering Sisters sowed the seed 
new land, and God has given the increase. New life and growth indicate strength 
and vigor and purity purpose. These characteristics are exemplified the many 
activities which the Sisters are engaged, namely, works charity caring for the 
sick, the aged, and orphans, and the teaching apostolate reaching from kindergarten 
university levels. 


External activities and numbers, however, are not regarded the chief ob- 
jectives religious, particularly Benedictine religious. Being the world but not 
it, Benedictine nuns will not concerned unnecessarily with secular interests and 
ambitions. has been well said that the more active Benedictine becomes, the more 
contemplative must become order remain Benedictine. the other hand, 
the Benedictine does not come his monastic home spend long hours silent con- 
templation. Rather, entered the monastery there live common life, offer 
corporate worship God daily, and under obedience engage active works for God’s 
glory and the salvation souls. striving attain the fullest measure the high- 
est form religious life, namely the active-contemplative, the Benedictine will live 
continuously God’s presence and his prayerful life will overflow into works active 
charity and zeal for souls. 


the occasion Benedictine centenary, therefore, the true Benedictine will 
take stock, not how fully keeping abreast with current social trends scien- 
tific discoveries, but rather how successful his monastery, which integral 
part, has been preserving and promoting the spirit corporate, contemplative prayer 
and serving Christ His weak and needy members, achievements characteristic 
the Benedictine centuries the past. The challenge the American Benedictine 
not keep with the ways the world but rather keep them out his monastic 
retreat, and foster instead the religious gravity and joyful simplicity which befits 
the disciple the humble and holy Master. 


Against the devastating inroads being made the thought and life our Christian 
civilization secularism and materialism stands Benedictinism with its solid security 
rooted stability, the soil, and the family, and its positive ideals directing men the 
eternal verities. have only take inspiration from our predecessors Eichstatt, 
Nonnberg, and Monte Cassino, and utilize the boundless opportunities offered 
this land ours. May ever guard and cherish our great Benedictine heritage and 
hand down undimmed those who come after us. 


Rev. Mother Alfred Schroll, 
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Bivine Grare 


The present issue the Benedictine Review, marking the Centen- 
nial the Benedictine Sisters the United States, dedicated our 
Blessed Lady under the title, Divine Grace.” May she 
assist each Sister realizing Christ her own life and helping form 
Him the hearts those with whom she comes contact. 


Madame Cecile Bruyére, the late Abbess Solesmes, calls atten- 
tion Mary’s role our sanctification. book from which the fol- 
lowing excerpts are taken, remarks Abbot Marmion, “excellent every 
point,” but “unfortunately too little known.” She writes: 


Lady’s mission more ended when once the mysteries 
the Incarnation and Redemption are accomplished, than are these 
mysteries themselves which last through all generations, and which are 
completed only when the last the elect has been formed. Mary our 
Mother the work sanctification; her our Lord came us, and 
her will always come ceaselessly coming till the end 
ages will come for the last time judge the living and the dead. 


“Since our Lord comes through our Lady, she our channel super- 
natural life; through her that all non-sacramental graces come us, 
and all the preparatory dispositions requisite for fruitful reception the 
Sacraments; and each sacrament is, strictly speaking, but act our 
Lord both and His Church, again our Lady that meet 
her Son. The blood that empurples our chalice and our lips comes from 
her maternal heart, since was from that immaculate source that the 
word Himself drew it. 


soul beginning grow conscious our Lord’s presence with- 
herself feels more than any other the need being sheltered and pro- 
tected under the safe keeping God’s Mother; she feels the need being 
upheld that blessed Mother those paths which she aspires not 
only become the bride the Son God, but grow the revela- 
tion their common origin where she will proclaimed His Sister.” 


“The Blessed Virgin Mary,” Spiritual Life 
and Prayer, London, Burns Oates, 
1922, pp. 252-254. 
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Pope Pius Address Teaching Sisters 


OPE Pius XII recently addressed the 

Religious, 
Orders and Congregations, who had as- 
sembled Rome for the first Internation- 
Congress Teaching Sisters. call- 
attention many pertinent educa- 
tional problems, stressed the need for 
better understanding between teacher 
and pupil, and urged that Religious adapt 
traditional methods meet new cir- 
cumstances. 

his comments, which appeared 
the September 15, 1951, number 
Romano, the Holy Father 
manifests sympathetic attitude towards 
youth. says, “has lost re- 
spect for many things that were former- 
revered,” but youth not entirely 
blamed for this attitude. Young 
people today have been brought 
secularistic environment; they have 
gone through horrible experiences; they 
have seen their most cherished ideals 
shattered before their eyes. 

Feeling that they are misunderstood, 
they have become suspicious and aloof. 
The present-day lack understanding 
between teacher and pupil not the 
usual conflict between youth and age, 
which manifests itself every genera- 
tion. The complaint does not rest upon 
feeling but upon intellectual convic- 
tion. 

Religious teachers, fearful innova- 
tions, have made little effort under- 
stand modern youth, while youth, 
through disillusion and fear, has lost 
confidence those who, vested with 
authority, fail understand them. 
useless, says the Holy Father, try 


reform youth compulsion. Teachers 
should seek win the confidence 
young people trying understand 
them and making themselves under- 
stood, the same time always respect- 
ing fundamental and unchangeable va- 
lues. 

“Understanding youth,” comments the 
Holy Father, “does not mean approval 
every idea, taste caprice presented 
youth; means the discovery and 
approval that which youth right, 
and the search for the cause error.” 
Making oneself understood does not 
mean making concessions undesirable 
tendencies; means express one’s 
thoughts clearly, while the same time 
trying fathom the thoughts others, 
always bearing mind youth’s ignorance 
and lack experience. 

The minds youth are open real 
values, and that where the responsibili- 
teachers comes in. They should 
treat youth with naturalness and simplici- 
ty, while the same time revealing that 
religious seriousness and reserve which 
the world expects teaching nuns. “It 
not necessary,” the Holy Father says, 
“continuously talk about God with 
youth.” But when one does, “youth 
must recognize that genuine sen- 
timent, born profound convictions.” 
Then and then only will the teacher win 
the confidence youth and able 
advise and guide them. 

the second part his address the 
Pope raised the question whether the 
religious life and habit, the vow chasti- 
and the Constitutions Congrega- 
tions, render nuns less suited for the edu- 
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cation modern youth. also calls 
attention the fact that our schools 
should the best their kind. The 
habit, Rules, and Constitutions not 
impede the teaching Sister. Sisters, 
however, must prepared accept 
things that would not have been accept- 
example, some countries which the 
nuns find necessary ride bicycles, 
which would have been impossible for 
them the past, but certainly not 
contrary any rule religious de- 
corum. Customs arising from past con- 
ditions but today impeding their work 
must adapted new circumstances. 
Superiors and General Chapters, says the 
Holy Father, should proceed farsighted- 
ly, conscientiously, prudently, and cour- 
ageously making adaptations, sub- 
mitting their proposed changes, when 
necessary, the competent ecclesiastical 
authorities. 

“The Sisters’ schools are being sought 
after today,” said the Holy Father, 
persons the Faith and those far 
from it. many instances the number 
teaching Sisters far below the de- 
mand. This, however, excuse for 
neglect this all important matter 
education. quote Pope Pius XII: 
may added, not only 
for Italy, but general: those who take 
part legislating scholastic matters 
should, justice well as, would 
say, spirit democracy, attend 
the duty corresponding the parents’ 
wishes, that the schools founded and 
directed religious institutions are not 
placed position inferior that 
state schools, and recognizing that 
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liberty which necessary for their 
velopment.” 

Many religious schools, says the Holy 
Father, “have been portrayed and prais- 
very good, but not all. our 
earnest desire that all exert themselves 
become the best.” Teaching Sisters 
must know their material, have firm 
grasp the subject matter they are 
teaching. They should prepared ade- 
quately for their work, keep abreast with 
the progress made their respective 
fields. They should provide suitable 
books for their pupils, and thereby “offer 
rich and abundant harvest knowledge 
youth.” This attitude and approach, 
says Our Holy Father, conformity 
with the Catholic concept, which receives 
with gratitude all that naturally true, 
beautiful, and good, because the 
image divine Truth, Goodness, and 
Beauty.” 

Exhorting religious families 
mony and generous cooperation, the Holy 
Father said, “holy emulation cannot but 
the mutual advantage.” Never was 
there time when there was greater ur- 
gency that young women won over 
the cause Christ than there today. 
this great work the teaching Sister 
plays important part. entire 
school and educational system would 
vain,” says Pius XII, “were this aim 
not the center all your work. 
strive for such end with all your 
strength what Our Lord wishes you. 
has called you the mission edu- 
cating young women order make 
them perfect Christians, and this voca- 
tion will one day demand exact 
account.” 
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Make Benedictine 


purpose meeting here try 

draw some kind workable 
program for the guidance Novice and 
Scholastic Mistresses. mind we, 
Benedictines, already have the neces- 
sary principles, although may some- 
what negligent their application and 
adaptation. must ever hold St. 
Benedict’s qualifications for recruitment: 
Does the postulant “truly seek God”; 
“eager for the work God, obedience 
and humiliations”? Ordinarily the part 
the candidate, all that required 
the right intention together with suit- 
ability consisting such gifts and 
graces and proved uprightness life— 
and sufficient knowledge carry out the 
required duties religious. Taking 
these principles for our guidance, how can 
best apply them and adapt them 
modern day needs? Are really doing 
our duty training our subjects, ad- 
vancing them their “seeking God,” 
and they persevere their high ideals? 


Pope St. Gregory, his beautiful bi- 
ography our Holy Founder, gives 
wonderful appreciation ideals and ob- 
jectives. writes: man God, 
Benedict, among the many wonderful. 
works that made him famous this world, 
was also conspicuous for his teaching: for 
wrote Rule for monks, remarkable 
for discretion and rich instruction. 
anyone desires know more deeply 
the life and character the man, may 
find the ordinances that Rule the 
exact image his whole government: for, 


This paper was the keynote address for the 
Novitiate Workshop held Mount St. Scho- 
lastica, July Aug. 10, 1951. 


the holy man cannot possibly have taught 
otherwise than lived.”! this al- 
most complete appraisal might added 
that also find the Holy Rule the 
balanced temperament the author, 
well the gathered harvest rich 
monastic past and the spiritual teachings 
the early Fathers. And all this, St. 
Benedict himself tells his Prologue, 
“under the guidance the Gospel” and 
the Catholic Church, when Christianity 
was its greatest fervor. would 
indeed difficult for improve such 
aims and objectives. Time also adds 
the testimony the soundness all. 

St. Benedict loved tradition. loved 
the Church’s ways. held the law; 
demanded authority; kept close 
the inspired Scriptures, and lived “under 
the guidance the Gospel.” Order per- 
vades throughout the Holy Rule, 
religious gravity and high strength 
mind the power enforce and 
dispense. And upon all this, there 
other normal check than the judg- 
ment Almighty God. obtain aims 
and objectives, St. Benedict left the 
seventy-three instruments Good Works 
contained the fourth chapter his 
Holy Rule. And these many, three 
are his pet instruments Obedience, 
Silence, and Humility. Through the 
mastery these, the Benedictine goes 
God! Little wonder then that Pope Pius 
XII, the Feast St. Benedict, March 
21, 1947, his Encyclical “Fulgens Radi- 
atur” stated: star the darkness 
night Benedict Nursia brilliantly 
shines the whole Our Holy 
Father urges back Benedict 
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and accept his plan that plan which 
once gloriously made Europe “One 
Christian Family.” 

Who will ever able measure the 
influence the spirit St. Benedict? 
Should try, remarks Dom Prosper 
Guéranger, should have transcribe 
the annals all the nations the West- 
ern Church, from the seventh century 
unto our own that St. 
Benedict becomes known the “Father 
due the simple fact that St. Benedict 
thought only God, and souls desirous 
And for this all-important 
matter, would simply establish 
School the Lord’s Service.” pos- 
sible that because this single-minded- 
ness purpose God has blessed the 
Monks” with such singular fruitfulness? 
We, too, may obtain our objectives best 
reading, loving, and living the Holy 
Rule. Perhaps still the best way 
make application and adaptations. 

You have come together here, for these 
few days, great things for God. 
You wish make yourselves and others 
understand better how make God bet- 
under the guidance and direction God 
Himself. The only weakness possible 
ourselves, the human instruments, 
that have been assigned the appointed 
tasks. But this weakness can over- 
come prolonged reflection based upon 
prayer. The results will good and pro- 
ductive long they are basically 
Benedictine. must never 
made speedily, lest they reveal them- 
selves dangerous compromises. One 
the best means attracting the young 
the religious life, seems me, for 
live that religious life its fulness. 
was founded that way the genius 
saintly founders, approved such 
God and His Church, and has been sanc- 
tioned innumerable saintly lives. 

obvious that realize these high 
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ideals, superiors and their appointees 
have play the important parts them- 
selves. the superiors that the 
other religious look for guidance. The 
efficiency and the prosperity the works 
the religious will the outward ex- 
pressions the superiors’ interior guid- 
ance. Superiors, and those placed 
superior positions, must the moulders 
religious sanctification, and the 
same time the servants the common 
good. Such responsibilities are weighty 
indeed one can deny have 
come together, with the hope that when 
depart, will have become more en- 
lightened. May God grant will so! 


Religious and the Apostolate 


our times more than ever before, 
religious should become 
auxiliaries the hierarchy the Church 
especially the missionary apostolate. 
The religious have done nobly the past, 
but since times have changed, and people 
have become more enlightened, and the 
enemies the Church have adopted what 
best the Church for their sinister ob- 
jectives, religious also need more pro- 
found knowledge souls their needs 
and aspirations. imperative that 
religious more and more loyal their 
own high ideals, and that they cooperate 
and harmonize with the Church bring- 
ing the masses back God. For this 
will always need enlightened prudence 
discerning vocations and even more solici- 
tude the training Novices and youth- 
ful religious. 

order achieve better results, the 
discipline the liberal arts and sciences 
the training the intellect useful. 
Such discipline makes for more liberal 
culture for training the ability 
think, judge, and reason. Training the 
liberal arts leads one consideration 
ideas and principles and regard them 
more importance than the mere ac- 
cumulation factual knwledge. de- 
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velop the moral and supernatual facul- 
ties, we, likewise, need study and prac- 
tice our religion. This ought the 
unifying principle all our development. 
the last analysis means the forma- 
tion habits thinking and acting, 
according right reason, under the guid- 
ance and teaching Christ. Perhaps 
nowhere else could such aims and objec- 
tives better developed than the 
close association family-like group 
Mistress and Novices, Scholastics and 
Teacher, under Benedictine roof, “the 
enclosure the monastery and stability 
the community.” (Holy Rule, Ch. 

every age God seems raise 
His Church doctors, theologians, and 
teachers fulfill the needs the times, 
defend the Church, preserve the 
faith from all errors correcting the 
heterodox, instructing the ignorant, direct- 
ing the wayward leading men back 
God. That indeed the function the 
hierarchy, the apostolate well-trained for 
the spiritual combat. But all teachers 
well must share this work God’s 
institution, under the guidance the 
hierarchy. The advantages ob- 
tained are many, both personal and for 
the common good. Sisters, well 
other teachers, must able explain 
the Faith: writing, instructions, 
lectures. they wish well there 
considerable need training, similar 
that which the Church her wisdom 
outlines and demands her sacred 
ministers. 

share this noble work, you have 
begun today from humble beginnings 
great task that ought almost with- 
out limits its possibilities. You have 
selected definite topics for discussion, and 
you mean accomplish some definite 
purposes. Stay with the subject matter 
hand, try define your meanings— 
generally and specifically. Use arguments 
fom the Scriptures, 
tradition, and the Holy Rule. 


Seek for examples, especially the life 
Christ, for more concrete meanings. 
Show also the methods and practices 
followed. This work training 
the things God might easily extend 
throughout the whole our religious life. 
could beneficial for better religious 
life. can love only what know. 
wish love God more and better, 
must try know Him better. Such 
training then might well extend through- 
out the years the Novitiate and the 
Juniorate; might given regular 
class-work, possibly for scholastic credit. 
After that the training could continue, be- 
coming more intensified for those who 
wish specialize that field order 
teach. The whole community might 
times audit lectures principles doc- 
trine and teaching, and thereby highly 
augment their own personal religious life. 
must approach this whole matter, 
not much with theological mind, 
philosophical, nor scientific mind, but 
rather religious mind religious the 
sense the Latin word, “re-ligere,” 
bound attached Christ, again, 
understand Christ. People ought 
allowed ask questions, arouse dis- 
cussion, and anticipate responses. The 
Church laws say that the Postulancy 
ought /east six months, the Novi- 
tiate one year, and thereby seems 
legislate for the minimum. How much 
better would our novitiate attitude 
lasted throughout our whole lives. 


Set Standards for Vocations 


Many may come the religious 
life, but not all must chosen. re- 
member it, was the mind the late 
Pope Pius that would better 
refuse several unfit, rather than ad- 
mit one that unfit. St. Frances 
Chantal used say, you want 
preserve the spirit your holy voca- 
tion, faithful the principle not pro- 
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fessing girls who have not the requisite 
qualifications; otherwise you will ruin 
yourselves and all the good and the tran- 
quillity your houses.” does not 
seem that those who leave that 
cause the worry and concern, but rather 
those who remain with us. they have 
the true Benedictine Are they cut 
out for the common life oratory, re- 
fectory, dormitory, and recreation? 

its beauty and vigor, above all neces- 
sary have high and superior standard 
for vocations. God’s grace assists, but 
does not destroy human nature. The 
danger must averted preventing un- 
desirable elements from entering into the 
religious community. Such subjects will 
never help, matter how desperate- 
need the numbers; they might ever 
easily become stumbling blocks, ob- 
stacles and dangerous source corrup- 
tion for others. St. Benedict’s “virtuous 
increase” not much numbers 
quality. 


Charity Primary Importance 


Finally, must try study this whole 
matter giving the primary place 
the very essence Christian perfection, 
and thereby the religious life, namely, 
charity. “But above all things have 
charity which the bond perfection.” 
(Col. 14). believe that necessary 
come back this most important mat- 
ter time and again. Youthful religious, 
especially novices, are inclined attach 
more importance something that 
new them the way the religious 
life, for example, poverty, obedience, 
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minute regular observance, bodily morti- 
fication, even trifling things than the 
essential matter charity. Our correc- 
tions must always made kindness, 
must learn reach down the level 
the novices. The charity Christ 
was that way. Cheerfulness our ways 
means much children. 
Example always plays important 
Correct observance the religious life 
should “natural” with the Mistresses, 
The twelfth degree humility “to let 
our humility show our whole 
surely the most difficult all the de- 
grees, and the one most likely mis- 
interpreted. Still, spells our sincerity, 
too. Our conduct cannot but inspire 
others for good for ill. must 
keep busy the religious life, and there 
are surely plenty things keep 
occupied. Sanctity and perfection are 
not the achievements idlers. should 
pray every day for our charges, and pray 
also that may always inspire them 
perform the noble and the good. 
God’s work, and not slacken 
our efforts, will not niggardly 
His wonderful graces. 


NOTES 


The Dialogues St. Gregory the Great, ed. 
Coleridge (London, Burns Oates, 1911), Bk. 
II, Ch. 36, 115. 


translation the Encyclical Letter Pope Pius 
XII, concerning the celebration the XIV Cen- 
tenary the Death St. Benedict (Lisle, 
St. Procopius Abbey, 1947). 


The Liturgical Year, tr. Dom Lawrence 
Shepherd, O.S.B. (Westminster, Md., Newman 
Press, 1949), 432. 
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Century Benedictine Education 


Benedictine Sisters America 
trace their origin the Convent 
Just European settlements the Bene- 
dictine convents were founded proximi- 
the abbeys, and the missionary and 
educational work was shared the 
monks and the Sisters, too America 
the Benedictine monks felt that the Sis- 
ters could supplement the missionary 
work the monks and take over the in- 
struction the children the schools. 
the request Archabbot Boniface 
Wimmer three Benedictine Sisters left 
Eichstatt June 21, 1852, and came the 
United States begin the great work 
education and teach the Benedictine 
way life which has been traditionally 
handed down through the centuries since 
the foundation the first monasteries 
and convents the year 529, when St. 
Benedict wrote his Rule for the guidance 
all who would enter the school the 
Lord’s service. 

These three Sisters founded the first 
mission house St. Marys, Elk County, 
Pennsylvania, and conducted St. Bene- 
dict’s Academy for girls for both day 
pupils and boarders from the first year 
their arrival. The little company grew, 
and four years time 1856 the 
field educational labor was extended 
Erie, Pennsylvania. This foundation 
turn expanded further, and new mission 
houses soon sprang from several 
states west the Alleghenies. From this 
small beginning trace extensive 
system with Benedictine 
motherhouses twenty-eight dioceses 
the United States, which turn have de- 


pendent mission centers and schools 
twenty-nine other dioceses. Other Euro- 
pean foundations also have from time 
time sent groups Sisters the United 
States. The Olivetans, branch white 
Benedictines, came the United States 
1887 and settled Arkansas. the 
turn the century another Benedictine 
group, originally from France, settled 
the Archdiocese New Orleans, where 
they have established their motherhouse. 
The missionary Benedictine Sisters came 
Norfolk, Nebraska, from Bavaria 
1923. Thus the educational activities 
the Benedictine Sisters the first hundred 
years their existence the United 
States extend over vast territory fifty- 
seven archdioceses and dioceses. 

order present the educational 
status the Benedictine Sisters accu- 
rately possible questionnaire was 
drawn and sent all the motherhouses 
asking each give pertinent data con- 
cerning the educational work carried 
each separate community. The data 
thus obtained are analyzed here and pre- 
sented historical survey Benedic- 
tine education the United States over 
the period 1852-1952, the first hundred 
years America. The Catholic Direc- 
tory (1951) shows total thirty-three 
Benedictine motherhouses which have 
education youth one the fields 
labor. Thirty these responded the 
questionnaire and due credit should 
given the Mother Prioresses who 
kindly and promptly replied the re- 
quest for the information. Without their 
cooperation this survey would not have 
materialized. addition the ques- 
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tionnaire the Catholic Directory proved 
helpful source supply data not 
directly gleaned from the questionnaire. 

The educational work the Benedic- 
tine Sisters practically every foundation 
began the establishment academy 
for girls connection with the mother- 
house. the earlier days the academies 
were finishing schools for young ladies, and 
the fundamental subjects the language 
arts, arithmetic, science, and the fine arts 
constituted the core 
lectual, cultural, and moral training 
religious atmosphere was provided accord- 
ing the ideals prompted the Rule 
St. Benedict for the Benedictine way 
life. The curriculum was extensive 
may gleaned from the early prospectus 
any the academies. Special atten- 
tion was always given art, music, and 
needlecraft. 

some the earlier years the foun- 
dations hard distinguish between 
the grade school and the high school 
division now understand it. The 
data collected from the institutions show 
definitely that the early foundations were 
concerned with the aining the young 
lady, morally, intellectually, 
turally. Whether was high school 
course the sense understand to- 
day not, there evidence that educa- 
tion was carried beyond the eight years 
the elementary school. 

attempt was made collect data 
the enrollment the schools the 
first year each school’s existence or- 
der show comparison the number 
children under the influence our 
schools over the period years. This 
plan, however, had abandoned be- 
cause records were not always accurately 
kept and numbers the few instances 
where they are available would mis- 
leading. 

The survey the education promoted 
the Benedictine Sisters shows that 
each Benedictine family has developed 
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the educational system its area meet 
the local problems the day St. Bene- 
dict repeatedly advises his Holy 
Rule. Elementary education our pre- 
sent system has expanded from the grade 
school the secondary school. With the 
advancement the times need for col- 
lege education was felt, and the Benedic- 
tine Sisters, true their heritage and 
tradition, came forward and provided op- 
portunity for training this higher level 
also. First the junior college, then the 
senior college became well organized 
unit the Benedictine way preparing 
youth live Christian life. This 
gradual development evident study- 
ing the school system. All the mother- 
houses, with the exception one, opened 


academy with grade school for girls. 


which was frequently combined with 
high school soon after the foundation 
was made. 

Eighteen academies for grade-school 
children were functioning before 1900; 
two others between 1900 and 1910; three 
opened between 1910 and 1920; one be- 
teen 1945 and 1950, and one 1951. 
The majority these grade schools were 
established the first half century the 
Sisters’ settlement this country. The 
opening the grade school usually co- 
incides with the foundation the mother- 
house. Since there was not always 
strict division between grade and high 
school, impossible give the exact 
dates for the opening the high schools. 
Thirteen the motherhouses reporting 
give dates for the opening high schools 
ranging between 1865 and 1931 and one 
was opened more recently 1949 one 
the newly formed foundations. Six 
communities reported academy grade 
school for girls. these one has board- 
ing school for grade-school boys; two have 
academy for high-school children, and 
three reported educational work the 
parish schools only. 

Education the college level was 
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outgrowth the need the communities 
felt for training their own Sisters the 
professional field well meet the 
challenge education the higher level 
for the laity. Two communities express- 
state that they established teacher 
training school for their own Sisters; one 
these later developed into four-year 
liberal arts college open women well 
the Sisters, while the other developed 
into four-year teacher training college. 


Date opening 
1888 


Convent Queen Angels 
Mt. Angel, Oregon 

Convent Immaculate Conception 1914 
Ferdinand, Indiana 


Date expansion into four- 
year college 

Convent Queen liberal arts col- 
Mt. Angel, Oregon ege 

Convent Immaculate Con- 1945 4-year teacher 

ception, Ferdinand training exclu- 

Indinana sively for Sis- 
ters 


The dates for the establishment 
junior and senior colleges the other 
communities range from 1912 1950. 


Date opening Open. exp. into 
Junior College Senior College 
Villa St. Scholastica 1912 1924 
Duluth, Minnesota 
College St. Benedict 1913 
St. Joseph, Minnesota 
Benedictine Heights 1916 
Guthrie, Oklahoma 
Villa Madonna College 1921 *1924 
Covington, Kentucky 
Mount St. Scholastica College 1926 1930 
Atchison, Kansas 
Sacred Heart College 1935 1950 
Yankton, South Dakota 
Sacred Heart College 1940 
Cullman, Alabama 
Donnelly College 1948 
Kansas City, Kansas 
(Benedictine Sisters 
Atchison, Kansas 


Since 1929 Villa Madonna College diocesan 
college under the administration the Bishop, 
the clergy, and the teaching religious the 
diocese. 

present the Benedictine Sisters have 
under their complete administration six 
senior liberal arts colleges and two junior 
colleges. One the junior colleges most 
recently established Kansas City, 
Kansas, the Benedictine Sisters 


Atchison co-educational community 
college. The general purpose the col- 
lege reported the National Catholic 
Educational Association Proceedings 1949 
twofold: enable boys and girls 
obtain least two years Catholic 
college education without prohibitive ex- 
pense and permit adults whose 
formal education completed return 
for special courses day evening 
classes which may serve stimulus and 
beneficial them their civic, social, 
and religious life. This further evidence 
the spirit Benedictinism, which al- 
ways interested meeting the challenge 
the day and leading youth better 
realization the ultimate purpose seek 
God all things. 


Changes Noted Policy 


Twelve communities reported some 
change policy regard the original 
plan for the school established the 
motherhouse. These changes reflect the 
flexible characteristic Benedictinism 
keeping with stability laid down 
our Holy Founder St. Benedict early 
529. repeatedly says his Holy 
Rule that the monks should adapt them- 
selves the times and the places where 
they may be, and always bear mind 
that their great work seek God 
all things and lead the child from the 
things the flesh the things God. 

the course the years the parish 
school system grew stronger, and the de- 
mand for the education girls beyond 
the grade school level created 
problem for space the original academy 
buildings. reponse this need five 
communities reported that the grade 
school connection with the academy 
was closed order able accom- 
modate larger number high school 
pupils. After 1910 more and more girls 
were completing their high school educa- 
tion, and the Sisters modified their plans 
order provide for this need. Three 
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communities closed the grade school when 
the demands for college education be- 
came pressing. One community, the 
Benedictine Sisters Covington, Ken- 
tucky, gave both grade and high school 
for the cause higher education the 
college level. Villa Madonna College 
was opened the Benedictine Sisters and 
operated first junior college 1921, 
then senior college 1924 until the 
close the scholastic year June, 1929. 
this time the ordinary the diocese 
requested the three religious communities 
whose motherhouses were the dio- 
cese Covington open diocesan col- 
lege for the training the religious teach- 
ers and lay women. was this circum- 
stance that prompted the Benedictine 
Sisters close St. Walburg Academy, 
which had been functioning since 1863, 
order cooperate with the diocesan 
project the joint administration Villa 
Madonna College, which was then moved 
downtown and operated the building 
formerly occupied St. Walburg Aca- 
demy. 

Queen Angels Convent, Mt. Angel, 
Oregon, expanded the teacher-training 
program, begun solely for the Sisters 
the community 1888, into four-year 
liberal arts college open religious and 
lay women 1947. recent years 
there has been demand for adult education 
programs and again the Benedictine Sis- 
ters have met the challenge the times. 
Donnelly College Kansas City, Kansas, 
definitely community college and 
includes adult education its program. 
The Benedictine Sisters Duluth report- 
specifically that adult education 
program was inaugurated connection 
with the college September, 1951. True 
the traditions the Order the com- 
munities have met the need the hour 
and have always been ready change 
and modify policies accordance with 
the spirit St. Benedict. The problem 
co-education the secondary school 
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and the college level has been successfully 
met through the parish high school system 
and the community college, which was 
explained above the case Donnelly 
College. 

The school Bristow, Virginia, an- 
other example how the Benedictines 
have been willing make sacrifices for 
the greater good community. Board- 
ing schools for girls were numerous the 
turn the century, but there were few 
boarding schools for boys. The Sisters 
Bristow recognized this new field and 
were willing adapt themselves the 
change policy. 1922 they closed 
their boarding school for girls and con- 
verted their academy into 
school for boys. This has developed into 
splendid military academy for boys, and 
present has enrollment 295 boys 
between the ages and 15. 

The Sisters St. Augustine, Florida, 
have academy and boarding school for 
both boys and girls the grade school 
level. 

There third boarding school for 
boys cared for the Benedictine Sisters 
St. Bede’s Priory founded Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin, 1948. Since there 
other Catholic school this vicinity, 
girls are admitted day pupils. 
rollment 1951-1952 boarders and 
day pupils. 

general boarding schools the 
grade-school level and some 
the high-school level have been definitely 
the decline over period years. 
The total number boarding schools be- 
low the college level under the direction 
the Benedictine Sisters 25. These 
may broken down follows: 

Grade school for 
Grade school for girls..... 


Grade and High School. 
High School 


There evidence that the parish 
school unit was strengthened both the 
grade and the high-school level the num- 
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ber boarding schools decreased. Many 
the communities found necessary 
close the boarding school make room 
for the ever growing number day pupil 
applicants. All the above boarding 
schools also admit day pupils. the 
college level all, with the exception 
Donnelly College which strictly day 
student college, accommodate boarders 
and day students. 

The invitation the Benedictine Sis- 
ters come America 1852 was 
definitely call work the missionary 
field through the schools which were then 
being established response the Ple- 
nary Council Baltimore which pro- 


claimed the importance parish 


connection with every church where- 
ever possible. The field was and still 
large one. After the period one 
hundred years find that the Benedic- 
tine Sisters now conduct 407 parish grade 
schools and total parish high 
schools. These are distinct from the 
private academies conducted the 
Sisters. The total enrollment grade 
school children all the schools includ- 
ing the academies for the current year 
1951-1952 81,311; the enrollment the 
high school 9,253. add these 
the total enrollment the col- 
leges, which 1,922, find that pre- 
sent total 82,488 souls are being 
instructed and trained the Benedictine 
way life the Sisters. This represents 
the enrollment for one year consider- 
ing the enrollment over the period the 
hundred years the number will very 
much greater. 

Many the communities also conduct 
kindergarten classes for the pre-school 
child. This department has been re- 
organized part the elementary 
education and the movement for its pro- 
motion growing rapidly. Our data 
will not permit accurate report since 
not certain that all communities re- 
ported for this department. Several listed 


under the item ‘other types schools’ 


called for the questionnaire. 


Special Types Schools 


There are three outstanding ‘other 
types’ schools that should men- 
tioned. The first the Military School 
for Boys Bristow, Virginia, referred 
before. This definitely type school 
that not just the usual grade school. 
fulfills its purpose boarding school 
for boys, but gives additional training 
that emphasizes the physical, moral, cul- 
tural, and civic well-being the child 
religious atmosphere and background. 

The second St. Gertrude’s School 
Arts and Crafts founded 1926 Wash- 
ington, D.C., Dom Thomas Verner 
Moore and cared for the Benedictine 
Sisters Duluth, Minnesota. The hand- 
icapped child through mental retarda- 
tion problem child who needs instruc- 
tion that cannot given regular 
classroom. The work must much 
more individual than can ever 
crowded classroom. St. Gertrude’s School 
provides the kind training home- 
like atmosphere that will give the mental- 
retarded child confidence and security 
through cultural, social, moral, religious, 
and intellectual training adapted the 
needs and abilities each one. 

The third type not really distinct 
type school, but school missiona- 
character. the Indian Day and 
Boarding School established the In- 
dian reservations. This should more 
properly dealt with under the mis- 
sionary activities, but included here 
round out the educational aspect 
Benedictinism. Three communities have 
present total four Indian schools 
according the response received for this 
survey. One these was established 
early 1886 and the most recent one 
1924. 

One the other the communities 
mentioned orphanages, vacation schools, 
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catechetical centers, 
classes Sundays educational pro- 
jects under the direction the Sisters. 
The data each case are far from com- 
plete these activities will not 
treated this survey. 

After 1920 the movement the central 
high school gave rise another new ven- 
ture the educational field. The cen- 
tral high school proved solution 
problems that arose areas where in- 
dividual parishes could not very well 
sponsor separate high school for the 
children, where there was shortage 
religious teachers staff several small 
high schools. These problems were solv- 
partly having the parishes share 
the expense maintaining school and 
the Sisters religious communities share 
the burden staffing the school. Our 
survey shows that seven the Benedic- 
tine communities have total twenty- 
teaching central highschools. 
The number Sisters any one com- 
munity thus engaged ranges from 

some areas the United States 
there are definite sections populated en- 
tirely Catholics. several states the 
State provides the school and pays the 
salaries the teachers composed entirely 
religious teachers. Eleven communi- 
ties the Sisters Atchison, Yankton, 
Guthrie, Sioux City, Nauvoo, Cull- 
man, Jonesboro, Ft. Smith, Ferdinand, 
Cottonwood, Crookston, Minot, South 
Dakota— reported that they have com- 
plete charge public schools this 
basis. Six communities have such school 
each; two have schools; one has 11; 
one has and one has schools. Several 
the above communities also have Sis- 
ters teaching public high schools. 
the high-school level the school 
usually under public school official, and 
one more Sisters may the teach- 
ing staff. total high schools was 
reported which the number Sisters 
teaching the staff ranges from 
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the college level, total Sisters 
from six different communities 
gaged teaching eight different col- 
leges other than their own. Likewise six 
communities have had Sisters ex- 
change faculty members teaching other 
institutions irregular times and inter- 
vals. Nine communities have had one 
several the Sisters the faculty for 
summer schools Catholic University 
America and its branches other 
Universities. all Sisters have been 
thus engaged teaching summer courses 
both the graduate and undergraduate 
level. 


Professional Training for Sisters 


The professional training the Sisters 
the undergraduate level provided 
the communities various ways. 
the earlier years the foundation many 
the communities provided for the train- 
ing their teachers the normal schools 
within their own motherhouses. time, 
more complete college training be- 
came requisite for certification, the open- 
ing junior and senior colleges the 
motherhouses provided for the scholastic 
training the young religious. Some 
the communities reported that extension 
summer schools affiliated with some 
established college are conducted the 
motherhouse for the purpose training 
the Sisters for their work the teaching 
field. One community, the Sisters 
Ferdinand, Indiana, present operate 
full four-year teacher training exclusively 
for their Sisters. The Sisters Coving- 
ton, Louisiana, conduct two-year teach- 
training department exclusively for 
their Sisters. The seven communities 
that operate colleges admit their Sisters 
the regular classes with the lay students 
but make ample provision the 
culum for the professional training the 
Sisters. Ten communities 
Sisters diocesan colleges for the under- 
graduate degrees. All communities 
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ported that they send Sisters other in- 
stitutions for college training; thus even 
those who have their own colleges not 
restrict the training all the Sisters 
one college. All communities exercise 
their good judgment providing training 
for the Sisters various schools. For the 
advanced degrees and the preparation 
the faculties staff the colleges all com- 
munities send their Sisters recognized 
universities for work specialized fields. 

This, then, briefly gives the status 
the educational work the Benedictine 
Sisters after one hundred years pioneer 
labor establishing academies and col- 
leges for the training youth, well 
the work the Sisters the parish 
school units the elementary and secon- 
dary school level. ‘To summarize the 
statistics, there are present ten board- 
ing schools exclusively for grade school 
children; three these are for boys; seven 
boarding schools for grade and high 
school and eight exclusively for high 
school students. the college level 
there are eight institutions open board- 
ing and day students and one co-educa- 
tional community college for day students 
only. addition the private schools, 
the Benedictine Sisters the United 
States present conduct 407 parish 
schools and parish high schools. 
Their aim ever carry out the motto 
St. Benedict, “That all things God 
may glorified.” 

this end all Benedictine schools 
strive give students understanding 
and appreciation the Catholic 
philosophy life. They endeavor im- 
bue their pupils with right principles 
action and with clear and convincing 
for living them. The 
classes, the curriculum, 
guidance offered students are directed 
character formation the light Cath- 
olic ideals and principles established 
St. Benedict. 


The Benedictine 
Teacher 


EACHING high privilege. Those 
who teach must make conscious ef- 
forts not lose the awareness that 
such. Amid the task and tedium plot- 
ting courses, correcting papers, and cal- 
culating grades, easy least 
temporarily forget the greatness 
the mission which the teacher com- 
mitted. Against such forgetfulness con- 
stant vigilance must exerted, for for- 
getfulness engenders carelessness. And, 
says Pope Pius his encyclical letter 
education, “It important make 
mistake the pursuit the last end.” 
The two are intimately and inseparably 
bound together. 

Teaching profession privilege, 
but not least among its privileges the 
opportunity which offers bring 
those who are taught the realization that 
they are persons privilege. This 
especially true the case the Catholic 
college teacher America. The stu- 
dents who enroll our colleges are un- 
mistakably privileged their intellectual 
endowments. they not more than 
average capabilities, they could not have 
matriculated. They are privileged 
their citizenship this nation where they 
enjoy both civil and religious liberties. 
They are above all privileged their 
Christian baptism which they have 
been made children God and heirs 
heaven. 

Certainly teaching students that 
they are persons privilege the Christian 
teacher does not wish swell them with 
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pride nor make them feel that they 
have place apart from and above those 
with whom they mingle the business 
mart, the voting hall, and the parish 
church. Quitethecontrary. teach- 
intent creating them the con- 
viction that they have more than com- 
mon obligation leaven society. 
Into society they must infuse added 
goodness and they must labor for the ex- 
pansion every good which already 
it. 

very much has been said and written 
America recent times about equali- 
ty, that Americans, and large, feel 
that democracy threatened any 
claim inequality. The teacher has, 
therefore, real task accomplish with 
students. They 


have gradually brought see that 
while all persons are equal their essen- 
tial nature and true democracy— 
have equal claims justice under law, 
all are not equal their endowments; 
all not have equal opportunities 


know the truth. Since all are not equal- 
possession the truth, they are 
consequently not equally right their 
allegiances. fine, students must 
brought see that all privileges create 
inequalities. Further they must made 
see that just there duty correl- 
ative every right there responsibili- 
correlative every privilege. The 
responsibilities which flow from com- 
munity and personal privileges cannot 
blamelessly shuffled off; they must 
conscience accepted. That why 
students should trained dwell upon 
their possession privilege. That 
why the duty leavening the mass 
society devolves upon them special 
obligation. 

Anyone who has followed the proceed- 
ings the regional and national con- 
gresses students which have taken 
place abroad and home during the past 
decade knows that students are placing 
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high concentration rights and low 
concentration duties. Their interpre- 
tation academic freedom, their NSA 
Student Bill Rights, their Purchase 
Card System, and the rapidly growing 
number particular instances which 
they have publicly protested the ad- 
ministrational policies the institutions 
which they are enrolled are evidences 
this. for other reason than 
save them from fatal frustration, stu- 
dents today need taught that like 
the One who came “not ministered 
unto but minister” they will find ful- 
filment fulfilment the fulfilment 
duty. 


Benedictine Prerogatives 


the year which com- 
memorated the one-hundredth anniver- 
sary the coming the Benedictine 
Sisters America, the successors the 
pioneers may with fairness, and must 
duty ask, “What prerogatives Bene- 
dictine teachers have for successfully com- 
municating their students sense 
privilege?” Undue claims always damage 
more than they assist. But recall- 
ing mind the words uttered the late 
Cardinal Suhard his famous Growth 
Decline, cannot due claims special pre- 
rogatives made? “If given religious 
order had not been founded,” his Emi- 
nence wrote, “if given continent had 
not been explored, the Church would 
have neither the same form nor the same 
extension. She would not what she 
today.” The truth the statement 
granted, does not become the duty 
well the privilege every Benedictine 
teacher see that students Benedic- 
tine schools not lack knowledge 
the determinations which the Church and 
the institutions civil society have re- 
ceived through the instrumentality the 
Order St. Benedict? 

The ways which this knowledge can 
brought students are many and 
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varied. The College Saint Benedict, 
Joseph, Minnesota, has way peculi- 
arly its own for accomplishing the task. 
Seventeen years ago adopted in- 
duction ceremony for incoming freshmen 
the staging pageant portraying four- 
teen centuries Benedictine life and 
work, The pageant, which concludes 
with the conferring caps and gowns 
and the passing lighted torches the 
freshmen, shows fire lighted the sixth 
century St. Benedict, ardent faith 
and burning with zeal for the diffusion 
natural and supernatural goods. The 
fire enkindles many his countrymen 
who become his disciples. The flame 
faith and charity which they receive from 
Benedict’s fire they hand others, 
bringing them the truths Christiani- 
and the arts civilization. This trans- 
mission, continued through generations 
saints and scholars, artisans and 
moulders ecclesiastic and civil com- 
munities, finally brings the many tribes 
Europe under its light and warmth. 


Benedictine Life Leavens Society 


setting before the newly-come stu- 
dent the manner which the lives 
peasants and princes, priests and primi- 
tives are interwoven into whole and 
noble society, the pageant employs dance 
and drama, poetry and pantomime, song 
and story. concretizes its message 
singling out from history fourteen in- 
dividual men and women drawn from the 
fourteen centuries through which Christi- 
ans, committed the pattern life 
marked out St. Benedict, tried be, 

Briefly what the pageant does 
show the students what means 
persons privilege and how discharge 
the responsibilities attendant upon given 
privileges. The story each the 


fourteen saints different, but for all 
them their accomplishments were the 
fruit their dedication Work and 
Prayer, the double light which St. 
Benedict emblazoned the way his disciples 
were follow. History stands witness 
the worth their accomplishments. 
Privileged the possession physical 
vigor, these disciples converted wilder- 
ness and wastelands into productive 
fields; privileged their advantages 
learning, they became the schoolmasters 
the unlettered hordes Europe; 
privileged having heard the “good 
the Gospel, they evangelized the 
pagan nations; privileged their training 
according solid rule life, they wise- 
legislated for many peoples. 

not the average student truly 
privileged they? Some lesser 
degree, perhaps; but all the same man- 
ner. They are gifted with health and 
strength, with more than ordinary intel- 
lectual and moral potentialities, with 
enviable earthly citizenship, and with 


faith and grace which are titles heaven 


itself. They must taught honestly 
recognize their privileges and faithfully 
discharge the responsibilities their 
privileges; both are providentially in- 
tended. 

Why should the Benedictine teacher 
able instruct modern students 
how meet the challenge their 
privileges? Simply because she 
especially committed the study and 
imitation the life and virtues St. 
Benedict. And Pope Pius XII has told 
the Universal Church his encyclical 
Fulgens Radiatur that “our age troubled 
and anxious for the vast material and 
moral ruins, perils, and losses that have 
been heaped up, can borrow from him 
[Benedict] the needed remedies.” 
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Monastic Liturgical 


HAT inspiring and powerful 

force for good the Church 
truly prayerful choir! the perfec- 
tion belief dominates every thought 
and every chanted phrase: for the 
ready and willing heart profession, the 
second baptism; seen produce 
the soul marvelous intensification the 
sacramental gift faith. choir, 
sort supernatural clearing house, the 
religious family’s daily acts “the vir- 
tuous zeal which separateth from vice and 
leadeth God and life 
cast off their imperfections and are accept- 
the rate exchange established 
the divine bounty and announced the 
Church’s prayer. 

Whoever would participate the glori- 
fication God monastic family, 
even study its sacred liturgy, must set 
aside all the concepts prayer that ad- 
mit mediocrity and externalism. Here 
the goal perfection, the absolute best 
which men are capable through cor- 
respondence with the Lord working 
their allowances must 
always made. All the days his life 
the monk will humiliated his at- 
tempt offer worthy praise God, 
God’s work. Although his consci- 
entious effort unfailingly pleasing 
the Divine Majesty, and scrupulosity 
must avoided all costs, the religious 
realizes full well that never arrives 
the goal his desire; never can suc- 
ceed entirely. fact, knows that 
can never wholly set aside the dread 


Reprinted permission author and publish- 
from The School the Lord’s Service, Vol. 
pp. 358-361. (The Grail Press, 1949). 
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praying unworthily, offense that would 
provoke the divine anger. “Cursed 
that doth the work the Lord deceit- 

Intense spiritual realities combine 
make monastic liturgical worship the 
life the Church. is, first all, 
ardent desire that God may praised 
all creatures, always, everywhere: the 
Benedicite canticle and the Laudate Psalms 
the end Lauds, which the choir 
calls upon all creatures bless and praise 
the Lord, are expression its own 
conviction. Among the men the choir 
stalls there oneness Christ, not 
only two three gathered together 
His but sizeable religious 
family, large enough, usually, observe 
with faithfulness every detail the 
Church’s regulations for making choir 
worship the thing beauty when 
reverently performed. 

Many factors enter into the complexity 
monastic liturgical life, but all its 
reduced the simplicity seeking God’s 
glory all based the in- 
telligent creature’s conscious dwelling 
the divine presence which strives pour 
itself out the humblest praises the 
eternal goodness. realizes that what 
ever perfection achieved the ascetical 
order the work God the human 
soul; true monks eagerly praise the Lord 
ing thanks the Father Mercies, 
unceasing acknowledgment and atone- 
ment imperfection and fault, the ever- 
renewed plea worthy perform 
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those works which are pleasing God’s 
sight. The whole effort carefully 
regulated, for the liturgy the solemn, 
official, public worship the Church. 

spiritual realities, many those fac- 
tors which make for perfection liturgical 
praise cannot appear the surface, 
measured men. Some the 
qualities that make prayer acceptable 
God are: the love motive, ideally 
brought its perfection those for 
whom the love the Lord God with the 
whole heart, the whole soul, the whole 
strength® prefaces all the moral virtues 
the Instruments Good Works; the 
spirit willingness and submission 
those who have all things denied them- 
selves order follow the un- 
counted hours spiritual reading and 
mental prayer during which the beauties 
the supernatural order are revealed, 
and are later recognized the hour 
the Church’s official praise; the recol- 
lectedness, silence, separation from the 
world, and the detachment from goods 
earth which help create the atmosphere 
for praying; the extensive training the 
Psalms, which St. Benedict proposed 
the principal prayer his followers; the 
exhortations and instructions the Ab- 
bot, whose obligation showing his men 
all that good and will offer much 
inspiration for perfection prayerlife; 
the whole environment grace and good 
example. Such forces must lived 
appreciated. 

all parts his Holy Rule, St. Bene- 
dict goes considerable length make 
his point clear regarding the importance 
attached this glorification God 
his followers. the foremost con- 
dition that every aspirant the monastic 
vocation must fulfill; one might call eager- 
ness for the liturgy the novice’s first cre- 
dential, his proof truly seeking 
For the professed monk the norm simple 
and all-embracing: nothing pre- 


ferred the Work 


That understandable. Liturgical wor- 
ship the noblest all the monk’s works, 
for refers directly any norm 
that may employed, his first duty, 
that which most obviously corresponds 
his vocation. More than anything 
else the observable order, preserves 
for him the full patrimony the Church, 
traditional worship, sanctifying his every 
work and his whole life. 

the nature his calling pro- 
fessional the worship the Church; 
all his distinctive duties must thorough- 
colored, and even extent, ab- 
sorbed, prayer’s domination his life. 
Consider the most obvious facts: de- 
votes several carefully chosen hours 
each day and night the chanting 
the sacred Psalmody ideally, hours 
around which other occupations are made 
center, hours inserted into busy 
schedule which receives first considera- 
tion. Partly, least, for this purpose 
dwells distance from the distrac- 
tions the world about and 
freed from all secular concerns order 
intent solely giving glory God 
and achieving his own spiritual welfare. 
All necessities are provided for 
that care for material things may present 
problem. The works obedience as- 
signed him are part the program, 
not vice versa. What excuse has 
does not live most intimate union 
with God, his conversation not 

the most certain means em- 
ployed acquiring the perfection which 
his goal, prayer for him the one thing 
profession and member- 
ship the monastic family, especially 
has the added dignity the priest- 
hood, becomes through his prayer 
mediator between God and The 
public personality accorded him the 
Church places upon him the obligation 
distinctive share the unending wor- 
ship adoration and thanksgiving offer- 
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the Divine Majesty. 

his liturgical life more than any 
other single consideration acquires 
distinctive relationship the other mem- 
bers the Church. With every right 
the ordinary faithful, unable share 
actively elaborate liturgical pro- 
gram because distracting concerns and 
labors, look monasteries and convents 
their intercessors, and offer the 
praises that are part the life the 
Church. They want the religious 
dwell their midst. 

Numerous circumstances have com- 
bined create the popular impression 
that Benedictine liturgical life neces- 
sarily attended with much pomp and 
ceremony. True, the modern trend 
monasticism has been concentrate 
fewer and larger abbeys and convents, 
rather than smaller monastic families. 
The works currently undertaken the 
Order often call for large groups monks, 
whose community prayer naturally 
elaborate and imposing. but natural, 
too, that the faithful large become 
acquainted with the liturgical life such 


institutions and conceive ideal: 
all too easy for the religious them- 
selves attach undue significance 
elements that are not essential monas- 
tic worship. 

The impression may somewhat un- 
fortunate from number considera- 
tions. All the essentials liturgical 
worship may far more vividly verified 
much smaller monastic families where 
usually perfected ideal Benedictine 
poverty, greater simplicity, the more per- 
sonal guidance the spiritual father, and 
the obviously unified dependence one 
another all things, are calculated 
make for more intense appreciation 
the fulness life Christ. 


NOTES 


Morin, The Ideal the Monastic Life. 
Jeremias, 48: 10. Matthew, 18: 20. 
See 58: 12; 57: 16. Prologue. 
Ist Instrument Good Works. 
Ibid: 10th Instrument. 
11. 58: 13. 
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Calmet, Commentarius litteralis, 78. 


Cloistered Benedictines 
Sister Acnes Hacaney, O.S.B. 


one hundred years the United 
States has had Benedictine Sisters 
within its borders. The first ones came 
1852 and found that the most impera- 
tive work for the Body 
Christ was teach. They gave them- 
selves whole-heartedly the work 
hand, realizing, however, that only pro- 
portion their faithfulness the Rule 
St. Benedict and their growth per- 
sonal holiness could they expect the least 
measure success. God blessed their 
efforts. Vocations increased, parochial 
schools, academies, and colleges opened 
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and thousands Americans are grateful 
for the training received under Benedic- 
tine auspices. 

Lest the citizens the country begin 
think that vocation the Benedic- 
tines meant one teach, God His own 
good time sent Sisters who were zealous 
manifest more publicly certain other 
aspects the monastic life. the 
present time there are three Benedictine 
families Sisters whose chief active, 
external occupation, not the field 
formal education. their cloistered 
lives they have become spectacle 
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edify angels and make men long for 
more perfect life. 

result the difference outward 
circumstances, Benedictines are errone- 
Benedictine, action and con- 
templation must unite; otherwise, fol- 
lower the Patriarch Monks will not 
realize the ideal set forth the lawgiver, 
whose Rule has been frequently referred 
epitome the Gospel. Since the 
teaching Christ inexhaustible, fol- 
lows that the manifestation the 
Benedictine Rule there will innumer- 
able ways attaining Christian perfec- 
tion. “That God may glorified all 
things,” the motto the Order, allow- 
ing ever for great flexibility the work 
that Benedictines do. 

Different Benedictine families empha- 
size various aspects the teaching 
Christ their activities. Fundamental- 
ly, there basic pattern for any Bene- 
dictine community, and this pattern 
that will considered before setting 
forth the distinctive traits found 
the Congregation the Benedictine Sis- 
ters Perpetual Adoration, the Benedic- 
tine Sisters the Strict Observance, and 
the Cistercian Nuns the Strict Ob- 
servance. 

Benedictine activity centers primarily 
around the Holy Sacrifice the Mass and 
the Divine Office. St. Benedict ordains 
that nothing preferred the Opus 
Dei. Once this liturgical duty per- 
formed the best his ability, the 
disciple may anything that obedience 
enjoins. faithfulness the Opus Dei 
and obedience the religious may expect 
realize close union with God. The rhyth- 
mic recurrence psalms, canticles, 
hymns, lessons, responsories, versicles and 
prayers the feast day and ferial Offices 
arouse the soul contemplate God’s 
great goodness man. Hearts are en- 
kindled love Him more and are fired 
with the good zeal that urges them run 


the way God’s Commandments. The 
hours the day are blest turn the 
constant reversion the mind and heart 
Him, Who draws all things surely and 
sweetly Himself. 

addition and growing out the 
public prayer the Benedictines strive al- 
ways for closer union with God 
private prayer. Rising strengthened from 
its contact with Divinity, the monastic 
family now turns the performance 
manual duties. This toil obedience 
helps the religious “to return God from 
Whom the sloth disobedience had 
gone away.” There follows from the work 
the hands glorification God, sancti- 
fication the individual, and spiritual 
blessings the Mystical Body Christ. 

Other qualities throughout the centuries 
have been attributed especial man- 
ner the Benedictine way life. There 
the family spirit, manifested the 
rule the abbot, the love the religious 
for their abbot, their brethern, their Bene- 
dictine home. Christocentric the life 
lived monastery. The Abbot holds 
the place Christ, the guests are re- 
ceived Christ would be, the sick are 
“served very truth Christ,” 
the monks “by patience share the suf- 
ferings Christ,” and “let them prefer 
nothing whatever Christ, and may 
lead all together life everlasting.” 

Sincere Benedictines have always been 
exemplars the Christian ideal per- 
fection. They offer the twentieth cen- 
tury what needs surely they had 
the medicaments needed the disrupted 
society the sixth century. Each Bene- 
dictine monastery holds out the world 
essentially the same thing: pattern 
neither too harsh, nor too burdensome 
which the Christian may lead integrat- 
life. Temporal values are subordinat- 
eternal ones. The completely 
formed Christian responds all God’s 
gifts, whether for the spirit, the mind, 
the senses, with reverential attitude, be- 
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fitting his estate intelligent creature 
who has learned how use other creatures 
help him attain God. The weary, 
disillusioned world discovers for itself that 
the living the Gospel joyous ad- 
venture, full peace. 

From the Perpetual Adoration Convent 
Maria Rickenbach Switzerland 
1875, came group Sisters the invi- 
tation the Benedictine Fathers, who 
had recently founded monastery Con- 
ception, Missouri. Until they were able 
realize their ideal founding Con- 
vent Perpetual Adoration they taught 
the nearby schools. Within three 
years they had founded their Convent. 
March 28, 1878, they received per- 
mission establish Perpetual Adoration 
the United States. far they are 
able ascertain, they are the first com- 
munity this country have this 
privilege. 

1880 they moved Clyde, Missouri, 
where they built their permanent Con- 
vent. has become true Benedictine 
haven peace. There they carry 
their Eucharistic apostolate, fostering the 
development Eucharistic associations 
men, women, and youth. They use 
the press effective means teach- 
ing Catholics the hidden treasures their 
faith and bringing non-Catholics the 
knowledge the true Faith. They help 
support themselves making altar 
breads and church vestments. 

After almost sixty years combining 
the vocations teaching and perpetual 
adoration, they withdrew 1934 from 
the field education and now devote all 
their energies the Eucharistic aposto- 
late. 

Three priories have been established 
from Clyde: The Sanctuary Our Lady 
the Blessed Sacrament Mundelein, 
Illinois, 1928; the Sanctuary Christ 
the King Tucson, Arizona, 1935; the 
Sanctuary the Holy Spirit Kansas 
City, Missouri, 1943. Together with 
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the motherhouse Clyde these priories 
form the Congregation Benedictine 
Sisters Perpetual Adoration juris pon- 
tifici. 

Through prayer and work within the 
peaceful enclosure the monastery the 
Benedictine expects seek and find 
God. All his life long pursues his ideal; 
the more hidden and unknown is, the 
better likes it. Now and then for His 
own special purposes, God raises 
Benedictine who startles the world with 
his unexpected emergence from the monas- 
tic seclusion. St. Bernard was such 
our own land Mother Benedict Duss, 

Mother Benedict was born Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, reared France, 
graduated from the University Paris 
with degree medicine, made religious 
profession the nineteen-hundred-year- 
old Abbey Notre-Dame Jouarre 
the diocese Meaux, France. Until the 
American Army came liberate the 
town 1944, she had intended living out 
her life quietly that famous Abbey. 
Then her plans under divine inspiration 
changed. Somehow other she knew 
that she would back her native land 
bringing the best thing she knew, the 
Benedictine tradition the Abbey 
Jouarre. With deftness born divine 
trust she overcame one one the ap- 
parently insurmountable obstacles that 
presented themselves. 1946 Beth- 
lehem, Connecticut, Regina Laudis, the 
Abbey the Queen Praise, was founded 
under the protection the Most Reverend 
O’Brien, Bishop Hartford. 

Regina Laudis the Rule St, Bene- 
dict strictly observed. The Opus Dei 
the most important duty the relig- 
ious. Gregorian chant carefully studi- 
and there high Mass every day 
that the Sisters may participate more 
fully the liturgy. This emphasis 
the Holy Sacrifice and the Divine Office 
according the mind the Holy 
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Father, Pius XII, expressed his encyc- 
lical Mediator Dei. 

intense interior personal prayer-life. Time 
allowed for traditional Benedictine 
study Holy Scriptures, the Fathers 
the Church, history the Church and 
the Order, the doctrinal teachings St. 
Thomas Aquinas, liturgy, philosophy, 
and general literature. 


Types Manual Work 


The manual work includes gardening, 
weaving, ceramics, pottery, bookbinding. 
The laity may share the fruits the 
monastic life means the hospitality 
extended everyone, hospitality great- 
esteemed St. Benedict. Not only 
does Regina Laudis aim preserving the 
traditions the Chutch and the Order 
but intends cherish traditions Ameri- 
general and the state Con- 
necticut particular. 

Through the public prayer the 
Mystical Body Christ, the private 
prayer the individual members, and 
the works enjoined obedience, the 
Regina Laudis show their 
perseverance the ideals Christ and 
St. Benedict that the Christian and Bene- 
dictine way sure and satisfying way 
integrate all the faculties man that 
“God may glorified all things,” the 
individual perfected and society blessed. 

The third group cloistered Benedic- 
tine Sisters came this country from Ire- 
land 1949. They are the Cistercian 
nuns the Strict Observance Mount 
Saint Mary’s Abbey, Wrentham, Mas- 
sachusetts. the casual observer the 
Trappistines are the Sisters who not 
talk, but the Trappistines there are 
more important things than talking and 
they employ themselves accordingly. 

common with every Benedictine 


they seek God through prayer and work. 
liturgical prayer the very essence 
the Cistercian vocation, nothing 
important the day’s schedule the 
Divine Office and is, therefore, the first 
duty the Choir Contempla- 
tion and penance are means employed 
attain perfection the spiritual life. 
The habitual silence the most powerful 
aid acquiring recollection, and 
act penance reparation for the sins 
daily committed the tongue. Appar- 
ently there solitude, for the Sisters 
are always together; but the perpetual 
silence converts community life into life 
real solitude. 

Besides being necessary condition for 
man his fallen state, the manual labor 
the convent and the farm serves 
the twofold purpose penance and con- 
templation. The body submits the 
hard and sometimes unpleasant work 
spirit penitential purification. Never, 
however, labor end itself. While 
the hands are employed, “the mind 
free soar the delights Divine 
Goodness and Beauty. Thus the day be- 
comes one uninterrupted period con- 
stant prayer.” 

Whether one examines the Benedictine 
from the the “contemplative” 
viewpoint, one invariably comes the 
conclusion that country which there 
are Benedictines, active contemplat- 
ing the inexhaustible perfections 
God and offering Him the daily sacrifice 
praise and the holocaust themselves, 
blest. Benedictines cannot 
heaven alone and their Ora Labora, 
chosen out love, they will draw the 
whole world their peaceful wake. May 
the next hundred years see many vital 
Benedictine centers grow strong within 
the United States, for such centers 
there cannot too many. 
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Contemplation and Symbolism 
Rev. Vincent O.S.B. 


the task the historian study 
the characteristics monastic life 
different periods Western Society. 
Should the present-day historian find 
that the life Benedictine monastery 
the twentieth century essentially 
the same the life Monte Cassino four- 
teen centuries ago, there would still re- 
main serious problem for monasticism. 
The institution may the same; the 
candidate who knocks the door the 
monastery very different person. 
His habits, his frame mind, his deep- 
seated attitudes are all marked what 
has happened Western man during the 
past ten centuries. may eager 
his predecessors find God, but 
faces special problems convert himself 
the monastic way life. Though 
civilization which has become increasing- 
pragmatic, utilitarian, devoted ef- 
ficiency, the mastery man over nature. 
has not been taught value con- 
templation. 

The monastic Fathers, and St. Bene- 
dict among them, did not intend 
establish the Church form con- 
templative life. They wanted achieve 
Christian perfection. They were con- 
templative the sense that God was 
everything them. They tried 
continually absorbed his divine pre- 
sence. Their solitude and asceticism 
were means achieving purification 
the heart because Christ has said: 
are the clean heart for they shall 
see God.” 

The ideal complete absorption 
God has had meet during the 
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centuries two great challenges. The 
disciple Christ never isolated 
from his brethren. member 
the Mystical Body Christ. The great- 
est work, expressed the first com- 
mandment, love the Lord God with 
whole heart; but the second, love 
our neighbor, like the first. When, 
after the conversion Constantine, be- 
came fashionable join the Church, 
time when the Church itself was 
danger being overcome secularism, 
the first monks wanted above all re- 
affirm the absolute dominion God over 
His creatures. But the more the monks 
became absorbed God, the more they 
became aware their responsibility for 
the salvation their brethren. They 
could not say, “Am 
keeper?” Monasticism has answered this 
challenge different ways. are 
familiar with the problem. But also 
know that certain concrete obediences 
which receive there apparent con- 
flict between contemplation 
apostolate. 

The second challenge might called 
the challenge “Humanism” the broad 
meaning the term. This challenge 
more the order grace but the 
order nature, which has informed 
the grace God. soon man 
able overcome his egocentricism his 
ethnocentricism immediately im- 
pressed the extreme variety per- 
sonalities and cultures around him. 
Human nature far from being achieved 
once for all. Man, person and 
community, creative. Many hidden 
potentialities human nature are un- 
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folded the work individuals 
the course history. Has history 
meaning? know that when man be- 
comes preoccupied with achieving his own 
nature, falls rapidly into the worst 
all idolatries: the worship humanity. 
But the excuses pagan humanism must 
not prevent from considering the pro- 
blem itself and its relation 
monastic life. 

The Egyptian monks would have been 
much surprised they had witnessed the 
zeal Cluny for sacred art, the defense 
St. Anselm the “Fides quaerens in- 
tellectum,” the interest many monas- 
teries different kinds techniques, the 
work the Schoolmen, and the erudition 
the Maurists. Work itself did not 
have much value for the monastic 
Fathers. was means earning 
living, necessity because man too 
weak remain constantly prayer, and 


all for the purification the heart. 


For, St. Benedict says, “Otiositas 
inimica est anime.” 

St. Benedict, nevertheless, allows arti- 
sans, with the permission their abbot, 
work their arts. The Benedictine 
tradition the whole has, likewise, been 
receptive the main currents Western 
Humanism. The controversy between 
Bernard and Peter the Venerable 
probably had much with the two 
different attitudes toward the problem 
humanism. St. Bernard, faithful the 
early traditions the monastic Fathers, 
wanted his monks remain much ab- 
sorbed God possible. Peter the 
Venerable was defending the creative and 
civilizing influence monasticism during 
the early Middle Ages. may say 
that these two monastic traditions enrich 
the life the Church. One proclaim- 
ing the transcendence God, the other, 
His Incarnation. But the problem re- 
mains. the Benedictine tradition wel- 
comes human creativity welcomes 
some forms the apostolate, are not 


danger forgetting the first, the great- 
est all commandments, and the ad- 
monition Christ that “only one thing 
necessary”? Even the most contem- 
plative monasteries some monks may 
very much preoccupied with the per- 
fection Gregorian melody with the. 
cut liturgical vestment. 

The problem are facing how 
transform our work into contemplation 
that may tend incessantly, St. 
Benedict invites us, toward the constant 
awareness the presence God. Cer- 
tain tasks from the basket weaving 
the Egyptian monks the standardized 
gesture the modern factory may keep 
the monk free for contemplation 
desires. But are now speaking 
works which their nature tend com- 
pletely absorb our study- 
ing manuscript, teaching children, 
such tasks seems that the only possible 
way remaining contemplative would 
find God, not spite of, but 
through our work itself. 

Nature around us, our own activities, 
man and the product his hands have 
kind religious ambivalence. They 
may like opaque curtain which con- 
ceals from the presence God. 
are reminded the words Christ: 
“Therefore speak them par- 
ables: because seeing they see not, and 
hearing they hear not, neither they 
understand.” (Matt. 13:13) they 
may become transparent: “For the in- 
visible things God,” writes St. Paul 
the Romans, “from the creation the 
world, are clearly seen, being understood 
the things that are (Rom. 

know from the Scriptures that the 
reason for the blindness man the in- 
visible signs the presence God has 
found the confusion the human 
heart. This will always the main and 
essential reason, calling for penance and 
the grace God. Man somehow must 
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have the mental ability read signs and 
symbols, but our modern Western cul- 
and pragmatism, such ability tends 
decrease. 

Symbols may exist independently 
their meaning. may take work, 
painting, melody, gesture and ana- 
lyze its physical biological proper- 
ties. This would form kind closed 
system; but would tell absolutely 
nothing about the subjective meaning 
each symbol. are dealing here with 
two entirely different dimensions. The 
important fact that for certain pur- 
poses man may deal with material sym- 
bols without any regard for their meaning. 
ignore the symbolistic value the 
printed word. 

seems that meet the same 
kind problem when want trans- 
form absorbing occupation into form 
contemplation. Our activity has its 
own laws. pursue definite end 
according some technical means. 
long remain outside this closed 
system, God seems absent. But 
this task there may hidden some divine 
symbols which can evoke God’s presence 
and the knowledge Himself which 
has communicated His revelation. 

The Bible the best textbook which 
learn the meaning these divine sym- 
bols. Are not the parables Christ’s favor- 
ite method teaching? What the litur- 
back the understanding symbols, 
which was familiar the Church 
Fathers, will not too difficult 
recognize them again when meet them 
our daily work. 

But master system symbols 
always long and painful process learn- 
ing. Everybody who has studied foreign 
language knows that experience. The 
first steps seem completely useless. 
Then long period follows during which 
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have thumba dictionary and struggle 
with the rules grammar. But time 
comes when use the language free- 
that are unaware that are speak- 
ing foreign idiom. The symbols have 
become familiar that can ab- 
sorbed entirely their meaning. 


Benedictine Statistics 


survey made under the direction 
the Abbot Primate, the Most Rev. 
Bernard Kaelin, O.S.B., during the Holy 
Year, and recently published, reveals 
many interesting figures and develop- 
ments. The numbers Black Bene- 
dictine Sisters 1950 was 18,558 323 
convents. Some 548 schools are con- 
ducted the Benedictine Sisters with 
student enrollment 105,582. the 
sixty-two hospitals conducted these 
daughters St. Benedict 1950, 103,034 
patients were admitted. 

Many Benedictine convents, parti- 
cularly Europe, are cloistered and 
not engage any activity that brings 
them into contact with people the 
world. Perpetual Adoration the Holy 
convents both the United States and 
Europe. 

Benedictine Sisters number some 6,385 
the United States. Almost all the hos- 
pitals and three-fourths the schools 
conducted the Benedictine Sisters are 
the United States. 

The United States has the distinction 
having the largest community Sis- 
ters. St. Benedict’s Convent, St. Joseph, 
Stearns County, Minn., has 912, despite 
the fact that recent years has made 
four foundations. 

The largest Benedictine monastery 
the world St. John’s Abbey, College- 
ville, Stearns County, Minnesota. 
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The Daughters St. Walburg Cross the Ocean 


connection the Centenary the Benedictine Sisters the United States, 
interesting note the account the American foundation, presented brochure 
1935, mark the nine-hundredth anniversary St. Walburg’s Convent, Eichstatt, Bavaria. 


economic and political conditions 
existing Germany during the 
second quarter the past century prompt- 
thousands people emigrate the 
United States America, considered 
that time, land unlimited possibili- 
ties. the uncolonized interior this 
gigantic continent, one could buy large 
tracts virgin soil for small sum 
money. The first these settlements 
were made under great difficulties and 
the price numberless privations. Schools 
and churches were lacking; religious ser- 
vices were infrequently held and when 
they were, the German settlers, unable 
speak the English language, could not 
fully them. Added these 
difficulties, was the intense love the 
German people for their native country 
which prompted them desire preserve 
their national identity. There were few 
German priests among the immigrants, 
and the English and Irish clergy desired 
that these newcomers merge with the 
earlier colonists and adjust themselves 
English ways. was difficult come 
understanding and the deeply affec- 
tionate Germans found, especially the 
beginning when their homesickness was 
most bitter, that they had little 
spiritual comforts. Their very souls were 
danger and there was likelihood that 
they might become prey secularism. 
The situation the emigrants was 
known and discussed Germany and 
attempts were made remedy the situa- 
tion. Frederick Rese, later Bishop 


Detroit, did much help the German 
settlers. visited their homeland and, 
stirring words, pictured the spiritual 
needs their countrymen America. 
Money was raised throughout Bavaria 
and less than ten years the Louis 
Mission Society was established. 

King Louis was not only the protector 
the society but its very soul. loved 
his faith and his people and for several 
decades furthered the Catholic movement 
among the German emigrants North 
America the weight his royal word 
and disbursements from his own treasu- 
ry. Inthe New World well home, 
did immense amount good for 
religious works and for education. 

the first years its existence, this 
missionary society Louis was handi- 
capped shortage priests. Three 
hundred-thousand 
needed spiritual care, but all attempts 
found seminary prepare priests for 
the missions failed. 

monk from the Benedictine Abbey 
Beuron, which had recently been re- 
vived with the help King Louis, pre- 
sented plan which was calculated 
help the German Americans. His young 
abbey, however, felt that could not 
spare him undertake the work and 
looked upon his plan fantastic. re- 
sorted publishing anonymous articles 
the Augsburg Postzeitung. His zeal 
and genius for organization revealed 
themselves his writing. one article 
spoke about the special fitness the 
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Benedictines undertake every type 
missionary work. Their vow stability, 
stated, binds them the place they 
are sent. This stability enables them 
exercise enduring influence upon the 
educational and cultural developments 
anation. The author’s carefully worked- 
out plan transplant Benedictines 
North America made decisive impression 


the mission society, and Louis strove 


find out the writer’s identity. Father 
Boniface Wimmer, was found and 
the year 1846 was sailing the 
United States with the permission his 
Abbot, with the special approval King 
Louis, and with every possible support 
the mission society. was accom- 
panied group enthusiastic and 
energetic young priests. 

With unshaken confidence God, 
Father Wimmer surmounted the immense 
difficulties which awaited him new 
country. called into being the great 
work assisting the German settlers. 
Besides opening broad field labor, 
United States, becoming the first abbot 
the monastery St. Vincent, near 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

His work soon brought him into con- 
tact with Baron convert, full 
zeal and desirous help his country- 
men foreign land. With the help 
some his friends, bought land which, 
despite its unfavorable location, in- 
tended the nucleus German 
Catholic colony. Although his idealism 
was far less practical than that Father 
Boniface, managed interest King 
Louis his new project, St. Marystown, 
since from center entirely 
German Catholic country was built 
the heart the United States. 
Schréter devoted all his strength this 
new work. Traveling throughout Ger- 
many, painted Marystown most en- 
ticing colors. Through the King’s inter- 
cession obtained priests 
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for the parishes and the School Sisters 
Notre Dame carry the work 
education. 

initiative urged King Louis 
petition the Holy See appoint 
German bishop for the colony America. 
answer his earnest plea the saintly 
Father Neumann was sent bishop 
Philadelphia. course, Schréter would 
have preferred have had him stationed 
St. Marys. The baron expended all 
his energy and all his property upon the 
new foundation that the end be- 
came absolutely penniless and was cared 
for Abbot Boniface. The course 
events showed that though was im- 
possible preserve the purity the 
nationality the emigrants, was pos- 
sible preserve pure Catholicism. 
This the beautiful fruit the self- 
sacrificing pioneer missionaries, particu- 
larly the religious men and women who 
had dedicated their untiring labors 
this life work. 

The fate the Sisters Notre Dame 
from Anger Munich special in- 
terest the Benedictines 
Enroute the New World some the 
Sisters stopped St. Walburg’s and per- 
haps implanted the germ missionary 
vocation. Arriving New York, the 
Sisters from Anger heard that their new 
field labor lay the midst forest 
wilderness with unfavorable soil condi- 
tions, that neither deserved the name 
town nor was there any future it, 
that only fourteen-hundred settlers had 
log huts, that the Sisters would not find 
more than fifty pupils, and that they 
could not expect get enough support 
for even modest living from the settlers 
who were themselves struggling with 
serious difficulties. 

Thus seemed that St. Marys was not 
suitable place for the foundation 
American motherhouse for the School 
Sisters Notre Dame. They were ad- 
vised that would better for them 
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back immediately. spite all this, 
however, Mother Theresa Gerhardinger, 
who had accompanied her daughters into 
the New World, determined take the 
mission station. The Sisters began their 
work under unspeakably difficult condi- 
tions. Finally, when the Redemptorists 
gave their post, the abandoned Sisters, 
too, looked for more promising field. 
The Catholic town St. Marys had be- 
come orphan. 

this town’s necessity Father Boni- 
face Wimmer came the rescue and, 
having regard for the poor settlers, sent 
them two his priests. the same 
time resolved that the future 
would entrust the work education and 
instruction Benedictine nuns. He, there- 
fore, began correspond with St. Wal- 
burg’s and, 1851 the occasion 
trip Germany, personally called there 
and earnestly asked for colaborers. Not- 
withstanding the great burden which such 
undertaking would place the con- 
vent, which had recently built and under- 
taken the management school, was 
given hope. was difficult free Sis- 
ters for the new mission and find re- 
placements. was necessary not only 
fit out the new missionaries but also 
obtain money for the training teachers. 
For these reasons, both the departing 
missionaries well those who stayed 
home needed great courage and firm 
confidence God. 

The Mother the house, Prioress Ed- 
warda Schnitzer, expresses herself about 
these difficulties and reveals her deep 
appreciation letter the mission 
society Louis. She writes: “Although 
could not this without sacrificing 
consent more joyfully because saw 
the finger God and hoped with 
good reason and not vain, that God 
would reward our convent for such sacri- 
fice and would give all its members still 
greater zeal for their noble calling.” 


Scarcely year after his visit Boniface 
Wimmer called for the first Sisters from 
St. Walburg come America. Mean- 
while had bought ground for con- 
vent, church, and school and had 
taken care that the Sisters would have 
least the absolute necessities. St. Marys 
was, doubt, beautiful field apostolic 
labor. Under the guidance the ener- 
getic and successful Benedictine who gave 
every possible support, one could dare 
the emigration with confidence. And, so, 
after painful farewell June 12, 1852, 
the first three Sisters left the motherhouse 
for Bremen whence they were sail. 
The mission society Louis had provid- 
nine-hundred florine for their fare. 
Frau Benedicta Riepp was the superior 
the new foundation. 

[At this point Sister Regina Baska takes 
the story the foundation her ar- 
ticle, “Pioneers and letter 
Prioress Edwarda, dated October 27, 
1853, special interest. Writing 
the Louis Mission Society she says: 
daughter-house founded St. Marys fre- 
quently comes with requests the 
fashion daughters, for more help... 
and though myself must save, just 
cannot hardhearted and cruel 
refuse these entreaties.” 

Foundation after foundation was made 
the United States. Thus was 
small mustard seed grew and unfolded it- 
self and still grows today.” From the more 
sturdy boughs stretch forth flowering 
branches almost profusion names, 
and there are still more come. 


More Recent Foundations 


few year’s ago, St. Walburg’s Con- 
vent accepted new and different field 
labor the United States. The other 
independent Benedictine convents found- 
after 1852, and having their roots 
St. Walburg’s, have material connec- 
tion with this youngest American settle- 
ment. not without meaning that 
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the monastery St. Vincent, Pennsyle 
vania, the important foundation Arch- 
abbot Boniface Wimmer, called for our 
Sisters, for the memory the first faith- 
ful workers from St. Walburg’s still 
alive. Since 1931, more than thirty choir 
nuns and lay Sisters have gone the 
New World, and they keep the closest 
contact with the motherhouse. Saint 
Vincent’s they are charge the domes- 
tic duties the school. Some the 
Sisters perform the same type service 
the Benedictine college the Holy 
Cross Abbey, Canon City, Colorado. 

few miles distant from the Abbey, 
close proximity the church and the 
rectory Boulder, the latest acquisi- 
modest farm house. located what 
still mission country the “Wild 
West” and serves center religious 
life for the scattered Catholics around 
it. The jubilee year 1935, will, God 
granting, propitious time take 
over the management this property.* 

formerly the nun Walburg lived for 
her brothers and sisters across the sea, 
now her daughters serve the posterity 
the German emigrants the United 
States. Once more they carry abroad 
the good spirit untiring labor, the strong 
spirit union with God, the Benedic- 
tine character omnibus glorifice- 
tur Deus! 

Symbol Grace 

The lovely sanctuary St. Walburg 
Eichstatt, Bavaria, the very heart 
the Benedictine convent which bears her 
name and which St. Marys, Elk Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, traces its origin. For 
900 years the shrine has reposed its 
original foundation and has been place 
prayer and pilgrimage through the 
centuries. rests the smile God 
and through the intercession the saint 
countless blessings flow. 

Below the high altar the abbey 
church lie the relics St. Walburg, patron 
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and model Benedictine nuns. The 
coffin rests heavy slab smooth, 
yellow Selnhofer stone. Large drops 
transparent fluid force their way times 
through the stones and, flowing over the 
walls, collect rivulets which are caught 
costly vials. phenomenon occurs 
yearly, beginning about October 12, 
the date which the saint’s relics were 
translated, and continues until February 
25, the anniversary her death. This 
miraculous flow liquid has been re- 
peated the stated intervals ever since 
the founding the convent 1035. 
893, when the remains St. Walburg 
were exhumed, was observed that the 
bones were moistened with thin fluid 
which fell from them like dew. 

The walls the sacred crypt are cover- 
from floor ceiling with costly, some- 
times naive, votive offerings, each telling 
story the miraculous healing power 
this spring holy oil. Heavy, iron- 
lined chests the convent archives con- 
tain reports from persons the world over 
testifying favors received through the 
intercession St. Walburg. 

The stream holy oil fitting sym- 
bol the grace God which dispenses 
behalf His loyal servant, Walburg, 
and has always been understood such 
the faithful. The traditions surround- 
ing the saint are not without flaw, yet the 
miraculous happenings her tomb attest 
that “she was holy.” This fact alone 
would warrant our attributing her 
whole list characteristics. saint 
faithful and persevering, courageous and 
humble. Purity life, uprightness 
intention, and sincere love neighbor 
are the special virtues with which she 
heroically strives for 
union with God. 


The present Mother, Lady Abbess Augustina 
Weihermueller St. Walburg, Eichstatt, was 
the superior the convent Boulder the 
time her election, March 25, 1950. 1951 
the community there was granted the privilege 
opening novitiate. 
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Pioneers and Builders: 1852-1952 


normal span life, says the 

Psalmist, score years and 
ten.” The duration institution 
timeless. one writer expresses the 
idea, come and go; institutions 
remain.” old age individuals es- 
teemed and venerated, doubly that 
Order. Old years, experience, and 
traditions, the Order St. Benedict con- 
tains within itself vitality which keeps 
young despite the passing time. 
comparison with other countries Bene- 
dictinism America still its youth. 
The year 1952, however, marks the Cen- 
tennial the Benedictine Sisters the 
United States. 

the midst lively Fourth July 
celebration 1852, the first three Bene- 
dictine Sisters from Bavaria, 
landed New York City. Unable 
understand the English language and ob- 
livious the fact that the nation was 
observing Independence Day, they were 
bewildered the noisy reception which 
greeted After another weary 
journey, this time train, the Sisters 
arrived St. Vincent’s Abbey, West- 
moreland County, Pennsylvania, July 
this was not their des- 
tination. Leaving St. Vincent’s July 
15, 1852, lumber wagon, the mis- 
sionaries eagerly watched the lonely trail 
and awaited the first glimpse St. 
Marys, Elk County, Pennsylvania, which 
was their new home. 

After week’s journey they reached the 
little German settlement wherein the seed 
the Benedictine Sisterhood the 
United States was planted. The surprise 


the Sisters seeing their new home 
not recorded, yet the poor, little house 
had not the faintest resemblance their 
European convent and must have appear- 
hem.” so-called convent, located 
the outskirts the forest, was old, un- 
painted, two-story frame building. The 
second story was unplastered. The first 
floor, consisting two rooms, served 
school and place worship for the 
entire German Catholic village, since the 
parish church had been destroyed fire 
shortly before the arrival the Sisters. 
The unplastered second floor served 
home for the Sisters. Concealing their 
disappointment, since they had been in- 
formed that convent and school 
awaited them, the Sisters joyfully began 
their new life and placed their convent 
home under the patronage St. 
With the blessing and permission the 
Most Rev. Michael O’Connor, Bishop 
Pittsburgh, Mother Benedicta Riepp, 
who had been appointed superior, and her 
two companions, Sister Walburga Die- 
trich, choir Sister, and Sister Maura 
Flieger, lay Sister, prepared engage 
the work teaching. Since parochial 
schools were few that early date, 
Mother Benedicta and her companions 
opened school supported public funds. 
While Mr. Arthur Baecker was employed 
teach the boys, the Sisters directed the 
education the girls the combined 
salary twenty-five dollars 
Classes opened the fall 1852. 
Mother Benedicta taught the elementary 
grades, while lay woman was engaged 
teach English the children Ger- 
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man immigrants. Some sixty seventy 
children were enrolled during the first 
year. Although the number children 
steadily increased within the next few 
years, the families were too poor help 
the Sisters financial way. Through 
some channel, word the straightened cir- 
cumstances the pioneer 
Sisters reached King Ludwig Bavaria. 

October 19, 1852, wrote Mother 
Benedicta that was sending donation 
8000 

The religious were grateful for this 
timely gift which renewed their courage 
and made possible for them plan 
more suitable convent. Both Mother 
Benedicta and Prioress Edwarda Schnit- 
zer Eichstatt wrote thank King Lud- 
wig for his aid the new foundation. 
The community although 
deeply interested the American mission, 
was unable the time render financial 
help the young community. King 
Ludwig, therefore, was looked upon 
the royal founder and patron the Bene- 
dictine Sisters 

Father Boniface Wimmer, who had 
been instrumental bringing the Sisters 
America, sent priests from St. Vincent’s 
Abbey help them meet educational re- 
quirements. Their position was made 
more difficult because their extreme 
poverty and the lack natural resources. 
Since the sterile soil provide 
living for the Sisters, provisions had 
transported wagon over dangerous and 
often impossible routes. Because the 
dire need buckwheat cakes and potatoes 
formed the ordinary diet the Sisters. 
They also suffered from cold since their 
convent was neither airtight nor water- 
proof and there was dearth shawls, 
gloves, and warm clothing. 

Despite the hardships, rather be- 
cause them, the little community grew. 
People were edified and heartened the 
charity and zeal the Sisters. Scarcely 
had year passed when postulants pre- 
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sented themselves for admission. Girls 
came from Carrollton and Blairville 
well from St. Marys. was necessary 
that novitiate opened and novices 
trained. October 16, 1853, the feast 
St. Gall, Father Boniface Wimmer in- 
vested twelve young women with the 
habit St. Benedict. They were Sisters 
Benedicta Burkhardt, Bernarda Wieden- 
borner, Josepha Birkle, Edwarda Redant, 
Boniface Cassidy, Luitgard Butsch, Hilde- 
garde Renner, Adelgund Lejal, Gertrude 
Casper, Gregoria Moser, Mechtilda Rich- 


ter, and Placidia Gaber. 


The ceremony took place the parish 
church and was somewhat novelty 
the congregation, many whom had 
never before witnessed religious clothing 
ceremony. The community now num- 
bered, within fifteen months their ar- 
rival, fifteen Sisters and three postulants. 
second reception February 10, 
brought more members and enabled the 
Sisters not only teach classes Eng- 
lish but accept the charge other 
public December, 1855, five 
more Sisters arrived 
The new convent now numbered thirty- 
nine. 


The superiors St. Walburg, Eich- 
had intended that the vigorous 
American mission St. Marys, Pennsyl- 
vania, remain dependent priory. Father 
Wimmer, however, from the first en- 
visioned independent foundation. 
urged Mother Benedicta become 
governing order that the community 
might better conform American condi- 
tions and meet the educational needs.” 


Mother Benedicta foresaw the pos- 
sibilities inherent the American ven- 
ture. writing Carl August, Arch- 
bishop Munich, she remarked that the 
willingness the German families hav- 
ing their children educated the Sisters 
was indication that the Order the 
United States would Father 
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Wimmer insisted that the American 
foundation would hampered its 
work long was under the iurisdic- 
tion the Bavarian convent. According- 
ly, when was Rome 1855, re- 
quested his Holiness, Pope Pius 
declare the Convent St. Joseph, St. 
Marys, Pennsylvania, independent the 
motherhouse 

The Sisters had been the United 
States only four years when new house 
was established Erie, Pennsylvania, 
1856. ‘Two more foundations were made 
the next year, one Newark, New Jersey, 
and the other St. Cloud, Minnesota. 
This exodus missionaries depleted St. 
Joseph’s Convent and genuine consterna- 
tion ensued when Mother Benedicta an- 
nounced that she herself intended 
migrate Minnesota. 

Father Boniface Wimmer, however, re- 
animated the courage the little group 
left St. Marys. appointed Sister 
Theresa Vogel superior the small com- 
munity five professed Sisters and six- 
teen novices. Sister Theresa held this 
office until 1875.° 

With the help the Ludwig-Missions- 
verein new convent was built St. 
Marys 1859, one mile east the old 
building. This convent was attached 
the parish church, where now stands. 
Additional buildings added from 
time Already 1859 the acade- 
had enrollment one hundred and 
sixteen pupils. new school was com- 
pleted 

December 1859, the decree 
Final Separation came from Rome. The 
Decree was somewhat surprise both 
the Eichstatt community and Abbot 
Wimmer. The Bavarian convent, how- 
ever, accepted the decision the Holy 
See and this day retains sympathetic 
interest St. Marys and its many 
foundations. founder, Abbot Wim- 
mer had exercised full control over the 
Benedictine Sisters this country. 
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had even requested the Holy See that the 
Sisters allowed make solemn vows, 
that they dispensed from the Divine 
Office, and that they placed under his 
jurisdiction. When the decree finally 
came, expressly stated that the con- 
vents should become diocesan organiza- 
tions and placed under the supervision 
the respective bishops. 

While their way Minnesota 
1857, Mother Benedicta and her Sisters 
stopped Erie. she called upon 
Bishop Josue Young who advised her, be- 
fore going Minnesota, sail Europe 
order collect funds and secure 
revision the statutes. the company 
Sister Augustine Short, novice from 
Blairville, Mother Benedicta went 
Europe and presented her petition the 
Holy Father. the request Bishop 
Young, the Bishop went 
Rome order help Mother Benedicta 
with her negotiations.” 

Despite the obstacles and the fears en- 
gendered the actual separation from 
the European motherhouse, the decree 
1859 was harbinger new growth and 
development for all the Benedictine con- 
vents the United States. Like all 
pioneer endeavors none these houses 
was established without privation and 
hardship. The difficulties encountered 
the western pioneers particular 
stimulated the growth the Order 
Minnesota, where has since found its 
greatest numerical strength. the early 
fifties parochial schools were not numer- 
ous but the Metropolitan Almanac 1857 
states that the Benedictine Sisters were 
conducting nine 

Not only St. Marys, but all the 
foundations stemming from it, the ad- 
mission native American girls the 
novitiate furnished the means which 
the problems teaching could satis- 
factorily solved. Ten communities, which 
time became independent houses, were 
formed directedly indirectly, from the 
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first Benedictine convent the United 
States. This prodigious growth brought 
joy Abbot Wimmer, the founder the 
Benedictine Sisters the United States. 

letter King Ludwig, dated 
August 17, 1861, Abbot Wimmer com- 
mends the progress the Order the 
United States. blessing God 
followed them everywhere,” the Abbot 
remarks, “the Sisters had started with 
scanty means, fact, almost without any 
means, and short time the small seed 
sprouted beautiful blossom. Obstacles 
and difficulties were not lacking but with 
the help God everything advanced bet- 
ter than had been 

Under separate corporate existence and 
through the adaptation communities 
the specific needs the American mis- 
sions, the first Benedictine seed has ex- 
hibited healthy growth and expansion. 
Today thirty Benedictine convents the 
United States, one and one 
Canada, trace their lineage, either direct- 
indirectly, the American Benedic- 


tine cradle, St. Joseph Convent, St. 
Marys, Pennsylvania. 


Mother Benedicta Riepp 


The success and expansion the Bene- 
dictine Sisters the United States due, 
large measure, the vision Mother 
Benedicta Riepp. Like the “‘seers old” 
she could see vast possibilities for the Or- 
der this country. order achieve 
these she gave herself untiringly and like 
the “valiant woman” proceeded spite 
difficulties, opposition, and criticism. 
The marvel that she could have ac- 
complished much short space 
oftime. age when most people are 
beginning their life’s work, Mother Bene- 
dicta’s was completed. She died the 
comparatively early age thirty-six. 

Little known the early life 
Mother Benedicta. Born June 28, 1825, 
the daughter glass blower Waal, 
Suabia, she entered St. Walburg Abbey, 


January 1844, and made 
her solemn profession 1849. Shortly 
after this, she was appointed Mistress 
Novices and also taught the abbey 
school. She was one the first three 
members the community 
volunteer for the American mission. 

woman courage, vision, faith, and 
determination, Mother Benedicta readily 
adapted herself her new environment 
the wilds Pennsylvania. Her generos- 
ity and missionary zeal manifested itself 
her willingness make new founda- 
tions, first Erie, than Newark, and 
finally St. Cloud, Minnesota. Strange- 
enough, these three foundations did 
not meet with the encouragement 
Abbot Wimmer who would have preferred 
that the Sisters remain Pennsylvania 
and serve the children the German 
families Elk County. Once, however, 
the foundations were made, Abbot Wim- 
mer sent priests assist the Sisters 
their work education. Nor was Abbot 
Wimmer favor Mother Benedicta’s 
going Europe order seek the ap- 
proval the Holy See and collect 
funds. 

According letter written Pri- 
oress Edwarda Schnitzer Mother 
Scholastica Erie, October 20, 1858, 
Mother Benedicta spent ten months 
St. Walburg’s Convent, Eichstatt, but 
was permitted little contact with the 
members her former community. The 
general impression was that going 
Europe she had acted contrary obedi- 
ence. After successful appeal Europe 
for funds and for the approval the Holy 
See, Mother Benedicta returned the 
United States find that Sister Willibal- 
Scherbauer had been appointed 
Mother the Minnesota group. 

Naturally there was some conjecture 
previous Mother Benedicta’s return 
regard which convent she would select 
her place residence. Mother Willi- 
balda had written Abbot Wimmer, asking 
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that Mother Benedicta permitted 
come St. Cloud, Minnesota, which in- 
vitation she was glad accept. The 
few short years which remained Mother 
Benedicta were spent simple Sister 
with the community St. Cloud. She 
was suffering from tuberculosis the 
time and despite every effort check the 
disease, death claimed her the early 
age thirty-six March 15, 1862. The 
St. Cloud Democrat recorded her death 
and states that the funeral was largely 
attended and the body was laid rest 
theconvent cemetery .The remains were 
later transferred when the motherhouse 
moved from St. Cloud St. Joseph, 
Stearns County, Minnesota. 

The anxieties which troubled Mother 
Benedicta Riepp, the numerous difficul- 
ties she faced, and the responsibilities 
placed upon her young shoulders cannot 
justly estimated for lack sufficient 
documentary material. Besides the few 
printed letters there found only 
one single letter her own handwriting. 
Mother Benedicta was revered the 
Mistress Novices and her 
position superior St. Marys, Elk 
County, was respected one. This 
attested pioneer members who remark- 
that Mother Benedicta was strict, re- 
quired order and punctual obedience 
the Holy Rule and the daily observances, 
but knew how temper her sternness 
with joys and pleasing surprises for the 
community. She likewise had the happy 
faculty instilling into others that self- 
less and enthusiastic love for sacrifice and 
the religious vocation which characterized 
her own life. was these qualities that 
made her the pioneer and founder the 
Benedictine Sisterhood the United 
States. 


Other Benedictine Foundations 


After the beginnings, other 
European foundations followed. Benedic- 
tines from Switzerland, France, and other 
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parts Germany sent Sisters the New 
World. 

1874 the Convent Maria Ricken- 
bach Canton Unterwalden, Switzer- 
land, sent group pioneers Mary- 
ville, Missouri. This enterprise resulted 
two foundations: one Yankton, 
South Dakota, where the Sisters took 
the active apostolate teaching and 
nursing, the other Clyde, Missouri, 
where Perpetual Adoration was establish- 
and the pattern life was developed 
along cloistral lines. 

1882 another band Sisters came 
from Maria Rickenbach and settled 
Mount Angel, Oregon. Two more bands 
came 1887. One went Jonesboro, Ar- 
kansas, where they adopted the white 
habit and became affiliated with the 
Benedictine Sisters the Congregation 
Mount Olivet. The second group 
Sisters settled Sioux City, Iowa. 

Two other missionary groups Sisters 
came from convents Switzerland and 
made foundations the United States. 
1882 group Sisters left their 
motherhouse Sarnen and settled 
Cottonwood, Idaho. From Melchthal, 
Canton Obwalden, came Sisters 
1889. They settled Sturgis, South 
Dakota. 

Two Benedictine convents this coun- 
try claim France their religious parent. 
Driven out France 1906, nuns from 
Urt, Basses Pyrenees, settled Ramsay, 
Louisiana. The first strictly cloistered 
Benedictine convent the United States 
was established 1946 Bethlehem, 
Connecticut. Coming from the Abbey 
Notre-Dame Jouarre, the diocese 
Meaux, France, the nuns have placed 
their new convent, Regina Laudis, under 
the patronage Our Lady. 

Besides the independent convent St. 
Marys, Pennsylvania, has es- 
tablished another dependent convent 
Boulder, Colorado, 1951. 

The famous missionary convent Tutz- 
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Benedictine Foundations in North Anerica 


St. Maryse, Pa. 
Erie, 
Ridgely, Md. 

St. Joseph, Yinn. 
Covington, Ky- 
Chicago, Ill. 
Atchison, Kane. 
Elizabeth, 
Perdinand, Ind. 
Bristow, Va- 
Covington, Lae 
Pittsourgh, Pa. 
Nauvoo, Ill. 
Clyde, Mo. 
Yankton, S- Dak. 
Fort Smith, Ark. 
Guthrie, Okla. 
Cottonwood, Idaho 
Mt. Angel, Ore. 
Jonesboro, Ark. 
San Antonio, Fla. 
Sturgis, S- Dak. 
Duluth, Minn. 
Lisle, Ill. 

Sioux City, Iowa 
Cullman, Ala. 
Rameay, La. 
Minot, N. Dak. 
San Antonio, Tex. 
Arborg, Manitoba, Canada 
Crookston, Minn. 
Nosfolk, Nebr. 
Mundelein, Ill. 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Montreal Quebec, Canada 
Victoria, B. Canada 
Kaneas City, Mo. 
Mexico City, Mexico 
Bethlehem, Conn. 
Biemark, N- Dak. 
Eau Claire, Wis. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Benet Lake, Wis. 
Boulder, Colo. 
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ing, Germany, sent Sisters Norfolk, 
Nebraska, 1923, where they engage 
teaching and hospital work. 

Three Benedictine motherhouses are 
located Canada. The convent Ar- 
borg, Manitoba, was founded from Du- 
luth 1912; St. Eustache Montreal, 
established 1937, French origin, 
while St. Mary’s Convent, Victoria, 
British Columbia, English founda- 
tion made 1937. 
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Pattern and Influence Benedictine Culture 


HROUGHOUT the history educa- 
tion, the arts, any the 
sciences, time and again note that 
Benedictine, group Benedictines 
has played tremendous part the de- 
velopment these arts sciences; and 
there are many instances not recorded 
history where the Benedictine cloisters 
have affected the culture people and 
its civilization. recent document 
Monte Cassino Herbert Bloch writes: 


Few places the West represent the 
continuity tradition between the 
ancient and the modern world well 
Monte Cassino, the Foundation 
Saint Benedict. outpost the 
Roman Church near the border 
southern Italy, was predestined 
play significant part the clashes be- 
tween the forces the North, the 
emperors and the popes, and those 
the South. There the Lombard prin- 
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ces and the Saracens held sway until 
the armies the Byzantine emperors 
reconquered southern Italy, after which 
Greek influence became predominant. 
When the greatest struggle the high 
Middle Ages began, the struggle be- 
tween spiritual and temporal power, 
Monte Cassino was the true bulwark 
Rome, firmly linked with the leaders 
the Church, newly reformed the 
forces Cluny. was deeply involv- 
the conflict between Rome and 
Byzantium the eleventh century. 
Soon afterwards the arts Monte 
Cassino, under the great Abbot Desi- 
derius, experienced the influence 
Byzantium, spectacular never be- 
fore, while Monte Cassino general 
became for few decades political and 
cultural center unequalled the whole 
Europe.! 


course only few other abbeys have 
approached Monte Cassino the great- 
ness its influence, but all fully develop- 
abbeys exert great influence, for all 
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live according the same pattern and, 
given the element time, all develop 
true Christian culture which will enrich 
any worldly culture existing alongside it. 
Montalembert, realizing this influence, 
called our Holy Rule “the undying code 
the most fertile branch the ecclesi- 
astical That this true will be- 
come more evident define the word 
culture. Culture internal quality. 
Therefore, giving pattern culture, 
which the culture exists, and thus the cul- 
ture revealed. 

Culture the sum total all things re- 
sulting from the creative activity man 
the development his intellectual and 
physical faculties, activity which en- 
ables him control himself well 
nature, and which develops him con- 
viction toward reality keeping with his 
own natural tendencies and ideals. All 
things that any way are dependent for 
their being upon the creative intellect 
man are included the term culture: 
religion, philosophy, ethics, literature, the 
arts, and the sciences. Culture may 
more simply defined the “aggregate re- 
sult the creative activity man en- 
deavoring realize the ideal the true, 
the good, and the 

Just people have different convic- 
tions toward reality, also there are dif- 
ferent expressions culture, and 
speak Egyptian, Greek, Roman, 
Hindu, Christian culture. All 
these cultures were developed over 
period time, every culture must have 
along period time during which grows 
and during which there creative activity 
toward agreeable end. great Polish 
thinker, Father Krzesinski, states: 
out this work time, without the cultiva- 
tion, which required condition the 
soil before the sowing seasons, sow and 
care for the germinating seed, and reap 
the harvest, there not and cannot 
any culture the true sense the word. 


... each nation must work out slowly 
through long course centuries, and 
culture rises but slowly full compre- 
hension life and its 

approach the pattern Benedic- 
tine culture must stated that culture 
has individual character, and 
Christian culture individual culture. 
But Christian culture inter-individual 
when considered relation one 
limited group Christians such the 
Benedictines; and since the Benedictines 
strive for perfection Christian life, 
follows that their culture will ad- 
vanced Christian culture. Christian cul- 
ture here taken its purest form, 
expounded the Roman Catholic 
Church, which expressly states that man’s 
highest purpose and greatest happiness 
seek and glorify God all things and 
all times. 

With the will “truly seek God,” the 
novice enters Benedictine house and 
finds himself member family- 
community with the Abbot, who seen 
through faith act the place Christ, 
“the Father and Lord” his children 
and who loved rather than feared. 
will find that atmosphere charity 
pervades the whole monastic enclosure, 
for all members the house are striving 
for perfect charity. His spiritual life will 
gradually grow conforms his life 
the Holy Rule and the traditions the 
house. This kind family life St. Bene- 
dict considered the most perfect form 
common life since gave the cenobite 
opportunity put into practice his 
version morals.” love for the Holy 
Rule and for the monastic discipline in- 
creases this atmosphere fraternal 
charity. there room for frus- 
tration ensuing from acts done simply out 
fear the law since esthetic morali- 
provided through the richness the 
the liturgy knowledge the Truth 
through the beauty the ritual and song 
establishes the interior conviction 
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Divine reality. The intellect drives 
Truth; the soul filled with Love, 
Beauty, and Happiness, and thirsts for 
more and more. This the pattern 
which guides the instinctive energies 
the monk into positive creative chan- 
nels... “he shall run with his heart en- 
larged and with unspeakable sweetness 
love the way God’s Command- 
Abbot Herwegen says: 


This family-community expresses it- 
self most ideally the celebration 
the sacred liturgy. Having been re- 
ceived into God’s great family the 
Church the Communion Saints— 
the monastic family will, means 
the liturgy, most closely united with 
the Church and her life grace.... 
The liturgical year with its calendar 
feasts, its liturgical seasons, days and 
hours, permits the monk experience 
the saving work the Redemption ever 
and again his soul and thus intro- 
duces him into spiritual world that 
entirely supernatural and divine. The 
psalms, hymns, and rites each liturgi- 
cal hour prayer present wealth 
most sublime thoughts, abundance 
the deepest spiritual experiences and 
therewith foretaste eternal glory. 
Every liturgical act elevates his nature 
above his life, according the relation 
which contacts into higher, 
supernatural sphere. brings about 
sublimation life, transfiguration 


The liturgy, writes Guardini, creates 
universe brimming with fruitful spiritual 
life, and allows the soul wander about 
The words Christ are living words 
Benedictine house, and the early Christian 
spirit kept alive the monks sing with 
enthusiasm and love the object their 
love, Christ. The monk may write, sing, 
pray, work the graphic plastic arts, 
but all things his one desire “that 
all things God may glorified.” 


For some achievement work art 
necessity reflect this profound spiritual 
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dignity Benedictine culture; would 
reflect this higher, supernatural sphere, 
for what are reflected what do, 
Moreover, the way that what 
do, reflects the quality what are, 
and when what raised the dig- 
nity regular ritualistic art, pene- 
trates into the deepest recesses the soul. 
The greatness the character St. 
Benedict reflected throughout the Holy 
Rule. But the Prologue especially re- 
flects St. Benedict’s charity and his zeal 
that souls may turn completely Christ. 
Yet even his zeal make attractive 
the life under the Rule the school 
the Lord’s service,” our Holy Father, 
nevertheless, all sincerity stresses the 
austerity the life. The man God re- 
minds those about enter upon the way 
salvation that the way cannot enter- 
upon except beginnings which are 
also impresses upon them 
the truth that the real burden persever- 
the order the day. Such perseverance 
necessary for the maintenance peace, 
love, and order the large family 
Christ, perseverance until death; for the 
idea the Benedictine life that the 
Christian life growing ever stronger and, 
after period time, coming gradually 
perfection. dominant factor 
Benedictine culture this austerity. 
Another outstanding quality our 
Benedictine culture discipline. The 
novice told what told and not 
ask why. This certainly would not 
seem logical modern rationalist, for 
takes deep faith understand why 
the whole man must orientated through 
discipline his soul nourished 
through the Divine Mysteries, 
experience his soul that which the eyes 
cannot see. The discipline Benedic- 
tine life not harsh, “like military disci- 
pline, but rather the discipline well- 
regulated This kind dis- 
cipline reflected all the work and 
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studies the monk and through 
will consequently attain certain per- 
fection his work study. There 
room for dilettantism anything truly 
Benedictine. 

The discipline the monastery not 
maintained simply strict codification 
what right and what wrong, nor, 
the other hand, entangled with 
light religious emotion. Rather, 
brought about through religious life 
which all the individuals are given great 
spiritual dignity, living they 
atmosphere where the true hierarchy 
values always observed the spiritual 
always taking precedence without neglect 
the intellectual the material. Every- 
thing the Benedictine life points this 
order that the will always instinctively 
jumps, speak, the right direction. 
All members strive become more and 
more like unto Christ humility, chari- 
ty, and obedience the will the Father. 

One the vows the Benedictine, 
vow which proper Benedictine life, 
the vow “stability the communi- 
ty.” This quality the members the 
Benedictine family makes deep imprint 
Benedictine culture. The vow stabili- 
binds the monk actually live the 
house the community, unless the com- 
mand the abbot decides otherwise. 
suggests, however, another and deeper 
explanation. The monks old believed 
that their vocation they already be- 
longed the “City God” which 
angels and martyrs join sing hymns 
the triune God. this they 
did not mean assume that their trials 
and sufferings earth were over. Com- 
munity life with its necessary hardships 
and the commands the abbot would 
make that clear enough. They tried, 
however, with all their heart, make their 
earthly life image the life come. 
With enthusiasm, which they had inher- 
ited from the ages the martyrs, they 
through their second vow 


conduct themselves the citizens the 
everlasting City, living the sight the 
omniscient God and the presence the 
angels who relate our deeds God. 

the monk walk the presence 
God more than live virtuously. 
partial anticipation the life which 
all will enjoy who are saved the merci- 
ful judgment The strong 
monk views all things life specie 
aeternitatis.” such lofty ideals 
can seen how Benedictine culture takes 
hieratic aspect; and this quality 
some the fruits Benedictine cul- 
ture that prompted Holy Mother Church 
adopt the song the monks the 
official Chant for the whole Church, and 
prepare Office for her clergy re- 
cite which like the Daily Hours chant- 
the monks choir. 

Since St. Benedict wanted stability, 
also provided that might observed, 
demanding that there should garden, 
mill, and all the various crafts within 
the monastery precincts that there 
would need for the monks wander 
abroad. Self-containment has always been 
ideal Benedictine economic life. The 
monastery with all its buildings sym- 
bol the heavenly city, and even the 
tools are handled though they were 
vessels the altar with care and 
reverence. 

The chanting the Office regularly 
intervals through the day, along with the 
admonition Our Holy Father “that 
might have our mind harmony with 
our voice,” gives Benedictine spirituality 
objective character. usually say 
what already our mind, but St. Bene- 
dict stresses that our mind harmony 
with our voice reciting singing the 
Divine Office; and what that our 
voice reciting singing but divinely 
inspired words? These words form the 
substance the monastic spiritual life. 
And so, the monk not pour out his 
private devotional thoughts and affec- 
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tions into the sacred texts the Divine 
Office, but let those texts infuse their 
sanctity into his soul. Benedictine spiritu- 
ality not light, not superficial emo- 
tional, for rooted the words 
Scripture and the teachings the 
Fathers the Church. The texts flow 
into the monk’s soul and overwhelm it. 

With such grand pattern life that 
insures the development rich culture, 
can seen how this culture would raise 
other cultures with which came into 
contact and how would make civiliza- 
tion flourish. Saint Augustine was sent 
England Pope Gregory the year 
597 convert that country and here 
prepared the way for the future glory 
the Benedictines. From England the 
monks went Germany. Among these 
monks was St. Boniface. Germany 
the monks undertook the reformation 
the already existing Frankish churches 
and organized missions for the German 
tribes which were still heathen. When 
Charlemagne became. the supreme ruler 
Germany the year 800, called the 
Benedictine monks his court and en- 
trusted them the enormous work 
educating the citizens the Roman Em- 
pire Nation. They obeyed 
and built what called the 
Culture” the Middle Ages. Schools 
were erected for the teaching Latin, 
Greek, philosophy, theology, and Sacred 
Scripture; other studies included paint- 
ing, sculpturing, wood and ivory carving, 
and Gregorian Chant. power- 
fulness was combined with the delicate 
feeling that ancient Rome and Greece had 
for discretion and balanced measure. 
Hundreds upon hundreds Benedictine 
monasteries were spread over the Europe- 
continent. Among the most famous 
convents nuns were Unterlinden and 
Tos. 

Besides general Benedictine culture, the 
culture individual Benedictine houses 
could mentioned specifically. 
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could speak the culture Monte Cas- 
sino, Cluny, Reichenau, and, 
recent years, Solesmes, Beuron, and 
Maria Laach, and other houses. But 
speak the culture any one these 
houses would yield enough matter fill 
several volumes. will helpful 
read through just one incident from one 
these abbeys see how the activities 
one house its cultural pursuits 
affected other questions great im- 
portance. The following incident re- 
corded the Chronicle Monte Cassino: 
The first act Desiderius abbot 

Monte Cassino had been assure 
himself the protection the new 

Norman rulers southern Italy. The 

reconciliation the very next year, 

1059, between the Normans and pope 

Nicolas II, certainly due chiefly 

his efforts. The results this policy 

were contrary the political interests 
Byzantium. None the less, Desi- 
derius’ relations with the government 
Constantinople were excellent. When 
decided rebuild the whole abbey, 
and especially the basilica St. Bene- 
dict, not only ordered works art 
Constantinople, but also sum- 
moned thence great number artists, 
both execute the works themselves 
and teach the monks the arts 
which Byzantines were supposed 
the greatest masters their time.... 

And the most eager artists selected 

from among his monks trained not 

only these arts, but all the arts 

which employ silver, bronze, iron, glass, 

ivory, wood, alabaster, and 
the art the East and the West 
gradually commingled, new art form 
developed, the Romanesque, the art form 
the Monastic age. 

The history many abbeys reveals 
influential activity, for Benedictine cul- 
ture simply fruit Benedictine life. 
All that necessary that the house 
given time for the growth the seed that 
there. Culture designates primarily 
something internal. The seed must grow 
slowly rich soil. The pattern 
Benedictine life provides all the elements 
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for this growth, for Benedictine life has 
high ideals, wherein the monk raised 
above his own limitations and misery, 
above the whole material world, and his 
real dignity revealed him, compared 
which all earthly splendor but the 
palest glimmer. 
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The Benedictine Nun 


“In the convents the Benedictine 
Order, every nun bears about with her 
the serenity and stateliness that comes 
the grave and cloistered life, something 
the still sunlight holy precincts, 
some graces the quietness prayer 
that comes walking habitually 
thought that heavenly city which 
the Lamb the light. impresses it- 
self their writings and signs itself 
their conversation. the stamp 
St. Benedict and St. Scholastica.” 


—Janet Erskine Stuart, 
The Society the Sacred Heart 


The modern Benedictine Sister may 
not measure this description. She 
strives, however, through the unifying 
Principle prayer and work praise 
God incessantly, descern the signifi- 
cance time and eternity and thereby 
elevate herself and her surroundings 
the supernatural. 


Present Status the 
Calvarian Congregation 
JANE Frances O.S.B. 


reply letter seeking up-to-date 
numerical and other data about the Cal- 
varian Congregation, Sister Marie 
Saint Scholastica, the present Superior 
General the Congregation, personally 
supplied the desired information. 

The Congregation numbers 186 relig- 
gious, whom 118 are choir nuns, 
lay sisters, externs (soeurs auxiliaires), 
and oblates. The orphanage main- 
tained these Benedictines Jerusalem 
for the daughters Greek-Melchite Cath- 
olics chiefly extern sisters. 

The Calvarian nuns lead purely con- 
templative life. They pray the Canonical 
Office, rising a.m. for Matins and 
Lauds. They have two hours prayer 
daily addition the Divine Office. 
Their horarium follows: 


2:00 a.m. Matins and Lauds 
5:30 a.m. The second rising 
6:00 a.m. Prime, followed hour pray- 


Tierce, the daily High Mass, then 
meager breakfast (frustulum) 

11:15 a.m. Sext, followed dinner 

12:50 p.m. None 

5:00 p.m. Fifteen minutes prayer; then 
the assigning obediences for 
the next day des mis- 
sions preceding Vespers, after 
which there hour prayer 

7:00 pm. after the refec- 
tory 

8:00 p.m. Retiring 


Tierce, Sext, None, Vespers, and 
Compline are sung daily. Prime, Matins 
and Lauds are likewise sung certain 
days, according the degree the feast. 

“In accordance with the expressed de- 


sire the Holy Father the Apostolic 
This piece does not concern the centenary 
the Benedictine Sisters America. Held over 


from last issue, concludes the article An- 
toinette d’Orléans. 
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Constitution “Sponsa Christi,” writes 
Sister Marie, “the Calvarians see more 
and more that their work must have 
apostolic character.” pursuance 
this purpose, each the seven Calvarian 
Convents France maintains Retreat 
House, and addition, some them 
have boarding-houses for women. 

The nuns have schools, and hos- 
pitals excepting wartime field-hospitals. 
Some the convents make vestments 
and illuminating. They sell these art 
products, also give them away priests 
help spread the liturgical spirit. They 
would glad dispose some these 
articles through interested agency 
America. 

support themselves, the nuns carry 
various industries: the baking altar 
breads and special kind wafer, print- 
ing, polycopying, book-binding, weaving, 
Perhaps their most distinctive product 
emerald water d’emeraude). 
formula for the preparation this was 
handed down the very first members 
the Congregation. 

Respecting the Founders, response 
query concerning the possible canoni- 
zation the Foundress, Antoinette 
d’Orléans, Sister Marie states: 
whom call our Founders, [Antoinette 
d’Orléans and Pére Joseph Tremblay], 
with all the recognition and filial venera- 
tion which are their due, would more 
justly called Reformers. see neither 
the necessity nor the opportunity pre- 
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senting their cause Rome; they them- 
selves, their humility, never seemed 
anything demand it. They did the 
work the Church hour when the 
Holy Spirit was breathing everywhere 
the Church the spirit reform, and raised 
up, besides each individual spirit, certain 
chosen souls labor for this great re- 
newal.” 

There is, however, Calvarian Bene- 
dictine who nearing Beatification. She 
Mother Céleste Soriniére, nun 
the Calvary Angers who was one 
ninety-nine Angevins martyred during 
the French Revolution. Mother Céleste 
was guillotined 1794 the age forty- 
nine. There available from the Cal- 
varians typewritten manuscript 
thirty-one pages giving account this 
heroic nun’s parentage, religious voca- 
tion, life after the outbreak the Revolu- 
tion, apprehension, trial and martyrdom. 

Two hundred years ago, the learned 
French Benedictine scholar, Augustin 
Calmet, published Latin Commenta- 
the Holy Rule, with appendix 
Religious Orders and Congregations. 
his summary the Calvarians, record- 
ed: “The nuns barefoot from May Day 
the Feast the Exaltation the Holy 
Cross.” Their practice going barefoot 
during the warm weather still obtains to- 
day. They lead austere life, living 
not otherwise than they profess their 
name: Benedictines Our Lady Cal- 
vary (Primitive Observance). 
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Benedictines Work 


Benedictine Mother Superiors who 

made the pilgrimage Rome the 
autumn the Holy Year spent many 
the leisure hours the return trip talking 
over their mutual problems. Like good 
mothers, their concern turned instinctive- 
the young members their com- 
munities. They discovered 
similarity the ever-increasing prob- 
lems confronting their novice mistresses 
transforming the girls today’s world 
into good Benedictine religious. Their 
discussion gradually pointed the need 
for re-vitalized course studies for 
novitiates. subsequent meeting 
Lisle, they decided that the women who 
introduce the modern girl religious life 
would benefit greatly convening 
study how best ensure the spiritual 
formation the young, and pool their 
experiences order draw program 
studies. 

result, Reverend Mother Alfred, 
president the Congregation St. Scho- 
lastica, invited Benedictine convents 
send delegates Workshop for postu- 
lant, novice, and scholastic mistresses, 
conducted Mount St. Scholastica, 
Atchison, Kansas, during the first week 
August, 1951. This first step toward 
concerted action takes significance 
when the autonomous nature Benedic- 
tine convents understood. Beyond the 
spirit imbued all the observance 
the Holy Rule St. Benedict, the mother- 
houses this country are virtually, 
not entirely, independent one another. 
Since the first foundation Pennsyl- 
vania 1852, forty motherhouses have 
been established the United States. 


Over six-thousand Benedictine Sisters 
are working and praying for Mother 
Church archdioceses and dioceses 
this continent. 

The extent and scope the work done 
Benedictine Sisters rarely surveyed 
whole. But the Sisters who gather- 
for the first session were bound 
unity purpose the impact the 
Right Reverend Abbot Cuthbert McDon- 
ald’s opening sentence: histori- 
cal epoch the history American 
Benedictinism.” His words welcome 
emphasized the importance this cor- 
porate effort meet the challenge the 
times. gave the conference his sup- 
port and encouragement and imparted 
his abbatial blessing. 

The Very Reverend Florian Demmer, 
O.S.B., long-experienced master novi- 
ces St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, 
was scheduled give the first speech. 
modified the title, and Objec- 
tives Novitiate Workshop,” add- 
ing, ““To Make Benedictine Saints,” and 
struck the keynote the whole con- 
ference. Father Florian said that all 
the necessary aids for training candidates 
become Benedictine saints are provid- 
the Holy Rule, treasury wisdom 
which St. Benedict gleaned from Sacred 
Scripture, the spiritual writings the 
Fathers, and from the traditions the 
Church. reading, loving, and living 
the Holy Rule, the novice will acquire 
the high standards set for him St. 
Benedict: Truly seek God, eager 
for the work God, to-love obedience, 
and seek humiliations. 

order turn out Benedictine saints, 
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the Superior and her appointees must 
emulate St. Benedict, who once 
law-giver, teacher, and exemplar. They 
will turn his Holy Rule find the 
strength inculcate reverence for authori- 
ty, the spirituality become expert 
molders religious sanctification, and 
the courage give living example 
the humility requisite those who lead. 

St. Benedict loved the Church. Today, 
even his time, the Church needs de- 
fenders fortified with profound knowledge 
God and souls. she regain 
the masses for God, religious must have 
the courage uphold her ideals. will 
necessary, then, select candidates 
with care, and more solicitous de- 
veloping their moral and supernatural 
faculties. Their Faith must strength- 
ened knowledge prepare them 
take their responsibility the apostolic 
work the Church. Therefore, high 
and superior standards are essential for 
Benedictine vocations. God’s grace as- 
sists, but does not destroy human 
nature. matter how desperate the 
need for workers becomes, accept those 
who are unfit will undermine the work 
the end. Charity, the very essence 
Christian perfection, must not only 
the life our teaching, must radiate 
through our example. Sincerity our 
conduct will attract worthy vocations, 
and good example the best means 
forming the young become true follow- 
ers Christ. 

Father Florian might have left soar- 
ing among the high ideals advocated, 
but like wise master, brought back 
the realization that while there were 
limits the noble work that might 
accomplished, 
our own weaknesses would have sup- 
plemented hard work and prayer. 
Here were familiar terrain, least, 
and the fifty Sisters present might have 
quailed the verge embarking, had 
not been known from the start that our 
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humble craft would kept straight 
course with the helm being taken turn 
the Very Reverend Florian Demmer, 
O.S.B., and the Very Reverend David 
Kinish, St. Benedict’s Abbey, 
Atchison; the Reverend Conrad Louis, 
S.B., St. Meinrad’s Abbey, St. Mein- 
rad, Indiana; and the Reverend Paschal 
Botz, St. John’s Abbey, Col- 
legeville, Minnesota. 

the preliminary planning the 
Workshop, the Sisters were given op- 
portunity through correspondence 
select the subject for the panel which 
they wished serve. The morning ses- 
sions were devoted the presenta- 
tion the day’s subject the panel, 
and the discussion the problems 
raised the papers read. Sister Clari- 
Mount St. Scholastica, general 
chairman the Workshop, appointed 
for the afternoon sessions. Sectional 
meetings where postulant, novice, and 
scholastic mistresses could freely discuss 
their particular problems were arranged, 
and general outline followed was 
prepared. was also decided that 
question box kept convenient 
place for the Sisters who wished sub- 
mit special problems the Reverend 
Fathers taken during the morn- 
ing discussion periods. 

The writer considered herself fortunate 
among those who had travelled 
hundreds miles coming from twenty- 
that crisscross the 
nation. participate the Workshop 
promised invaluable spiritual 
and educational experience providing op- 
portunities for sharing one another’s 
experience, and comparing novitiate re- 
gulations and community customs. 

The comfortable informality the 
conference rooms, the friendly chats over 
mid-afternoon refreshments, the genuine 
enthusiasm, and perfect sincerity helped 
merge into one large Benedictine 


SE 


family before the close the first day. 
had been warm-heartedly accepted 
into the family and spiritual life Mount 
St. Scholastica and all felt very much 
home. There was work do. 
knew well that the success the Work- 
shop depended upon how much put 
into it. the free hours were spent 
writing reorganizing papers and pre- 
paring for the panels. From the first 
day, the Sisters who had volunteered 
design course studies for our noviti- 
ates concentrated their efforts toward 
that end. 

The purpose the Workshop had been 
synthesized the first day four words: 
MAKE BENEDICTINE SAINTS. 
The subjects scheduled for the next three 
days suggest that first necessary 
discover potential saints among those 
who present themselves for admission. 
Father Florian pointed out, “Many 
may come us, but not all must 
life all its beauty and vigor.” St. Bene- 
dict specifies high potentiality for per- 
fection the candidate. High motives, 
the ability follow the Benedictine tra- 
dition the liturgy, the will attain 
perfection obedience, and the strength 
suffer humiliations for the love God, 
least average intelligence and 
equipoise temperament. St. Benedict’s 
concept the body one side the 
spiritual ladder erected the 
novice indicates that good health also, 
necessary factor religious life. 

The splendid papers presented the 
Sisters the panel entitled, “Criteria 
for Discerning Whether Not the Can- 
didate Has Vocation,” disclosed that 
good common sense and experience ob- 
serving candidates work, prayer, 
and play are still reliable faculties 
determining the good will the candi- 
date. Constancy overcoming undesir- 
able habits and remittent instability are 
discerned. The papers read un- 


der the title “Mental Hygiene the 
Spiritual Life,” designated that the mind 
the trouble center, and emphasized 
the necessity using reliable criteria 
estimate the mental fitness ap- 
plicants. 

Vocations cultivated homes Faith 
are now the minority. Our candidate 
the product neurotic world. She 
has learned glorify her ego and satis- 
her craving for the things she desires. 
discover the extent which this bane- 
ful philosophy has impaired her spiritual 
growth becomes immediate problem. 
Failure detect neurotic symptoms 
shows the lives Sisters who seem 
inadequately prepared cope with 
the complexity community life. The 
few questions pertinent sanity ap- 
plication and physical examination blanks 
are longer substantial criteria for 
judging sound mental health. 

Sister Digna Birmingham, head 
the psychology department the Col- 
lege St. Scholastica, Duluth, Minne- 
sota, gave comprehensive survey 
psychometrics, and proposed their use 
scientific means judging the mental 
capacity the individual, and dis- 
covering her tendencies, aptitudes, and 
interests. many instances, inventories 
intelligence and personality are the 
files high schools colleges. Where 
they are not accessible, the applicant 
could asked take standard paper 
and pencil tests before entrance. Sister 
Digna warned that not safe rely 
one set tests when show 
abnormal extremes. Charity precludes 
hasty decisions. 

Precautions should taken not ad- 
mit those who are mentally deficient, 
those who tend toward high introversion. 
The latter often have strong desire for 
religious life, but they are susceptible 
neurotic disorders. Father Conrad stated 
that almost impossible ferret out 
the hidden, passive pride those with 
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marked introversion, whereas the faults 
extrovert may corrected because 
they are more less externalized. Since 
secular instruments can hardly adapt- 
able our needs, Father Conrad suggest- 
that make out our own personality 
inventory, basing St. Benedict’s con- 
cept humility. For the majority, the 
findings would valuable guidance aid 
the hands the novice mistress, who 
could help the novice get earlier start 
correcting predominant tendencies. 

All through the discussion the sub- 
ject discerning vocations, the pendulum 
oscillated between charity toward the can- 
didate and justice toward the community. 
the novice’s influence injurious 
harmful, better not keep her. 
Constant worry whether not one has 
she does not want perfection, then you 
not want her. some the vocation 
may weak, but they are trying, some- 
thing being accomplished, and they 
should given more time. The novice 
must prove herself. When there doubt 
both sides, the time trial could 
extended. The candidate who bor- 
der case intellectually, should studied 
for compensations prayerfulness, co- 
operation, and cheerfulness. vocation 
mysterious thing which may sudden- 
cease. Never, any means, may 
emotional pull the urgent need for 
Sisters, justifiable factors deciding 
keep reject candidate. 

fail dismissing Sister whose 
fitness still question the time 
perpetual vows? was advised that 
such Sister has benefited her experi- 
ence religious life. permitted 
remain might injustice one 
who incapable living the 
responsibility vows. Charity must 
our guide all the way through extend- 
ing ample assistance the Sister the 
ordeal making adjustment outside. 
prudent accept the handicapped? 
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One with strong will could sublimate the 
hardships and become spiritual dynamo 
for community. The general opinion 
was that the struggle might result 
inferiority persecution complex. The 
acceptance converts was also discussed, 
Due the emotional factor conver- 
sion, seems wiser put converts off 
for few years. true, they may 
know more theology than the average 
novice, but they have face reality 
the novitiate experience and usually 
require “special handling.” 

The novice mistress must know herself 
Three-fourths psychology recogniz- 
ing what another, and what 
oneself. She will the most for her 
novices through private interview, the 
great majority troubled minds can 
her scope suspect neurotic symptoms; 
but she way competent judge 
psychic cases and should refer them 
Catholic psychiatrist. She may help the 
novice discover herself, but she may not 
step into the field the spiritual director; 
nor may she ever question the word the 
spiritual director confessor. kind 
mother who friendly, warm-hearted, 
firm, experienced, she will attract and not 
repel. She will recognize the excellent 
qualities the candidate brings religious 
life: her desire for truth, her sincerity, 
her natural impulse different, her 
eagerness pursue cause, and her intel- 
lectual ability study theology and 
philosophy all are assets molded 
into the tools that are needed full 
Benedictine life. 

Benedictine spirituality takes its source 
the pristine purity the early Church. 
essentially the spirituality Christ 
preserved the Gospels. Father 
Paschal put succinctly: “If you live 
the Rule, the common life, the 
sacred liturgy, you develop spirituality 
which basically Catholic. When you 
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reduce spirituality its roots, love; 
when you permit flower, gets into 
the work you do. Next charity, the 
sacred liturgy integrates all....In this 
have certain freedom individuali- 
ty. are not straight jacket. 
Karl Adam said, ‘There place the 
world where there are many original 
saints Benedictine monastery’.” 
Because not cut and dry system, 
requires superior formation approach 
the Benedictine ideal. 


The scope the second phase the 
Workshop can best illustrated 
record the subjects that were studied 
and discussed during the five sessions de- 
voted the spiritual formation the 
novice: 


Training for the Spirit Poverty 
Positive Approach the Vow Chastity 
Benedictine Spirituality set forth in: 
The Prologue 
The Instruments Good Works: 
Duties Relationship God 
Charity Towards One’s Neighbor 
Duties Toward Self 
Sanctification 
Obedience 
The Spirit Silence 
Humility 
Faith vs. Emotion the Religious Life 
Liturgical Life the Novitiate 


The excellent contributions made the 
Sisters who served the panels, and the 
scholarly treatment the serious subjects 
undertaken the Fathers cannot 


summarized with any degree justice 


article such this one. All that can 
attempted digest the main trends 
that emerged from the informal discus- 
sions these subjects. 


The demands imposed religious to- 
day require formation period that will 
insure the development valiant women, 
who are spiritually self-reliant. religi- 
ous order has greater spiritual resources 
than the Order St. Benedict, but 
longer the secret novice mistresses 
that the time set apart for learning about 
our rich heritage far too short. 
assimilate sanctifying degree takes 


How give novices intro- 
duction that will charge their batteries 
for life the question. 

For many novices the death struggle 
childhood occurs the novitiate; those 
who are more mature consume much 
time wrestling with worldliness. One 
the chief functions the novitiate moti- 
vation. fundamental the matur- 
ing process that must take place the 
novitiate. This was emphasized 
Father Conrad his comprehensive 
instruction the vow chastity. 
said that Benedictines have simple, 
ordinary, frank, full approach the vow, 
which should start the novice the road 
perfect womanhood. Her completion 
found Christ, who her partner 
and her strength weakness. She 
made independent, pure, and valiant 
her virginity. Using St. Ambrose’s 
words, “Her virginity made fruitful 
works love.” The full knowledge her 
should flower into sublimated love for all 
the members Jesus His Mystical 
Body. The virgin consecrated Christ 
must take the responsibility becoming 
spiritual mother. God’s 
children,” hence they are all hers. Show- 
ing the novice her place God’s Divine 
Plan was also proposed Father Conrad 
give purpose her life. She the 
beneficiary every good man and woman 
the Old Testament and the New. 
She has not only been saved, but she has 
been given Divine life Baptism, and 
daily God has given Himself her the 
Eucharist. Thus she becomes channel 
for diffusing God’s goodness, and com- 
missioned carry the message salva- 
tion another generation. 

The maturing process may also 
accelerated teaching poverty. One 
the first impressions the candidate re- 
ceives that she free use the goods 
the convent household. Adult attitudes 
towards poverty practiced the 
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heart Christian family need 
stressed. This the time for the great 
move from the receiving the giving end 
the line. Unless poverty taught 
the light faith and detachment, its 
maturing constituents: sacrifices, repara- 
tion, expiation, renunciation, and contri- 
tion, will relegated less effective 
learning experiences. Poverty must 
felt there going expiation. 
Without expiation the novice will find 
real joy serving God. Poverty 
chastity the soul. 

This spirit sacrifice first requisite 
the venture laying the foundation 
for her spiritual life. Success acquir- 
ing even basic knowledge the Holy 
Rule, ascetico-moral theology, dogma, 
Holy Scripture, the liturgy, and sacred 
chant, depends how much stern self- 
discipline the novice has the good will 
endure for the sake growing faith. 
The mortar that cements these founda- 
tion blocks together Faith the 
Blessed Trinity. Father Paschal explain- 
ed: “We have see the Holy Trinity 
and the life the Trinity the 
Church imparted the sacra- 
ments and through the community. 
The Mystical Body the Community. 
That the specific faith St. Benedict.” 
When the young religious goes out take 
her place the community, she will ex- 
pected stand her own feet; there 
are too few spiritual directors. She will 
wise develop insatiable appetite 
for more and more knowledge God. 
permit the novice out presumptu- 
ously depending infused faith 
jeopardize her vocation. She must grow 
faith through diligent study. The 
Holy Spirit works, our part. 

The candidate steps across the threshold 
into religious life with characteristic 
temerity, especially she has good 
measure devotional piety her kit. 
She does not suspect that her first adjust- 
ments will have made anything 
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intimate and personal prayer. But 
now she needs re-learn how breathe, 
were, the high altitudes liturgical 
prayer. The Liturgy the Mass and 
the Divine Office call rather for constant 
reliance faith, and humility corpo- 
rate participation. The great Benedic- 
tine privilege praying through the 
Mass and the Divine Office her guaran- 
tee for perfect way spiritual life. 
few remarks from Father Paschal’s en- 
lightening discourse the Liturgy are 
selected explain this truth. 

liturgical act the candidate con- 
stituted novice; one not only chosen 
Christ, but clothed the power 
Christ sanctity. Through the litur- 
everything about her and everything 
she uses sanctified. This great sancti- 
fying power emanates from the Mass and 
the supra-personal power sacramental 
action. Each day’s Mass comes clothed 
the sign the feast phase 
Christ’s life. Through intelligent parti- 
cipation, the novice receives the graces 
signified and learns instinctively faith 
the truths Christian Doctrine. The 
liturgy school virtue which she 
imbued with sense reverence for 
others, and inspired with the humility 
relinquish the place the center 
Christ. Living the liturgy liberates her 
spirit, permitting spontaneous move- 
ment towards God. The Mass the 
Catechumens and the Divine Office open 
her vast stores wonderful food 
for thought, filling her silence with the 
presence God. Mental prayer could 
well learned the liturgy. When the 
lessons and responses Matins are medi- 
tated, the heart purified and dilated 
with love and made ready for God’s 
action. Mental prayer the Benedic- 
tine way praying always. 

Father Conrad proposes the use the 
Psalms for mental prayer. With 
limited knowledge the Divine Plan, the 
great manifestation the 
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love God for man, the novice can un- 
lock the treasure inspiration stored 
away the Psalms. The constantly re- 
curring key-words the Psalms: cove- 
nant, law, decree, command, judgment, 
love, light recall the pattern the wise- 
man’s prayer. “The wiseman finds 
the law God absolute plan for re- 
storing right order, harmony, peace and 
participation the goodness and bless- 
ings This moves him break 
forth songs love and praise for 
choosing and preserving Israel,... and 
the climax, the promise the Messias. 
his wisdom determines live his 
troubled life keeping with the theolog- 
ical truths has meditated upon.... 
[For us] the Old Law and the Gospels are 
synonymous, becoming the whole law 
meditated day and night the 

“Such meditation will put the novice 
the disposition service, humility, co- 
operation, obedience, and love, which will 
make the Pater Noster [her] favorite 
imitation Mary’s perfect disposition: 
‘Behold the handmaid the Lord’.... 
The love God for Christ,... 
the new King who gives the eleventh 
commandment, ‘to love one another.’ 
This plan should bring the novice the 
place where she longer acts through 
constraint, but rather because she loves 
God.” wonder St. Benedict devoted 
many chapters His Holy Rule 
regulating the Divine Office. seems 
intent getting seek God litur- 
gical prayer. sum with Father 
Paschal: follow the Benedictine 
way [of and not jealous those 
who have less, they had more.” 


became increasingly evident that theol- 
ogy should the core the program. 
complete spiritual life the Benedic- 
tine tradition calls for theological forma- 
tion prepare the Sister become 
spiritually self-reliant and strong enough 
withstand the spirit the times. 
Further, she must equipped func- 
tion reliable teacher and spiritual 
guide youth. 


The proposed course studies tends 
logical development the young 
theologian she grows her spiritual 
life and experience from the postulancy, 
through the novitiate and the scholasti- 
cate. The order progression from the 
beginning subject its completion, 
and the degree intensity its treat- 
ment are determined the time factor 
each division the training period, 
Basically the outline includes the main 
theological disciplines: 


SCRIPTURE: Scripture readings from the 
Bible, the basic Benedictine book. 


DOGMA: Doctrine God, the Church and 
the Sacraments. 


(Christian perfection 
Virtues, moral and theological; asceticism 
and evangelical perfection mystical theol- 
ogy, prayer and contemplation; moral 
sacraments, The Holy Rule, Declaration, 
Constitutions, Customs, The Vows. 


LITURGY: The Mass, The Missal, The Brevi- 
ary, Chant, Liturgical year, Liturgical 
piety, Latin the Missal and Psalter. 


CHURCH HISTORY: Scripture, Old and New 
Testament; Patrology, especially those 
Fathers represented the Breviary and 
the Holy Rule, history monasticism, 
history modern Benedictine Congrega- 
tion, Benedictine Saints, Missionology, 
Catechetical Methods*, Teacher’s Ap- 
proach Sex*, Catholic Action 
Encyclicals.* 


The italicized divisions following the 


subject titles listed above, are allotted 
was the development course studies the candidature, covered approx- 
for Benedictine novitiates. committee, imately twenty periods week for six 
under the expert direction Father Con- months. The course studies planned 
worked tirelessly toward designing prepare the postulant for the spiritual 
and integrated course. development that expected occur 
the sessions proceeded from day day, the novitiate. All the subjects are con- 


The major assignment the Workshop 
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tinued the novitiate with the exception 
those marked asterisk, which are 
assigned the scholasticate. 

This course studies, minimal 
theological subject matter, presented 
ideal toward which strive, 
may used check sheet against 
what currently being done. One ques- 
tion was how accomplish all that 
prescribes conjunction with the work 
program which customary our noviti- 
ates. Sister Henrita, novice mistress 
St. Benedict’s Convent, St. Joseph, Min- 
nesota, reminded that work and prayer 
must hand hand; one without the 
other will not produce real Benedictine. 
Work means teaching self-sacrifice 
and inculcating community spirit. 
also provides means checking the 
effectiveness our teaching. How ar- 
rive good balance local problem. 

The plan for the scholasticate more 
tentative than elastic, due the different 
ways this department conducted the 
The majority 
opinion turned strongly favor press- 
ing toward the goal keeping the scholas- 
tics the motherhouse the first year, 
give them the opportunity assimilate, 
under supervision, through daily living 
community, what has been learned with- 
out simultaneously having adjust the 
complexity mission life. many 
the convents that were represented, this 
continued formation young Sisters 
getting priority over the demands for 
teachers and teacher preparation. Father 
Conrad declared that our breakdowns are 
not the novitiate and the scholasticate, 
but ten fifteen years later; this implies 
inadequate training the formative 
period. impossible,” said, “to 
take girl from the dance floor and make 
Benedictine saint out her sixteen 
months.” Another ominous note was 
struck when told meeting religious 
with advanced degrees and doctorates 
other fields knowledge, who admit 
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never having had formal course 
religion. Too many are limping along 
religious life with eighth grade theol- 
ogy. Are seeking the kingdom 
God and His justice? so, the other 
things will added; must trust 
God. 

not intended that the postulant 
novice mistress teach all the courses 
outlined. Wherever possible 
solicit the assistance the Chaplain, 
dogmatic and ascetico-moral theology 
including the Vows should under his 
tutelage. the instructions the vow 
ogy instructor ought impart the physi- 
ological and biological principles involved 
for complete treatment the vow. 
was pointed out that must know 
the vow make it, and make best 
when have learned well enough 
teach it. was also suggested that 
novices should taught some psychology 
psychology instructor Catholic 
psychiatrist. 

Space does not permit listing the books 
that were recommended for use follow- 
ing the Course Studies. copy 
could procured from Mount St. Scho- 
lastica Convent, Atchison, Kansas; also, 
the spendid bibliography which was com- 
piled specifically for Benedictine forma- 
tion, the Reverend Father Meinrad 
Hoffman, master novices St. Mein- 
rad’s Abbey. 

The excellent teaching technique used 
Father Conrad will remembered 
one the invaluable experiences 
the Workshop. presenting Posi- 
tive Approach the Vow Chastity,” 
Father Conrad gave thorough exposi- 
tion the subject from the dogma the 
vow methods teaching it, including 
what should taught, how much should 
taught, when and how. teachers, 
were particularly fortunate observ- 
ing his method synthesizing the teach- 


ing 
ing 
me! 
Ver 
his 
the 
and 
cati 
and 
nov 
nov 
and 
Div 
Div 
shot 
that 
grov 
tion 
Rul 
tice 
natu 
tism 
disti 
All 
God: 
key 


ing Sacred Scripture, and introduc- 
ing the integration the Psalms 
mental prayer. 

the last day the Workshop, the 
Very Reverend David Kinish, O.S.B., 
his talk entitled “The Novice Master 
the Holy Rule,” reviewed the purpose 
and function the novitiate, the qualifi- 
cations and duties the novice master, 
and the fundamental attitude the 
novice. The primary purpose the 
novitiate provide the motivation, 
and the theological training that will 
inspire the novice with the determination 
persevere being Benedictine saint 
the making, after leaving the novitiate. 
religious life she will touched the 
Divine Life daily the Mass, the 
Divine Office, and her obedience. She 
should continue assimilate the things 
that establish the habits spiritual 
growth. The best book for the forma- 
tion good spiritual habits the Holy 
Rule, which translates into actual prac- 
tice the things the novice has learned. 
Father David gave first importance 
training Charity. All have the super- 
natural virtue Charity through Bap- 
tism, but not the degree which should 
distinguish one religious life. 
loves God most who knows Him best; 
however, takes more than intellectual 
knowledge acquire deep love God. 
All the faculties with which each con- 
secrated soul endowed must turn 
Godward. 

And the Workshop ended the same 
key “Charity” intoned Father 


Florian the first day, when stressed 
emphatically “The Aims and 
assert that the love 
God and neighbor was the sustaining tone 
through the harmonious modulations 
the wonderful ten-day experience 
exaggeration. The “good zeal” manifes- 
ted the Reverend Fathers lifted the 
venture the level spiritual success 
that could not have attained without 
their scholarly contributions, their enthu- 
participation and wise direction, 
their enduring patience and reverent ap- 
preciation our modest efforts. Perhaps 
the most significant thing that did 
have the Workshop. 

had come together complete 
strangers. About leave, our hearts were 
filled with Christlike love and gratitude 
for having been together. Even before 
our departure, knew that our en- 
thusiasm must tempered conditions 
existing our own communities. The 
vital things could change were our- 
selves our degree charity and our 
personal sanctification. Many times dur- 
ing the Workshop had keard: 
cannot give what you have not got.” 

Humbly, therefore, would back 
our work, but strengthened the 
unity spirit and purpose that had 
bound together pledge love and 
pray for one another, and grow our 
appreciation for the Benedictine tradition 
that had seen deeply rooted and 
growing now for one hundred years 
American soil. 
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With Other Benedictine Sisters 


Bismarck, 

The first golden jubilee the recently 
founded Convent the Annunciation 
was that Sister Verena Braegelmann, 
who made her profession fifty years ago 
St. Joseph, Minnesota. The Jubilee 
Renovation Vows took place Holy 
Spirit Cathedral, June 21, 1951. spe- 
cial guest was Sister Verena’s sister, 
Sister Aegidia St. Benedict’s Priory. 
Silver jubilarians 1951 were Sisters 
Adelphia Fitterer, Selma Judt, Theodo- 
rette Brinkmann, Charlotte Hubbard, 
and Lucilla Freid. 

the profession ceremony July 11, 
Sisters Louise Lanz, Clare and Miriam 
Schmidt, Leone Winter, Terence Glum, 
Florence Liebl, Audrey Martin, and 
Jeanette Hinds made perpetual vows. 
Sister Gemma Peters, Charles Kara- 
bensch, Leola Hoff, Marie Agostini, and 
Celestine and James Messer pronounced 
triennial vows. 

Most the community’s teachers at- 
tended summer session Bismarck 
where classes religion, sociology, and 
education were conducted. Other Sisters 
were enrolled the Catholic University, 
Marquette University, St. Louis Universi- 
ty, St. Catherine’s, St. Benedict’s, and 
Mount Marty Colleges. Sisters Gemma 
Peters and James Messer are now study- 
ing St. Catherine College, St. Paul, 
Minn. Sister Emmanuel Feist stu- 
dent the Creighton University School 
Pharmacy. Sister Terence Glum re- 
ceived training encephalography 
Salt Lake City General Hospital, com- 
pleting the work October. 

Mother Decora Kaliher, Sister Paschal 
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Hansen, and Sister Marilyn at- 
tended the sessions the Language and 
Literature Section the American Bene- 
dictine Academy held the College St. 
Benedict, St. Joseph, Minn., August 
23. Sisters Anne Burns and Norma 
Scharf participated the Regional Con- 
ference the Confraternity Christian 
Doctrine Winona September. 

Sister Anne Burns co-author with 
the Rev. Gerald Ellard, S.J., Service, 
the fourth volume the Religion Essen- 
tials Series, which the Rev. Austin 
Schmidt, S.J., editor. The book was 
published this fall the Loyola Uni- 
versity Press. 

Three Sisters who are laboratory tech- 
nicians have come from other priories 
help for time hospitals staffed the 
community. They are Sister Ruth Ann 
St. Benedict’s Priory, Sister Charita 
St. Paul’s Priory, and Sister Mary 
Hyacinth St. Bede’s Priory. 


Bristow, VIRGINIA 


rescript from Rome, dated May 15, 
brought the confirmation membership 
the Congregation St. Scholastica. 

Summer classes were conducted for the 
first time extension from St. Vin- 
cent’s College, Latrobe, Pa. Instructors 
included the Rev. Harold Phillips, 
psychology; the Rev. Ildephonse Wort- 
man, O.S.B., music; and Sister Liguori 
Garvey, O.S.B., English. Father 
phonse supplemented chant class with bi- 
weekly rehearsals chant and the Divine 
Office. The community singing 
Sunday Vespers and Congregational high 
Mass the end the summer session. 
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August marked the golden jubilee 
Sister Stephen Walters, and the silver 
anniversary Rev. Mother Rita Nolte, 
Sister Louise Stefanik, Sister Mary Ann 
DuCharme, and Sister Liguori Garvey. 


Sister Agnes O’Meara student 
St. Joseph’s College, Emmitsburg, Md. 


Sister Xavier Dehner, Sister Mechtilde 
Butz, and Sister Liguori attended the 
Chapter Convention the 
LF.C.A., Portsmouth, Va. St. Ger- 
trude’s High School Richmond will 
hostess the convention 1952. 


Sister Mary Paul Reilly, librarian 
St. Scholastica High School, and author 
What Must Do?, book vocations 
and the religious vows for teenagers, 
spoke “The Role the Librarian 
Fostering Vocations” the unit 
the Catholic Library Association, 
which met Oct. Alvernia High 
School, Chicago. 

“Distributism, Discussion Topic,” 
Sister Margaret Mary Gaughan, will ap- 
pear the next issue The Review, 
publication the Catholic Business Edu- 
cation Association. The discussion tech- 
nique presented this article was original- 
demonstrated Sister Margaret 
Mary’s sociology students recent 
national convention the Association. 


Among the various pilgrimage groups 
who recently visited the Perpetual Adora- 
tion Chapel were members the Legion 
Mary Omaha, Nebr., accompanied 
their chaplain, Father Garvey. The 
Rev. Paul Stokes brought large parish 
group from Higginsville, Mo., October 
America visited Oct. 21; the Liturgy 
Club Mount St. Scholastica College 
sponsored trip Oct. 27; and Nov. 
members the Newman 


Club Maryville Teachers 
visited the Chapel. 


Four postulants were clothed the 
habit Sept. 15. the same day four 
novices made temporary vows and five 
Sisters made perpetual vows. The novi- 
ces were Sister Mercedes, Sister Miriam, 
Sister Carmela, and Sister Lucilla. The 
newly-professed religious are Sister Ed- 
ward, Sister Assumpta, Sister Bernardine, 
Sister Salome, and Sister Olivia. 

The Rev. Innocent Imhof, O.S.B., 
convent chaplain, having succeeded the 
Very Rev. Anselm Coppersmith, O.S.B., 
who was recently appointed prior Con- 
ception Abbey, Conception, Mo. 


Sister Placida Stephan, one the few 
remaining pioneers the community, 
passed away the eve the feast 
St. Placid, the ninety-second year 
her age, and the seventy-fourth anni- 
versary her religious profession. 


Nov. the Sisters Mundelein 
entertained the group thirty-four Bene- 
dictine Mothers who had just finished re- 
treat Sacred Heart Convent, Listle. 
After visit the chapel and dinner, 
the group was addressed the Very Rev. 
Richard Felix, O.S.B., prior Benet 
Lake, Wisconsin, and the Rev. Hugh 
Farrington, O.S.B., who had been one 
the pilgrimage leaders for the Holy Year 
journey Europe made many the 
Mothers. The talks were followed 
Benediction. 

The Sisters Mundelein have been re- 
ceiving instruction Gregorian chant 
regularly since August. Their instructor 
the Very Rev. Msgr. Joseph Kush 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, Mun- 
delein, 

Canonical erection the Tucson 
Knights Columbus Council Nation- 
Center Nocturnal Adoration was 
made July Indult granting 
affiliation with the Archconfraternity 
Rome. One Knights Columbus group 


College 
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Adorers has been affiliated Rome 
through the Tucson National Center, and 
another the process affiliation. 
Monsignor Benjamin Nardone, president 
the Archconfraternity for Nocturnal 
Adoration the Blessed Sacrament, 
wrote part: pleased send you 
best wishes for the success this holy 
work, which trust will expand all over 
the States, Tucson remaining the center 
irradiation for the cult Jesus solemn- 
exposed.” 

the Sanctuary the Holy Spirit 
Kansas City, the Rev. Raymond, O.S.B., 
former prior Conception Abbey, assum- 
the duties chaplain September. 


Oct. Bishop Marling presided 
over the enrollment Sentinels the 
Blessed Sacrament and distributed 
wards. Nearly three-hundred women re- 
ceived awards for fidelity making their 
hours Eucharistic adoration the 
Sanctuary the Holy Spirit over period 
one year; fifty received the three-year 
award; and twenty-seven, the fidelity 
badge for five years. 


Kentucky 


Sister Mary Lioba, sub-prioress 
the Benedictine Sisters Covington, 
death came Sept. 20, after long illness. 
Prioress the community for twelve 
years, Sister Lioba resigned that office 
1942, because ill health, but accepted 
the appointment sub-prioress and serv- 
that capacity until her death. 
Previous her election the office 
prioress, Sister Lioba was known for her 
interest education, both classroom 
teacher and organizer and principal. 

The Catechetical Center Our Lady 
Guadalupe, Junta, Colorado, was 
opened September the Benedictine 
Sisters Covington. Starting with only 
three teachers, Sister Mary Regina, Sister 
Mary Aurelia, and Sister Mary Patrice, 
its activities include pre-school for the 
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children Saint Patrick and Our Lady 
Guadalupe parishes, after-school and 
Saturday instructions for Catholic child- 
ren the city, and direction Newman 
Club and sodalities both 
planned that the Center will eventu- 
ally include parochial school for all 
grades. 

The following members the communi- 
recently completed their work for ad- 
vanced degrees: Sister Mary Emily, 
Master Fine Arts, and Sister Mary 
Frances, Master Science mathema- 
tics, from the Catholic University, Wash- 
ington, D.C.; Sister Mary David, R.N., 
Anesthetist, St. John Hospital, Spring- 
field, 

attendance the Congress the 
Confraternity Christian Doctrine, held 
Chicago, Nov. 7-11, was Sister Mary 
Lillian, who served member the 
Panel Visual and Audio-Visual Aids 
Religion. Sister Lillian’s topic was 
“The Use Films Religious Instruc- 

During the Catholic Conference 
Industrial Problems, held Covington, 
Ky., Nov. 18-20, Sister Mary Irmina was 
member the Panel the Elementary 
School Teacher and Industrial Problems. 
Sister Irmina spoke “The Preparation 
the Elementary Teacher for the Task 
Hand.” 

Sister Mary Judith and Sister Mary 
Avila were active members the Finance 
Committee the National Council 
Teachers English, when convened 
Cincinnati, Nov. 24. 


MINNESOTA 


With the resumption fall classes 
the College St. Scholastica, faculty mem- 
bers who had been teaching doing post- 
graduate work returned the institu- 
tion. Sister Raymond, professor re- 
ligion and psychology, returned after 
teaching the summer session the 


> 
Sis 
or; 
tio 
vic 


titu- 

the 


Catholic University America. Sister 
Salome, head the art department, 
taught art St. Martin’s Academy, 
Sturgis, Dak. Sister Monica, instruc- 
tor home economics, received master 
arts degree from the University Min- 
nesota. Four new faculty members have 
joined the staff. Sister Maureen, who 
doctor’s degree psychology 
from the Catholic University America, 
associated with the psychology depart- 
ment. Sister Maureen, whose research 
work centered study the effect 
glutamic acid intelligence, was the 
teaching staff the Catholic University. 
Sister Joselyn now working her doc- 
torate Fordham University. Sister 
Grace Marie joined the home economics 
staff instructor. Sister Mary 
Charles, who will also join the faculty, 
has been granted leave absence 
complete her work the field elementa- 
education the University Min- 
nesota. 

Rev. Mother Athanasius, president 
the College St. Scholastica, extended 
greetings delegates the World As- 
sembly who visited the college Septem- 
ber. Members the group were: Maurice 
Jacquemin, Belgium; Bernard Blin, Paris; 
George Bowen, Jamaica; Rolf Lynton, 
London; Jacques Kane, Senegal, French 
West Africa; Claudia Tosana, Italy; and 
Miss Joyce Greenberg, United States. 

the seventeenth annual meeting 
the American College Hospital Ad- 
ministrators St. Louis September, 
Sister Assumpta was elected fellowship 
the American College Hospital Ad- 
ministrators, international professional 
organization Hospital Administrators. 
Headquarters for the College are 
Chicago. Candidates recommended for 
membership must meet certain qualifica- 
tions, such successful experience 
hospital administration, outstanding ser- 
the field, and must measure 
the professional requirements the 


College. 
The late Sister Patricia, former ad- 
ministrator St. Mary’s Hospital, was 
honored with memorial lecture the 
annual session the American Associa- 
tion Medical Record Librarians recent- 
held St. Louis, Mo. Sister Patri- 
cia Memorial fund has been established 
St. Mary’s Hospital: 
Construction now progress the 
new $1,722,000, St. Joseph’s Hospital 
Brainerd, Minn. The structure, con- 
nected the present hospital, will house 
117 beds, operating, X-ray and therapy 
facilities and kitchen. will four 
stories high, T-shaped, with wings 233 
and 147 feet long. future fifth story 
planned. Construction, scheduled for 
completion the fall 1952, rein- 
forced concrete with exterior brick 
and Indiana limestone trim. 
Adult education classes sponsored 
the College opened Oct. 15. The courses 
carrying two semester credits credit 
according the wishes the registrant, 
were open the public and are being held 
Our Lady Victory Hall. 
include “Public Health,” So- 
cial Psychology,” 
“Ward Administration,” 
Philosophy,” “Public Speaking and Group 
Discussion.” 
Forty-eight representatives from insti- 
tutions Minnesota attended the Cath- 
olic Round Table Science the College 
Oct. 13. The Rev. Mathias Robinson, 
O.P., Chicago, was the guest speaker 
the institute. 

The College St. Scholastica the 
first school Minnesota receive ap- 
proval its elementary education pro- 
gram under the state’s new requirements 
for the accreditation institutions pre- 
paring students for the bachelor’s degree 
the field elementary teaching educa- 
tion. The approval the state was given 
Friday, Nov. 

solemn Requiem Mass was offered 
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for Sister Katharine McCarthy Our 
Lady Queen Peace chapel, Oct. 31. 
Sister Katharine, pioneer member 
the Duluth Benedictine community, was 
one the leaders education circles 
the Northwest for many years. She died, 
after two-year illness, the Feast 
Christ the King, Oct. 28. Sister Katha- 
rine received the degree bachelor arts 
from the University Minnesota 1898, 
master arts from Columbia College 
1923. She was the first woman re- 
ceive doctorate from the Catholic Uni- 
versity America. She also studied 
the Sorbonne Paris. addition her 
years service the students the 
College teacher, she was the staff 
the Catholic University America and 
the archdiocesan Teachers’ College St. 
Paul. She was active member many 
organizations including the following: 
The American Psychological Association; 
Midwest Psychological Association; Ame- 
rican Association University Women; 
National Conference Catholic Chari- 
ties; Kappa Delta Pi; Society for Re- 
search Child Development; and the 
Duluth Mental Hygiene Clinic. She par- 
ticipated the 1940 White House Con- 
ference Children and Democracy. 
She was the author Motives Pagan 
Education Compared with the Christian 
Ideal and The Duluth Catholic Public 
Schools, and was contributor The 
Catholic School. 

Sister Mary Adelaide Blais died Sep- 
tember St. Mary’s Hospital following 
lingering illness. For the past fifty-one 
years she had been associated with the 
local parochial schools. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


July the Rev. Edward McMa- 
naman, auxiliary Bishop Erie, clothed 
four postulants the habit: Donna Oben- 
rader, Jane Eichenlaub, Jane Sullivan, 
and Barbara Logan. this same cere- 
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mony, received the triennial vows 
Sister Miriam Mashank, Sister Catherine 
Rettger, Sister Mary Hubert Buckel, and 
Sister Teresita McGreevy. 

Fourteen members the community 
attended summer sessions: Sister Benita 
and Sister Evelyn the Catholic Uni- 
versity; Sister Charles and Sister Martin 
Paul University; Sister Alice, Sister 
Kathleen, Sister Marie Celine Notre 
Dame University; Sister Agnes Jean, 
Sister Mary Daniel, Sister Mary David 
Rochester School Music; Sister Mary 
Jude the University Milwaukee; 
Sister Henrietta Mount Mary College, 
Milwaukee; Sister Louis and Sister Mary 
Regina Villanova College. 

The Sisters taught Vacation Schools 
eleven parishes the Erie Diocese. 

The Right Rev. Denis Strittmatter, 
S.B., St. Vincents’s Archabbey, Latrobe, 
Pa., August 20, received the perpetual 
vows Sister Anthony Ames, Sister Lois 
Marie Bulishak, Sister Mary Jane Eichen- 
laub, and Sister Mary Bernard Niebling. 

Sister Eileen and Sister Benita, School 
Supervisors, attended the National Cath- 
olic Educational Association Convention 
Philadelphia, Oct. 17-20. 

Sister Alice and Sister Kathleen receiv- 
the degree Master Science 
Education from the University Notre 
Dame August. 

Sister Theophane and Sister Kathleen 
attended the Conference the National 
Association Secondary School Prin- 
cipals Atlantic City, Nov. 22-24. 

Sister DeSales and Sister Gervase serv- 
the Library Panel the Catholic 
Educational Convention, Erie, Pa. 

Sister Mary Alice, Mistress Novices, 
furthers Benedictinism through dramatic 
presentations observance jubilees and 
feastdays. Within the past three years, 
Sister has directed her novices the pro- 
duction the life Saint Robert 
Molesme and Saint Alberic, the 
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script being Father Raymond’s work, 
Three Religious Rebels. Her latest produc- 
tion, the life St. Scholastica, was pre- 
sented last June observance the 
jubilee Rev. Mother Sylvester. 


Fort ARKANSAS 


The Benedictine Sisters St. Scholas- 
tica Convent held their Second Annual 
Educational Institute, July 30, under the 
general supervision Rev. Mother Jane 
Frances, who spoke the first general 
session. Sister Benita presided this 
session, basing discussion the theme 
the Institute: Child Citizen 
Two Worlds.” Sister Germaine, super- 
visor education the community, 
brought the group report the recent 
convention the National Catholic Edu- 
cational Association, held Cleveland 
Other Sisters who led special 
discussion groups were Sisters Leona, 
Joseph, Florence, Clarissa, Carmen, Fran- 
ces Teresa, Aquinas, Emerentia, Celine, 
Mary Anthony, Rosalia, Christine, Cal- 
lista, Irene, and Albina. 

Since adopting the Divine Office 
English, the Sisters St. Scholastica’s, 
Fort Smith, sang solemn Vespers for the 
first time the Feast the Immaculate 
Conception. 

Rev. Mother Jane Frances was one 
the annual diocesan teachers’ convention 
Little Rock, Ark., Oct. 2425. The 
general topic the panel was voca- 
tions the priesthood and religious life. 
Mother Jane Frances spoke fostering 
vocations the Sisterhood. 

The community took another new 
mission this year, the Crawford County 
Memorial Hospital located Van Buren, 
Ark., about eight miles from the mother- 
house. The chapel the hospital 
dedicated St. Benedict. Sisters 
stationed this new mission. 

Five Sisters attended the National 
Liturgical week Dubuque, Iowa, last 


August. They were Sisters Loretta, 
Andrew, Benita, Stella, and Jeanne. 

Work the chapel the motherhouse, 
which being completely renovated, will 
probably completed next Easter. The 
project under the direction the Con- 
rad Schmitt studio Milwaukee. The 
main altar single slab Cassino- 
rose marble mounted eight columns. 
The steps surrounding the altar are 
Vert-issore cool green) marble. 
bronze canopy suspended from the ceiling 
will support large crucifix hanging direct- 
over the altar. The corpus 
carved wood imported from Oberammer- 
gau,Germany. will the dominating 
feature the sanctuary. 

The side altars will simple marble 
tables with wood-carved statues 
backets above the altar. Matching the 
high altar will new marble com- 
munion rail also Cassino-rose. 


July the feast the Precious 
Blood, the Community assembled the 
motherhouse for impressive ceremony 
whereby eighteen their number were 
formally authorized and sent off with 
“Godspeed” begin new foundation. 
This foundation will serve the interests 
the Slovak people and will known 
the Benedictine Convent the Sor- 
rowful Mother. 

the close the Vespers the day, 
the Right Rev. Abbot Ambrose Ondrak, 
St. Procopius Abbey, assisted 
the Rev. Sylvester Healy, O.S.B., and 
the Rev. Richard Shonka, O.S.B., blessed 
the Foundation Cross which the mother- 
convent was presenting her daughter- 
foundation symbol the work. The 
Abbot then presented Sister Teresita 
Shroba, the new superior pro tempore, 
with the Cross, copy the Holy Rule, 
and set Breviaries, with the admoni- 
tion sanctify herself and hers means 
the Rule and sing and meditate 
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upon the praises God. 

The new group will temporarily make 
their new home the parish convent 
St. Michael’s Church 48th and Damen, 
Chicago. This formal opening marked 
the fulfillment plans made with the ad- 
vice the Most Rev. Bernard Kaelin, 
Abbot Primate the Benedic- 
tine Order. 

Thirty-one Benedictine Prioresses from 
all parts the country met Lisle 
October November for special 
retreat and meeting. The retreat master 
was the Rev. Hugh Wilt, O.S.B., from St. 
Vincent’s Archabbey, Latrobe, Pa. Added 
encouragement was given the Rev. 
Mothers the Most Rev. Martin 


McNamara, Bishop Joliet, and the 


Right Rev. Ambrose Ondrak, 
Abbot St. Procopius Abbey Lisle, 
both whom paid visit the Convent 
during the retreat. After the retreat, 
the Mothers paid visit the Oblates 
St. Scholastica Mission House Lisle, 
and the Benedictine Sisters Perpe- 
tual Adoration Mundelein, 

The Mothers from the various Con- 
gregations were present follows: Con- 
gregation St. Scholastica: Mother Al- 
fred, Mount St. Scholastica, Atchison, 
Kans.; Mother Isabel, St. Joseph’s Con- 
vent, St. Marys, Pa.; Mother Sylvester, 
St. Benedict Convent, Erie, Pa.; Mother 
Hildegarde, St. Gertrude’s Convent, 
Ridgely, Md.; Mother Vincent, St. Wal- 
burga Convent, Elizabeth, N.J.; Mother 
Domitilla, St. Walburg Convent, Coving- 
ton, Ky.; Mother Adelaide, St. Scholasti- 
Convent, Chicago, Mother Dolores, 
Mount St. Mary Convent, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; Mother Walburga, St. Scholastica 
Convent, Covington, La.; Mother Paula, 
Benedictine Heights Convent, Guthrie, 
Okla.; Mother Aemilia, Sacred Heart 
Convent, Listle, Mother Annunciata, 
Sacred Heart Convent, Cullman, Ala.; 
Mother Rita, St. Benedict Convent, 
Bristow, Va.; Mother Mildred, St. Bene- 
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dict’s Convent, Mexico City, Mexico. 

From the Congregation St. Gertrude: 
Mother Carmelita, Sacred Heart Con- 
vent, Minot, N.D.; Mother Blandina, 
Mount St. Benedict Convent, Crookston, 
Minn.; Mother Clarissa, Convent the 
Immaculate Conception, Ferdinand, Ind.; 
Mother Eugenia, St. Gertrude’s Convent, 
Cottonwood, Idaho. 

From the Congregation St. Benedict: 
Mother Richarda, St. Benedict’s Con- 
vent, St. Joseph, Minn.; Mother Lorraine, 
St. Paul’s Priory, St. Paul, 
Mother Ethel, St. Bede’s Priory, Eau 
Claire, Wis. 

From the Congregation the Benedic- 
tine Sisters Perpetual Adoration: 
Mother Carmelita and Mother Dolorosa 
from Clyde, Mo.; Mother Mildred, Mun- 
delein, 

From other Communities: Mother 
Ricarda, St. Mary’s Convent, Nauvoo, 
Ill.; Mother Athanasius, Villa Sancta 
Scholastica, Duluth, Minn.; Mother Jane 
Frances, St. Scholastica Convent, Fort 
Smith, Ark.; Mother Perpetua, Holy 
Angels Convent, Jonesboro, Ark.; Mother 
Decora, Convent the Annunciation, 
Bismarck, N.D.; Mother Agnes, Missiona- 
Sisters St. Benedict, Benet Lake, 
Wis.; Mother Dorothea, Arborg, Mani- 
toba, Canada. 

Three golden jubilarians: Sister Fran- 
cis, Sister Rose, and Sister Veronica, and 
six silver jubilarians: Sister Loretta, Sis- 
ter DeSales, Sister Armella, Sister Mil- 
burg, Sister Blandina, and Sister Imelda, 
renewed their vows profession during 
the Mass Thanksgiving December 
the feast the Immaculate Conception. 
The Most Rev. Martin McNamara, 
Bishop Joliet, the cere- 
monies. 


Minot, 


Four young women received the habit 
Sacred Heart Convent Chapel Ju- 
24. the same day Sister Kathleen 
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Kuntz made perpetual vows and Sister 
Alice Rassier made temporary vows. 


Some the Sisters attended summer 
sessions St. Scholastica College, Mount 
Marty College, College St. Catherine, 
and the State Teachers College Minot. 


Mr. ANGEL, 


estimated cost $250,000 the 
Benedictine Sisters Mt. Angel have be- 
gun the construction new building 
their college campus. The education 
hall will constructed concrete with 
brick facing and will include classrooms, 
college library, instructional aids center, 
and auditorium. 


Sister Gemma Piennett expected 
complete her requirements for the doc- 
torate biology and philosophy St. 
Louis University the close the 
present semester. 


the presence the Most Rev. Ed- 
ward Howard, the following Sisters 
pronounced perpetual vows Aug. 20: 
Sister David Mary Bonn and Sister Paula 
Rickert. Sister Mary Ann Ryan made 
triennial vows, and Miss Eva Koessler 
was clothed the Benedictine habit 
the same day. 


Maureen Clement, Billings, Mont.; 
Agnes Ewing, Salem, Ore.; and Janet 
Doherty, Oregon City, entered the novi- 
tiate postulants. 


Sister Alberta and Sister Bernice attend- 
meeting the State Advisory Com- 
mittee Salem Dec. Portland, 
Dec. 4-5, sociology meeting was at- 
tended Sister Virginia and Sister An- 
toinette. Sister Ida and Sister Carol 
attended the Western unit the NCEA 
conference Spokane, Wash., Dec. 5-7. 
While Spokane they also attended the 
Northwest Association Secondary and 


Higher Schools. 


NEBRASKA 


Oct. the Rev. Mother General, 
Sigillinde Weber, O.S.B., from the 
motherhouse Tutzing, Bavaria, Germa- 
ny, arrived the United States. During 
the months October and November she 
visited the houses this country. 

Sister Sigeharda Nuss, for six years 
superior Sacred Heart 
Lynch, Nebr., became superintendent 
Holy Trinity Hospital, Graceville, Minn. 
Sister Consolata Bohrer the new superi- 
Lynch. 

Sister Bernadette Harrison, who had 
been superintendent Holy Trinity Hos- 
pital Graceville, was transferred Our 
Lady Lourdes Hospital Norfolk. 
Sister Edburga Kopp the new super- 
visor surgery there. 

Sister Agnes Salber and Sister Mary 
John Sanchez are taking two-year X-ray 
course St. Mary’s Hospital, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 


Ramsay, 


the occasion the diamond jubilee 
Mother Stanislaus, Oct. the Right 
Rev. Columban Thuis, O.S.B., celebrated 
pontifical high Mass the convent chapel. 
After the ceremony Abbot Columban 
blessed the new shrine erected honor 
St. Jude the Apostle. The shrine 
gift from client the Saint thanks- 
giving for favors received. 


St. Marys, PENNSYLVANIA 


Sunday, Sept. 23, saw long desired 
hope fulfilled when life-sized statue 
St. Joseph holding the Infant Jesus was 
erected the lawn circle front 
St. Joseph’s Convent. 

The following Sisters attended insti- 
tutions higher education during the 
summer: Sisters Genevieve, Martha, and 
Mary Edward, Villanova College; Sister 
Pauline and Sister Evangelist, Duquesne 
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University; and Sister Geraldine, the 
Catholic University America. 

Miss Alma Dorst, consultant the 
Zaner-Bloser Company, conducted 
Workshop Handwriting, the first week 
July. 

number the Sisters taught vaca- 
tion schools various parishes the 
diocese. 

Dom Augustine Mayer, O.S.B., the rec- 
tor St. Anselm’s Rome, was guest 
the Convent August spoke 
the Sisters about his work St. Anselm’s 
and about the saintly life Sister Fortu- 
nata. his estimation, St. Marys 
“Benedictine Paradise” because the 
many Benedictine priests and sisters asso- 
ciated with the place who have given their 
services during the past hundred years. 

October 17-19, Mother Isabel and Sis- 
ter Bernadette attended the Convention 
Catholic Education Association 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

Sister Benedict, assistant principal 
St. Mary’s High School, attended the 
meeting the Middle States Association 
Colleges and Secondary Schools 
Atlantic City, Nov. 24. 

This year marks the centennial the 
Benedictine Sisters America. Mother 
Benedicta Riepp and her two companions 
arrived St. Marys, Elk County, Pa., 
July 22, 1852. The event will com- 
memorated August 19,1952, with solemn 
pontifical Mass St. Mary’s Church 
10:30 a.m., followed Centennial Day 
Banquet for the visiting clergy and Sisters. 
Solemn Vespers will sung the after- 
noon. the evening there will 
pageant portraying incidents the lives 
the Benedictine Sisters St. Marys, 
from the foundation the present day. 
The following morning, August 20, 
solemn Requiem Mass will offered for 
all the deceased the Order. 


St. 
June 11, 1951, seven postulants 
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were received into the novitiate 
solemn Pontifical Mass, celebrated the 
Most Rev. James Byrne, auxiliary 
bishop the archdiocese St. 
The new novices, with their names 
religion are: Joan Polyak Farmington, 
Sister Robert; Joanne Schneider St. 
Paul, Sister Andrew; LaVerne Schoen- 
ecker New Prague, Sister Catherine; 
Cleo Schoenbauer St. Patrick’s, Sister 
Gregory; Joan Sisterman St. Paul, Sis- 
ter Margaret; LaVerne Hudall St. 
Paul, Sister John; and Viola Oxborough 
Richfield, Sister Rita. 

July 11, seven sisters made their 
triennial vows solemn pontifical Mass 
the Church the Immaculate Heart 
Mary. The Sisters are Sister Benedict 
Gerold, Sister Therese Rimnac, Sister 
Francis Oeffling, Sister Albert Kleiter, 
Sister Agnes Trombley, Sister Ruth 
by, and Sister Patrick Colline. the 
same Mass, Sister Adelia Schmidt com- 
memorated the fiftieth anniversary her 
first profession public renewal her 
vows. Earlier the year, eleven Sisters 
commemorated the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary their first profession with 
public renewal their vows high 
Mass, offered the Priory chapel the 
Very Rev. Gerald O’Keefe, chancellor 
the archdiocese. 

December four candidates were 
received into the postulancy. They are 
follows: Ruth Hagen Mankato, Mary 
Joanne Lusk and Wanda Zelenka 
Montgomery, and Betty Lannon 
Savage. 


Iowa 


Construction was begun this fall 
addition St. Vincent’s Hospital 
Sioux City. This addition will ex- 


tension the south wing the present 


building. 
The Most Rev. Urban Vehr dedicat- 
the new chapel St. Benedict Hospi- 
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tal Sterling, Colo., Nov. 27. The fittings 
the chapel are matching natural 
birchwood. the basement structure 
the chapel are new laundry and 
boiler room. 


Seven dioceses are represented the 
class twenty-three candidates who re- 
ceived the postulant’s cape and veil 
Dec. are Sioux Falls, Bis- 
marck and Fargo, St. Paul, 
Omaha, Nebr.; Great Falls, Mont., and 
Pueblo, Colo. 

Two pioneer Sisters, Sister Adelheid 
Meyer and Sister Vincent Stoup, passed 
away recently. Sister Adelheid, who 
died Oct. 31, was ninety years age 
and had been religious for more than 
fifty-four years. Sister Vincent, who 
was her hundredth year, died Nov. 
13, having been member the com- 
munity for sixty-three years. Active 
relief work during the Civil War, Sister 
Vincent remembered President Lincoln’s 
assassination. She survived sister 


the Yankton community, Sister Rha- 
bana, who ninety-three years age. 
The expansion program Sacred 
Heart Convent nearing completion. 
The old chapel being converted into 
two-story interior,.the lower floor 


used Liturgical Arts Department, 
and the upper floor infirmary. The 
Infirmary designed for the aged Sisters, 
with cells grouped around chapel 
that the altar will visible the Sisters 
who are confined their beds. St. 
Mary’s Hospital Pierre, new nurses’ 
home and service plant the process 
erection. early spring construction 
will begin new chapel, new convent 
for the Sisters, and home for the aged, 
all connection with St. Mary’s Hospi- 
tal. The home for the aged will built 
the Diocese Sioux Falls, but will 
staffed Benedictine Sisters. 

During the past summer, Sisters Fer- 
dinand and Madonna received their Cath- 
olic Choirmaster Certificates from the 
Gregorian Institute Music. Sister 
Jane received her master’s degree music 
from the American Conservatory 
Music Chicago. Sister Evangeline, 
who received master’s degree philoso- 
phy from the Catholic University 
America last spring, has returned 
Washington pursue studies leading 
doctorate philosophy. 

After survey Mount Marty College 
last fall, the committee accreditation 
from the University South Dakota 
granted the school accreditment four- 
year liberal arts college. 
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attendance the seventy-fifth an- 
niversary conference the American 
Library Association Chicago, July 8-14, 
were Sister Jane Frances McAtee and 
Sister Hildegarde Marshall. 

The Solemnity St. Benedict July 
was observed with solemn high Mass 
and solemn Vespers. The Very Rev. 
Conrad Louis, St. Meinrad’s 
Abbey, St. Meinrad, Ind., was celebrant 
the Mass, assisted the Very Rev. 
David Kinish, O.S.B., deacon; and the 
Rev. Angelus Lingenfelser, O.S.B., sub- 
deacon. 

The Most Rev. Edwin O’Hara, 
Bishop Kansas City, Mo., visited 
Mount St. Scholastica during the sum- 
mer session and recounted for the Sisters 
his recent trip Rome for the beatifica- 
tion Pius 

With representatives twenty-six 
motherhouses the United States and 
Canada attending, the first Novitiate 
Workshop was held Mount St. Scho- 
lastica from July August 10. 
project the Congregation St. Scho- 
lastica, the workshop attracted attendance 
from fifteen communities outside the 
congregation. 

Those representing the Congregation 
St. Scholastica were Sister Lioba and 
Sister Joan, St. Joseph’s Convent, St. 
Marys, Pa.; Sister Mary Alice, St. Bene- 
dict’s Convent, Erie, Pa.; Sister Patricia 
and Sister Evelyn, St. Scholastica Con- 
vent, Chicago, Sister Celine, Sacred 
Heart Convent, Lisle, Sister Gabriel 
and Sister Martha Marie, St. Walburg’s 
Convent, Elizabeth, N.J.; Sister Pauline, 
Mt. St. Mary Convent, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
Sister Gertrude and Sister Gregory, Bene- 
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dictine Heights, Guthrie, Okla.; Sister Ur- 
sula and Sister Miriam, St. Walburg’s 
Convent, Covington, Ky.; Sister Gene- 
vieve, St. Scholastica Convent, Coving- 
ton, La.; Sister Monica, St. Benedict Con- 
vent, Bristow, Va.; Sister Suirtberta, Sis- 
ter Rosamond, and Sister Clarita, Mount 
St. Scholastica Convent, Atchison, Kans. 

From the Congregation St. Gertrude 
the Great were Sister Lioba, Sister Aqui- 
na, and Sister Benedicta, Mt. St. Bene- 
dict, Crookston, Minn.; Sister Ferdinand 
and Sister Leonarda, Sacred Heart Con- 
vent, Yankton, Sister Lucille and 
Sister Aquina, St. Gertrude Convent, 
Cottonwood, Idaho. The Congregation 
St. Benedict was represented Sister 
Claudette and Sister Henrita, Convent 
St. Benedict, St. Joseph, Minn.; Sister 
Muriel, Sister Denis, and Sister Roma, 
St. Bede’s Priory, Eau Claire, Wis.; Sister 
Helaine and Sister Rose Alice, St. Paul 
Priory, St. Paul, Minn. 

Representing Benedictine Sisters 
Diocesan Jurisdiction were Mother Caro- 
line and Sister Imelda, Holy Name Con- 
vent, San Antonio, Fla.; Sister Anne, Sis- 
ter Emmanuel, and Sister Digna, Villa 
St. Scholastica, Duluth, Minn.; Sister 
Clarine, St. Scholastica Convent, Ft. 
Smith, Ark.; Sister Philomena, St. Mary’s 
Convent, Nauvoo, Sister Veronica 
and Sister Marilyn, Convent the An- 
nunciation, Bismarck, N.D.; Sister Mary 
Theresa and Sister Mary Madeline, St. 
Scholastica Convent, San Antonio, Texas. 

The Benedictine Sisters Perpetual 
Adoration were represented Sister 
Hildalita and Sister DeSales, Convent 
Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, and the 
Olivetan Benedictine Sisters Sister 
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Alexia and Sister Frances, Holy Angels 
Convent, Jonesboro, Ark. 

Sister Leona and Sister Clotild came 
from the Benedictine Motherhouse, Ar- 
borg, Manitoba, Canada. 

Co-ordinators for the Workshop were 
the Very Rev. Florian Demmer, 
and the Very Rev. David Kinish, O.S.B., 
Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison; the Very 
Rev. Conrad Louis, St. Meinrad’s 
Abbey, St. Meinrad, Ind.; and the Rev. 
Paschal Botz, O.S.B., St. John’s Abbey, 
Collegeville, Minn. 

Members the community who quali- 
fied for the bachelor’s degree during the 
summer session Mount St. Scholastica 
College were Sister Stephen Pendergast, 
Siste Hilary Mullen, Sister Theophane 
Reinecke, Sister Verene Rohrer, Sister 
Loretta Schirmer, and Sister Mary Wil- 
liam Harrington. 

Four candidates received the habit 
August 12: Lois Thomas Omaha, 
Nebr., Sister Modesta; Mary Larkin 
Denver, Colo., Sister Vincent; Olive 
Geiger Beatrice, Nebr., Sister Gerard; 
Theresa Liang Shangtung, China, 
Sister Bendu. 

August 15, Sister Pauline Vey, 
Sister Mary Crispin Chagoyan, and Sister 
Michaeline Putthoff made triennial vows, 
while five Sisters made final profession. 
They were Sister Scholastica Schuster, 
Sister Rosalia Marnett, Sister Cecile 
Sister Benet Obear, and Sister 
Laetitia Chavez. 

Sister Evangeline Green was presented 
graduation violin recital August 
the music department Mount 
Scholastica College. She was accom- 
panied Sister Chrysostom Koppes, 
piano, and Sister Mary Urban Hansen, 
Sister Evangeline also holds 
degree with major mathematics. 

Sectional meetings the American 
Benedictine Academy dotted the August 
calendar. Sister Jerome Keeler, Sister 
Teresa Ann Doyle, Sister Mary Victor 


Donahue, and Sister Chrysostom Koppes 
attended the sessions the Language and 
Literature and the Fine Arts Sections held 
the College St. Benedict, St. Joseph, 
Minn., and St. John’s Abbey, College- 
ville, Aug. 20-23. Sister Teresa Ann pre- 
sented paper “Aspects the New 
Criticism” and was elected secretary 
the Language and Literature Section. 
Sister Chrysostom read paper 
“Philosophy and Twentieth Century 
Music.” 

Sister Rosemary Hogan, Sister Romana 
Farrell, Sister Immaculata Kramer, Sis- 
ter Helen Sullivan, and Sister Dunstan 
Delehant attended the sessions the 
Philosophy Section Conception Abbey, 
Conception, Mo., Aug. 28-30. Sister 
Dunstan gave paper “Some Prin- 
ciples and Implications the Magistro 
St. Thomas Aquinas.” 

Sister John Marie Brazzel and Sister 
Aelred Pottinger journeyed St. Vincent 
Archabbey, Latrobe, Pa., attend the 
meetings the Natural Science and 
Mathematics Section, Aug. 29-31. Sister 
John Marie took part panel the 
cancer problem. 

More than two thousand children 
Kansas, Missouri, lowa, Nebraska, Colo- 
rado, and Oklahoma were cared for the 
religious vacation schools taught Sis- 
ters Mount St. Scholastica. the 
Diocese Kansas City Kansas the fol- 
lowing schools were held: Alma, Sisters 
Opportuna and Sybilla; Alta Vista and 
Eskridge, Sisters Sabina and Leocadia; 
Bendena, Sisters Antoinette and Helen; 
Burlington, Sisters Priscilla and Everet- 
ta; Coal Creek, Sisters Verona and Gabri- 
ella; Doniphan, Sisters Bernadette and 
Perpetua; Edgerton and Baldwin, Sisters 
Octavia and Vita; Gardner, Sisters Sabina 
and Ludovica; Everest, Sisters Alexia and 
Leonilla; Fidelity, Sisters Clementia and 
Devota; Frankfort, Sisters Ositha and 
Joanna; Hiawatha, Sisters Bernadette and 
Caroline; Hartford, Sisters Mercedes and 
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Frances Marie; Marysville, Sisters Domi- 
nica, Estelle, Digna, and Mary Raymond; 
Ottawa, Sisters Nepomucene and Paula; 
Lapeer, Sisters Noreen and Cabrini; St. 
Bridget, Sisters Josella and Cyprian; 
Summerfield, Sisters Virginia and Benno; 
Tonganoxie, Sisters Emma Marie and 
Leon; Troy, Sisters Annunciata, Mary 
Frances, and Mary Magdalene; Wamego, 
Sister Cleta; Waterville and Irving, 
Sisters Eulalia and Joan; Wheaton, Sis- 
Sisters Sylvania and Thaddeus; Onaga, 
Sister Fidelis and Verene. 

Hanover the Diocese Salina was 
taught Sisters Ita, Emma Marie, and 
Mary Giles. Oklahoma, Sister 
Eileen and Sister Mary Ernest taught 
vacation school the parish Goltry. 

Missouri schools St. Joseph and 
Kansas City dioceses included the follow- 
ing: Clinton, Sisters Antonina, Sienna, 
and Ephrem; Burlington Junction, Sisters 
Mary Clare and Marcia; Ewing, Sisters 
Longina and Martha; Stanberry and Ford 
City, Sisters Walburg and Mary Jude; 
Spring Fork, Sisters Sabina and Antoinet- 
te; Guardian Angels Parish Kansas 
City, Sisters Sidonia and Clementia. 

Iowa vacation schools were held 
Afton, Sisters DePaul and Verita; Lenox, 
Sisters Caroline and Maristelle; Buck 
Grove, Sisters Dionysia and Mary Roger; 
Portsmouth, Sisters Elizabeth Ann, Luca, 
Jeanne Marie, and Mary Pius. 

The Nebraska schools were Burchard, 
Sisters Antoinette and 
land, Sisters Opportuna and Sybilla; Red 
Cloud, Sisters Vivina and Denise; Stein- 
auer, Sisters Mary and Amata; Table 
Rock, Sisters Mary Michael and Vincen- 
tia; Tecumseh, Sisters Emerita and Mar- 
guerite. 

Sisters stationed Walsenburg, Colo., 
staffed vacation schools Walsenburg 
and Junta, Swink, Cheraw, Veta, 
Tioga, Del Carbon, Aguilar, Delagua, 
Ramey, Gulnare,and Trujillo. Those 
Sisters engaged the work were Sisters 
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Vivian, Bertrand, Patricia Ann, 
leine, Mary Clarence, Venard, Mary 
thur, Rosina, Rachel, Jovita, Cordula, 
and Rebecca. 

Denver vacation schools included 
Cajetan’s, Our Lady Guadalupe, and 
Our Lady Victory, taught Sisters 
Monica, Appolonia, Isidor, Venard, Mary 
Arthur, and Georgene, with the assistance 
lay catechists. 

Stationed Antonito, Colo., Sisters 
Judith, Mary Lourdes, Bede, Mary Ellen, 
Viola, Consolata, Amalia, Mary Owen, 
Lilliosa, and Bertha staffed schools 
Romeo, Espinoza, Las Penas, Las Mesi- 
tas, and Lobato, while Sisters from 
lin went Jara, Colo., for vacation 
school. 

Mount St. Scholastica was represented 
the annual teacher conference, Oct. 12, 
Topeka, Kans., Sister Immaculata 
Kramer, Sister Imogene Baker, and Sister 
Mary Austin Schirmer. 

Dom Augustine Mayer, O.S.B., rector 
St. Anselm’s Rome, was guest 
the convent Sept. 11, and celebrant 
the conventual Mass the Choir Chapel. 

Complete renovation the community 
room was begun late October and still 
progress. 

Attending the annual meeting the 
Mid-West Unit the Catholic Library 
Association Ursuline College, Paola, 
Kans., Oct. 27, were Sister Florence 
Feeney and Sister Jane Frances 
college librarians. Sister Florence was 
chairman the college round table. 

Rev. Mother Mildred Knoebber 
Mexico City arrived Oct. spend 
few days the Mount. She then accom- 
panied Rev. Mother Alfred Schroll 
retreat and meeting Benedictine 
Mothers, held Sacred Heart Convent, 
Lisle, The Rev. Hugh Wilt, 
St. Vincent’s Archabbey, Latrobe, Pa., 
was the retreat master. 

Sister Gonzaga Engelhart and Sister 
Rosamond Felling went Topeka, Kans., 
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Nov. for the annual convention the 
Kansas State Teachers Association. 

November Sister Audrey Aaron 
returned Mount St. Scholastica join 
the college faculty. She recently com- 
pleted requirements for her doctorate 
romance languages Johns Hopkins 
University, Baltimore, Md. Sister Aud- 
rey was the Marshall Elliot honorary 
scholar there for the year 1950-51. Be- 
sides her work Johns Hopkins, Sister 
Audrey spent summers the Catholic 
University America, Laval University 
Quebec, and Middlebury School 
Spanish, Middlebury, Vermont. 

Accompanying student delegation 
the ninth national congress the Con- 
fraternity Christian Doctrine, Nov. 
ll, Chicago, were Sister Rosemary 
Hogan and Sister Ethelburg Leuschen. 
Sister Ethelburg, who moderator the 
college CCD, read paper “Advance 
Planning for Urban Vacation Schools.” 

Sister Imogene Baker, Sister Gonzaga 
Engelhart, and Sister Jerome. Keeler at- 
tended the Deans and Registrars Meeting 
Kansas State College, Manhattan, Nov. 
Sister Jerome, dean Donnelly Col- 
lege, Kansas City, Kans., was re-elected 
secretary-treasurer the Kansas Deans 
Association. 

Reverend Mother Alfred Schroll was 
accompanied Sister Dolorosa Hoff- 
mans business trip San Diego and 
los Angeles, Calif., Nov. 16-28. 

Sister Karlene Hoffmans, head the 
music department Mount St. Scholasti- 
College, attended the annual meeting 
the National Association Schools 
Music, held Cincinnati, Nov. 22-25. 
She was accompanied Sister Dolores 
Erdman Lillis High School, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

The Rev. Mother Alfred Schroll and 
Mother Adelaide Rabida St. Scholasti- 
Convent, Chicago, made visita- 
tion tour Eastern convents belonging 


the Congregation St. Scholastica, 
December 4-18. 

the Feast the Immaculate Con- 
ception, Dec. the Right Rev. Cuthbert 
McDonald, O.S.B., was celebrant the 
Pontifical High Mass St. Scholastica 
Chapel. The Very Rev. David Kinish, 
O.S.B., was presbyter assistant; the Rev. 
Anthony Reilman, O.S.B., and the Rev. 
Augustine Rottering, O.S.B., were deacons 
honor; the Rev. Malachy Sullivan, 
O.S.B., was deacon the Mass the Rev. 
Bertrand LaNoue, O.S.B., was subdeacon; 
and the Rev. Francis Broderick, 
was master ceremonies. 

The Most Rev. Edward Hunkeler, 
Bishop Kansas City Kansas, gave 
the habit fourteen novices Dec. 21. 
was assisted Father David and 
Father Francis. The new novices are 
Dolores Thomas, Kansas City, Kans., 
Sister Mary John; Rosemary Bertels, 
Nortonville, Kans., Sister Mary Albert; 
Mildred Scruck, Nortonville, Kans., Sis- 
ter Raphael; Agnes Honz, Omaha, Nebr., 
Sister Columba; Martha Jacobs, Atchison, 
Kans., Sister Mary Benedict; Joanne 
Murray, Chicago, Sister Sharon; 
Bernice Nanneman, Salisbury, Mo., Sis- 
ter Bernelda; Phyllis Dye, Kansas City, 
Kans., Sister Mary Prague; Mary Jane 
Watson, Wichita, Kans., Sister Frances; 
Joan Offenburger, Elizabeth, N.J., Sister 
Paulette; Rita McPhee, Hemple, Mo., 
Sister Mechtile; Barbara Nutter, Kirk- 
wood, Mo., Sister Thomasita; Genevieve 
Gonzales, Capulin, Colo., Sister Kateri; 
Lucille Borengasser, Fort Smith, Ark., 
Sister Mary Placid. 

The Very Rev. David Kinish, O.S.B., 
was celebrant the three conventual 
Masses Christmas. Midnight 
Mass was assisted the Rev. Ber- 
trand LaNoue, O.S.B., deacon, and the 
Rev. Cornelius Caples, subdeacon, 
with Brother Robert Eckel, O.S.B., 
master ceremonies. Father Cornelius 
preached the sermon. Servers were Bro- 
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ther Gregory and Brother Martin. Matins 
began ten-fifteen, with Lauds follow- 
ing the Midnight Mass. solemn Ves- 
pers Christmas afternoon, Father 
David was assisted Frater Martin 
Taylor and Frater Andrew Gottschalk, 
with Brothers Patrick, Gregory, and 
Martin serving. 

Sister Bernarda Brentano, chairman 
the department Spanish, and Sister 
Teresa Ann Doyle, head the department 
English, attended the national conven- 
tion the Modern Language Association 
Detroit, Dec. 27-29. While De- 
troit, they participated special meet- 
ing the Catholic Renascence Society. 

New Year’s Day was profession day for 


thirteen novices and seven scholastics, 
The following made perpetual vows: Sis- 
ter Aidan Murphy, Sister Bridget Kelli- 
her, Sister Mary Roger Schreiner, Sister 
Mary Gilbert Gregory, Sister Mary Mar- 
tin Taylor, Sister Nathaniel Von Tersch, 
and Sister Noel Walter. Novices who 
made triennial vows were Sister Josetta 
Cobb, Sister Magdalita Philipps, Sister 
Adrian Brentano, Sister Mary Rey Lutz, 
Sister Mary Gabriel Kocour, Sister Maria 
Goretti Garcia, Sister Esperanza Duenas, 
Sister Diane Liston, Sister Mary Ronald 
LaCapra, Sister Phyllis Echterling, Sister 
Mary Dennis Peters, Sister Mary Nicho- 
las Felten, and Sister Georgette Hurter. 


OBITUARIES 


Sister Mary Agnes Miessler 


Sister Mary Agnes Miessler died July 
St. Margaret’s Hospital, Kansas 
City, Kans. The funeral was held from 
St. Scholastica Chapel, July 19, following 
Office the Dead and Requiem High 
Mass. Born Biberach, Wiirttemberg, 
Germany, August 10, 1878, Sister Mary 
Agnes entered French convent Bene- 
dictines February 10, 1895. She made 
profession there August 1896, but 
was forced leave France 1904 She 
arrived Mount St. Scholastica Convent 
October 19, 1904. The death Sister 
Mary Agnes leaves only one surviving 
member the group exiled French 
Benedictine nuns who found refuge 
Mount after the French government had 
confiscated their convents 1904. Sister 
Mary Agnes had taught fine needlework 
the Academy for many years, and also 
made vestments and altar linens for the 
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community. For years she was the de- 
voted nurse Sister St. John, also 
French exile, who was invalid. 


Sister Anthony Payne 


Sister Anthony Payne died August 
St. Margaret’s Hospital, Kansas City, 
Kans. The funeral was held from St. 
Scholastica Chapel August 13, follow- 
ing Office the Dead and Requiem High 
Mass. Born August 24, 1898, Came- 
ron, Mo., Sister Anthony attended Mount 
St. Scholastica Academy, and entered the 
novitiate September 10, 1917. She was 
professed March 30, 1919. From 1919 
1928, she taught the parochial schools 
Seneca, Blaine, Horton, and Purcell 
Kansas, and Portsmouth, Iowa. Sister 
Anthony then began graduate work, tak- 
ing her master’s degree St. Louis Uni- 
versity and her doctorate the Universi- 
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Kansas. Sister Anthony was head 
the biology department Mount St. 
Scholastica College from 1932 1946, 
which time she became one the pioneer 
members the Benedictine foundation 
Mexico City. the time her death 
Sister Anthony was head the biology 
department Donnelly College, Kansas 
City, Kans., and had just completed 


teaching course the summer session 
Mount St. Scholastica College. Sister 
Anthony had long list scientific pub- 
lications her credit, and held member- 
ship Sigma Xi, the American Academy 
for the Advancement Science, the Gene- 
tical Society, the National Association 
Biology Teachers, and the American 
Benedictine Academy. 


Book Reviews 


Guilt. Caryll Houselander. New York: 
Sheed and Ward, 1951. Pp. xii, 279. $3.75. 
Sheed and Ward have done their part 

splendidly with the latest work Caryll 
Houselander. Beginning with the dust 
cover startling patterns black and 
white combined with violet and yellow- 
green, the book provocative from its 
first claim for attention. The make-up 
satisfying nothing the mechanical 
detracts from the reading, save perhaps 
the distance between biography and the 
accompanying photograph. the back 
the title page the Archbishop warns 
tion approval commendation. 

The author’s introduction prepares the 
She has chosen viewpoint unique 
among Catholic American psychologists 
the psychologists.” (page x). One would 
have agree with this assumption 
order agree with her treatment the 
subject. 

is, course, axiom education 
that order teach, one must begin 
where the learner is. Perhaps that 
justification for this kind book for 
English reading public. England has 
given much warmer reception psycho- 
analysis through Freud and his pupils, 
whom Jung was one, than has ever 
been vouchsafed America. America 


has never lost sight the principle self- 
determination and has never regarded 
seriously Jung’s theory group mind, 
which implication denies free will. 
The American scientific mind has been 
much interested heredity but not 
the extent accepting the theory the 
racial unconscious. England’s reading 
public, the main, accepts these theories, 
will find material comfortingly familiar 
Guilt. the education the 
known the must begin with 
treading philosophical and experimental 
byways basis operation, then per- 
haps the author has justification for 
much reasoning along these lines. 

The delineation Hitler (pages 41-42) 
seems scarcely keeping with the per- 
spective have distance several 
thousand miles. Back the early thir- 
ties, was welcomed leader who 
“filled the dinner pail.” Until had 
been accepted political leader was 
not position destroy faith. Not 
until the faith youth was destroyed was 
passion publicly unleashed. This would 
nullify the conclusion that was merely 
figurehead, passive, and helpless, before 
the group mind guilt.” 

Many would question (page 51) that 
the desire lose individuality group 
The Communion Saints satisfies, not 
because one lost the group but be- 
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cause his individual worth increased 
his membership, based his Divine 
adoption through baptism. 

Likewise, many un- 
commited crimes are traceable, not 
feeling guilt, but unfulfilled long- 
ing for recognition the size the 
headlines measured one’s status. 

There are the book many beautiful 
passages revealing keen spiritual insight. 
There poetry her prose beauty 
which hurries one get the whole 
theme the melody words one 
moment. “The Measure rushes 
short, warm, words intense human 
experience. fairly gnaws 
vocabulary tear out the appropriate 
agonizing phrase. 

But this reviewer the opinion that 
will take more than the appealing writ- 
ing Caryll Houselander catholicize 
Jung. His group mind, psychic thing 
even could exist, not identified 
with the Mystical Body Christ, which 
wholly spiritual. Neither the social 
heritage ages Christianity merely 
another name for his racial unconscious. 
The attempts draw close parallels may 
confuse people who are beginning have 
correct comprehension the Mystical 
Body. And one may wonder such at- 
tempts will much permanent benefit 
those who are suggestible that they 
surrender the influence any one who 
makes bid for leadership. 


Sister Anne Cawley, O.S.B. 


The Queen’s Daughters: Study Women 
Saints. Martindale, New York: 
Sheed and Ward, 1951. Pp. xvi, 252. $3.00. 
Sanctity complex thing, and hard 

define. femininity. Father Mar- 

tindale attempts plumb both concepts 
his latest book, The Queen’s Daughters: 

Study Women Saints. His final con- 

clusion that sanctity has three essential 

characteristics: self-sacrifice; prayer; 

This conclusion differs only wording 
from the conclusion reached the end 
his previous study, What Are Saints? 
(Sheed and Ward, 1937) where stated: 
Saints are persons who have intense 
belief God; intense love for Jesus 
Christ; and intense devotion, for Their 
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sakes, the service mankind. 

The feminine angle skirts neatly 
with the sentence: “In woman, all vir- 
tues are womanly.” 

Before launching into his study 
sanctity the concrete, that is, before 
beginning his 152 biographical sketches, 
gives one little warning: “Not every- 
thing the saints will equally attrac- 
tive. The divine light has shine 
through the clouded glass our poor 
humanity, and the Saints themselves will 
not always just what might have 
expected. After all, they had win 
battles, and were often wounded the 
winning them.” 

The six principal chapters follow the 
chronological development the Church. 
The early martyrs constitute chapter one, 
the second chapter labeled Em- 
Becomes Christian,” meet Saint 

elena, and that group Scripture 
dents who both harrassed and consoled 
the heart Jerome Melania, Marcella, 
Paula. Genevieve and Clotilda are dis- 
cussed chapter three entitled “The 
Church Looks West and North.” 

Chapter four given over the Medi- 
eval Mystics, definitely extraordinary 
women: Hildegarde, Gertrude, Mechtilde, 
Juliana Falconieri, Catherine Siena, 
Birgitta Sweden, and Frances Rome. 


“The great mystics remind us,” says 
Father Martindale (p. 106) are 
habitually conscious only the outer- 
most fringe creation and are not 
directly perceptive God all; and their 
preternatural sufferings reveal 
little very little) what the Passion 
really was, and what purification must 
ours here hereafter.” 

Jane Frances Chantal discussed 
considerable length chapter five 
called “The Break-up Christendom.” 
the same chapter meet Margaret 
Mary with her message from our Lord: 
“Behold this Heart which has much 
loved men!” 

The “Modern World” (chapter six) 
devoted primarily active nuns—women 
dedicated teaching, nursing, and other 
apostolic work. one long litany 
frustration and misunderstanding, 
prove that women inclined the 
apostolate must perforce learn the first 
two essentials sanctity dependence 
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God and union with Christ through 
suffering. 

Ever since Father Martindale finished 
his thirteen radio talks men saints 
(What are Saints?) nineteen years ago, 
has been getting around this work 
women saints. happy that the 
present form did not demand the careful 
and disciplined pruning the former 
Few his readers will share that 
view. One-hundred-fifty-two saints are 
really too many for the size his 
vas.” The hurried introduction too 
many too quick succession results 
confusion rather than inspiration. The 
pattern sanctity emerges with con- 
siderably less than the desired clarity. 


Sister Bede Sullivan, O.S.B. 


The Life Ailred Rievaulx. Walter 
Daniel. Translated from the Latin with In- 
troduction and Notes Powicke, F.B. 
A., Emeritus Professor, University Oxford. 
London, New York, etc.: Thomas Nelson and 
Sons, Ltd., 1950. Pp. cii, 88. $4.25. 

This volume valuable addition 
the well-established series, 
Classics,” for makes available the Latin 
text and translation the life the 
twelfth century Cistercian Abbot, St. 
Ailred, who described the editor 
“one the busiest and most sagacious 
men his time.” also brings forth 
another example the masterful scholar- 
ship the Oxford Emeritus Professor 
Powicke, who has enriched the volume 
with highly significant and interesting 
Introduction. 

The author this Life St. Ailred was 
Walter Daniel, who lived under the rule 
the saintly abbot for seventeen years. 
seems have served the community 
Rievaulx infirmarian, and was 
constant attendance upon the abbot dur- 
ing the last years his frequent illness, 
association which made Daniel the 
logical biographer. The Life arose out 
Daniel’s desire defend the character 
his abbot against the charge that Ailred 
had worked for his own election abbot 
Rievaulx. Daniel’s lengthy letter 
Maurice the same subject included 
this volume. 

The son married priest, Ailred was 
brought the court King David 
Scotland. (Married clergymen were not 
uncommon the eleventh and twelfth 


centuries England.) His associations 
with the Scottish court explain his im- 
portant influence the reigns Kings 
Stephen and Henry England. Giving 
the high position court dispenser 
(steward) after soul-trying struggle 
cast off the charms friendships King 
David’s court, Ailred became monk 
Rievaulx 1133, and after eight years 
monastic life became novice master. 
During his one year tenure novice 
master, was ordered St. Bernard 
Clairvaux write his most famous 
work, Speculum Caritatis, which 
analysis the religious life. When St. 
Laurence Abbey was founded daugh- 
ter-house Rievaulx, Ailred was sent 
its first abbot. 

When Maurice, Abbot William’s suc- 
cessor Rievaulx, resigned the abbacy 
after two years, Ailred was duly chosen 
fill this important place. His twenty- 
year reign over Rievaulx began 1147, 
during which time his abbey became the 
most important center Cistercian in- 
England. was undoubtedly 
the most considerable person North 
England, for both within and without 
monastic circles was called upon 
arbitrate many the perplexing disputes 
and problems the day. was in- 
terested affairs; and spite constant 
ill health, was “indefatigable ad- 
ministrator.” Among other maladies 
suffered from arthritis, which not sur- 
prising after one reads that used 
stand water his neck quiet the 
urgings the flesh. The method re- 
lieving the pains arthritis forms 
interesting commentary the medical 
practices the age. 

Daniel’s Life gives but few glimpses 
the abbot his relations with the out- 
side world. concerned chiefly with 
illustrating the inner life the saint and 
his personal dealings with his monks. 
Ailred was mild disciplinarian and one 
learns from his Speculum Caritatis the 
emphasis placed charity the 
religious life. This not say that 
had difficulties. narrowly escaped 
death from the hands “Epicurean” 
who tried throw him into the fire, and 
there was also trouble with the devil 
the dormitory. 

Here indeed interesting life, which 
becomes even more when compared 
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with our so-called busy modern lives. 
With more than 600 religious and lay 
people under his rule and constant de- 
mand his time from the outside world, 
he, nevertheless, found time write tracts 
various subjects, homilies, letters, 
treatises Spiritual Friendship and 
Recluses, lives two saints and Gene- 
alogia regum Anglorum. 

pleasure read Daniel’s first- 
hand accounts the miracles performed 
Ailred. There all the mediaeval 
flavor that sympathetic reader could 
desire. other words, edifying 
Life. And there present too that rather 
curious disdain rhetoric found the 
lives many the great saints, yet 
Professor Powicke has shown that the 
very Latin classics Ailred disclaims are 
his models and lend certain attractive- 
ness his writings. 


Rev. Timothy Fry, 


St. Benedict and His Times. His Eminence 
Cardinal Schuster, arch- 
bishop Milan. Translated Gregory 
Roettger, O.S.B., monk St. John’s Abbey, 
London and St. Louis: Herder Book Co., 
1951. Pp. ix, 396. $6.00. 


This very satisfying book, the type 
one might well expect emanate from 
the hand the learned and holy arch- 
bishop Milan. Biographers St. 
Benedict, true, are hampered the 
paucity sources available. And 
Cardinal Schuster. But wisely takes 
the available sources, discusses their worth 
frankly, and then builds what probably 
the most complete picture St. Benedict 
will ever have fitting the 
Gregory the Great into fifth and sixth cen- 
tury are filled con- 
vincingly that one wonders one’s own 
naivete not having been more perplexed 
them previously. 

St. Gregory tells us, for instance, that 
while the young Benedict was his way 
Subiaco met monk, Romanus, who 
gave him aid and supplied him with 
religious habit. Previous biographers 
leave the impression that such in- 
vestiture would quite order. But 
our author says, “‘According the ancient 
discipline described Cassian, first 
tried the vocation the novice, means 
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conferences instructed him the 
duties and dangers the 
life, and finally with the accustomed rites 
conferred him the habit sancta con- 
All these things required time 
and were not done the middle the 
Any other course would have been 
contrary canon law and still more 
monastic usage. 


again, Schuster pictures Benedict 
assuming the abbacy the monks 
Vicovaro not merely the request the 
inhabitants that monastery, but with 
episcopal approval and blessing. “We 
must also hold that the authority the 
bishop Tivoli was invoked ratify 
the choice and confer the blessing together 
with the insignia office the new 
abbot. the time St. Gregory this 
practice had entered into the juridical 
custom the Church.” And Schuster 
cites documents prove his claims. 


This method supporting all his inter- 
pretations with documentary evidence, 
either from canon law, antique sacramen- 
taries, episcopal papal directives, 
archaeological findings, gives life 
multitude characters who have been 
hovering background shadows. 
The result more than biography 
that, but also social history the 
day which the forces Christianity 
wield their influence often only after hav- 
ing struggled with still uncontrolled pagan 
customs. these, Cardinal Schuster 
well qualified speak, equally master 
his material when discusses the annual 
festivities the Lupercalia Ambar- 
valia when refers the liturgical 


The author insistent about thesis 
which has hitherto been treated con- 
jecture, that the founder Monte Cassi- 
was priest. assigns the date 
his ordination about 529, convinced 
that the work evangelizing the adjoin- 
ing Campania was definite deputation 
from the Holy See, further legalized 
King Athlaric’s permission convert the 
heathen temples the summit Cassino 
Christian use. Schuster sees here, 
too, sharp distinction between Benedict 
Subiaco, interested almost exclusively 
monastic life, and the legislator and 
apostle Monte Cassino. There 
expansion his work that anticipates 
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grafting the missionary life the monas- 
tic vocation, principle already accepted 
Gregory his day. 

Parts this book were written before 
the destruction Monte Cassino 
American planes 1944. That all 
the good that preserves for 
authoritative, topographical description 
the monastery before was levelled 
the ground. 

Herder’s edition well illustrated, with 
full-page illustrations black and 
white. But the Italian edition, 
cm. (in contrast the American, 
x16 cm.), with its illustrations, some 
color, treasure whose possession 
any library would delight. 

The translation, done competently, 
reads easily, even preserving the author’s 
gentle humor such passages (in 
speaking the sieve Enfide), “No 
doubt, was the cat!’’, again, “Pity 
that St. Gregory does not tell what 
the devil had his basket.” 


Sister Luanne Meagher, O.S.B. 


Alcuin, Friend Charlemagne: His World 
and His Work. Eleanor Shipley Duckett. 
New York: The Macmillan Co., 1951. Pp. 
xii, 337. $5.00. 


This book readable that even one 
who has not previously studied medieval 
history biography can enjoy and 
learn much from it. addition that 
built upon the solid foundation 
thorough knowledge both the period 
and the person about whom treats. 
Furthermore, its method presentation 
unapproachable from the viewpoint 
the sciences history and hagiography; 
every conclusion arrived can accept- 
precisely stated the author with- 
out fear being misled. 


Miss Duckett English-born, has run 
the gamut academic degrees both 
England and America and the author 
the following valuable and interesting 
studies early medieval history and 
literature: The Gateway the Middle Ages 
and Anglo-Saxon Saints and Scholars. 
Her Alcuin must for all Benedictine 
schools and for any college university 
whose patrons realize that western 


civilization and culture antedate Martin 
Luther. 


The following only for those who de- 
mand that review offer some idea the 
contents the book under review. 
not know the exact date place 
Alcuin’s birth; was near York, England, 
between 730 and 735. His death, 
Abbot St. Martin’s, Tours, France, 
occurred May 19, 804, which that year 
was the feast Pentecost. 


Within Alcuin’s lifetime the great era 
iconoclasm took place the empire 
Constantinople, and the eastern emperors 
began threatening the Pope Rome 
rather than protecting him. The break 
with Constantinople happened 781 
when Pope Hadrian ceased date his 
official acts the regnal years the 
Emperor the East. became irrevo- 
cable when Pope Leo III crowned Charles, 
King Frankland, Emperor the West 
St. Peter’s Rome Christmas day 
800 A.D. “His letters the King 
[Charles] seem show clearly that this 
climax held for him culminating hope 
and delight, for Church and State and 
all his world.” 232) 


Alcuin constructed philosophy, 
original thought; was compiler, 
traducer and editor. Having matri- 
culated and become master the great 
English school York, Alcuin brought 
from the land Bede Charles’ court 
Aachen and the continent Europe 
much culture plus zest and enthusiasm 
for learning. carried with him 
Frankland copies many the great 
works pagan and Christian antiquity. 
Later the scriptorium Tours 
established distinctions and rules for the 
use different types writing. From 
this scriptorium the Caroline minuscule 
spread and reigned for four 
years; was succeeded for three hundred 
years the Gothic script and finally was 
revived the “revised Caroline” the 
hands humanists the Renaissance. 
Thence appeared “Roman” type 
which still forms the books today. 


Alcuin authored several secular treatises 
which the most significant Gram- 
mar. His religious works compilations 
had even more lasting influence. His 
Sacramentary Book Sacraments was 
based upon Pope Gregory I’s Sacramenta- 
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but contained addition Masses 
the Sundays after Epiphany, after Easter, 
and after Pentecost. Alcuin’s work “took 
the place the Roman Gregorianum 
Rome itself and became parent the 
Missal now use the Roman Church. 
Every Catholic under the obedience 
Rome owes debt gratitude Alcuin 
every time hears Mass.” 197) 


Either his voluminous correspon- 
dence his personal participation 
Alcuin played role every important 
ecclesiastical secular movement his 
time. His successful battle against the 
heresy led Spain 
Bishop Felix Urgel was responsible for 
the general practice England singing 
the creed Mass. Thence the practice 
spread Rome and other areas. Alcuin 
considered his Handbook the Faith 
the Holy Trinity, which sent King 
Charles, his patron and close friend, 
802, his chief work doctrine. 
Alcuin took step the path that led 
the Catholic practice the Mass 
the Holy Trinity Sundays, the Holy 
Angels Tuesdays, the Holy Cross 
Fridays, and Our Lady Satur- 
days. the request King Charles, 
Alcuin composed manual brief devo- 
tions for the Hours that was suitable for 
the busy life the layman; called 
“breviary.” 


Although remained all his life 
deacon, Alcuin counseled priests, bishops, 
archbishops, and popes well kings 
and emperors, although was the rul- 
ing Abbot St. Martin’s Tours, 
France, and had least remote control 
the monasteries Baralle near Arras, 
St. Lupus Troyes, St. Peter Fer- 
rieres and St. Josse near Etaples. “As 
teacher and Master England and 
the continent, influenced numberless 
minds, and his work organizer educa- 
tion, editor text-books, student 
ancient classic literature, sacred 
writings and their truths, was live 
through the Middle Ages. Yet him- 
self contributed nothing original. Instead, 
drew reverently, scrupulously, from 
the sources older time, and this very 
drawing conserved for future generations 
the wisdom the past.” 305) 


Rev. Alcuin Hemmen, 
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Advent. Jean Daniélou. Translated Rose- 
mary Sheed. New York: Sheed and Ward, 
1951. Pp. 181. $2.50. 


the first his works translated 
for the English reading public, The 
tion the Nations (Sheed and Ward, 
1950), Pére Daniélou declares that 
are unconscious the fact that there 
are men, peoples, races still strangers 
the City God, not have 
great enough sense unity.” 
precisely this passion, might say, for 
unified perspective through theological 
interpretation Sacred History that 
the genesis Advent, the second English 
publication the French Jesuit. 
strong sense organic Christian pattern 
the process fulfillment pervades these 
181 pages rich and provocative reading. 


The title has only this common with 
the liturgical season: alludes not the 
preparatory period preceding the first 
coming Christ, but the period 
hope and expectation which Christi- 
anity now finds itself. This the time 
from the Ascension the parousia 
adventus, the second coming Christ, 
event which will crown the work 
Christ His Church, the evangelization 
all men, “for the mystery are now 
living the world the mystery 
Christ’s gradual coming into all souls, 
into all nations.” 


Pére Daniélou, who squares admirably 
his own beautiful definition 
Christian, who loves the Second 
Coming the Lord,” intensely con- 
scious the still resounding words 
Christ and all nations.” 
brings the sum his Biblical, theological, 
and spiritual learning bear upon the 
problem presented the disconcerting 
fact that now toward the close the 
second Christian millenium Asia and 
Africa remain for the most part outside 
Christian unity. 


The author’s approach age-old 
problem flows from the thesis presented 
the introduction, and 
Drama.” Here shows the 
tory relationships existing between Christ- 
ianity and non-Christian religions. This 
idea basically fresh application the 
paradoxical ‘life-giving death’ the 
Gospels: there relationship timt 
wherein Christianity seen the com- 
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pletion and fulfillment the elements 
truth other religions; antithetically, 
there conflict insofar Christianity 
must destroy the forces evil alien 
forms worship. this antinomy was 
God’s faithfulness His covenant with 
Israel and that nation’s tragic opposition 
divine action history, today’s 
world our faith the mysterious building 
the City God tried the 
vision the disorder introduced the 
liberty man; this the problem 
man’s resistance the hands God 
fashioning him glory. 

Parts and illustrate this thesis 
excellent treatments Christ’s precur- 
sors, pointing Abraham’s abandonment 
paganism walk the obscure light 
faith the one true God, and Mel- 
chisedech’s acceptance revelation which 
meant the denial the natural religion 
which symbolized. The happiest exem- 
Christ par excellence, John the Baptist, 
whose spirit self-abnegation pointing 
his master must the motivation 
any truly fruitful missionary activity. 


interesting chapter the mission 
the angels, Daniélou sees them the per- 
fect model apostolic action con- 
templation and their willingness bring 
souls Christ and then merge into the 
background. Typical the author’s 
tendency point out incomplete elements 
pagan cults which will fulfilled 
Christian clime the chapter the 
Blessed Virgin: mother she will appeal 
the cult motherhood character- 
istic Chinese civilization, whereas the 
homage paid the virgin goddess 
India will allow this aspect Mary 
dispose that portion the Orient 

ristianity. 

The third section which includes 
treatment the Cross and the missions 
the Ascension and marked 
coloration harmony with the 
completeness vision which appears 

roughout. 

Daniélou’s book cannot said ad- 
the exigencies the day, for, Henri 
Lubac remarks his Paradoxes, when 
Christianity itself close being 


always alive and perhaps 
more correct see this book one 
the indirect fruits the concept the 
Mystical Body Christ, the Christian 
unanimisme congenial contemporary 
theologians, particularly those pre- 
occupied consciously unconsciously 
with thecurrent philosophical and political 
systems which seem symbolize the 
Zeitgeist the twentieth century. 
fact, Daniélou frequently parallels the 
necessity our optimistic hope the 
City God the surest counterpart 
the materialist city the Communist 
whose perverted faith the meaning 
history has produced the parody 
great Christian idea substituting the 
hope perfect earthly city for one not 
built with hands. 

have attained vision Christian 
unity through perspective sacred 
history notable feat for chaotic 
epoch. exhilarating and refreshing 
universe. One reminded these words 
the author from The Salvation the 
Nations: 

the history the Holy Ghost, Who 
work the world and Who transform- 
ing the world. 


Sister Audrey Aaron, 


commemorate its 125th Anniversa- 
ry, the firm Kenedy Sons has 
issued small but distinguished volume 
entitled Catholic Book Chronicle: The 
Recent Kenedy titles are The Heart St. 
Abbé Combes, Sullivan’s 
Externals the Catholic Church, revised 
Rev. John O’Leary, and The Mean- 
ing Civilization, the Czech scholar, 
Bohdan Chudoba. 

Grail publications received include The 
Children Salette, Mary Fabyan 
Windeatt, Watchwords the Saints, 
Christopher O’Brien, and The Curé 
Ars His People. These three worth- 
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while books are cloth, spiral, and heavy 
paper bindings, respectively. Grail 
pamphlets are The Mass 
The Infant King, not Traitor 
(The Story the Passionist Bishop St. 
Vincent Mary Strambi), The Litany 
the Saints, and The Motu Proprio Pope 


Pius Church Music. 

The Franciscans Came First, 
Royer, handsome and different book 
from the St. Anthony Guild Press, while 
What Catholics Believe, Josef Pieper 
and Heinz Raskop neat and inviting 
Pantheon title. 
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